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1 $3 PER ANNUM-IN ADVANCE 

Improved Gun Carriage. I suit of a retreating en�m� . . The gun, A,. is �In�d I �edium of the pivot, E, �d take �p the recoil of the 

The saving of human life is of �he utmost import- l on a turn-table, B, 
.
whlch IS �ounted on solid fr�ct�on I PIece effectually. The shield, F, IS att

.
a(;h�d to t�e 

ance at all times; but more particularly where great rollers, on an ordmary carnage, C. These fnctlOn I turn-table, B, and of course moves With It; and IS 

pointed to its position by moving the turn­
table with an ordinary hand spike in any di­
rection, so that, no matter from what quarter 
the assault is made; the shield will readily 
tum so as to repel the foe. The effect of such 
a shield as tbls would be salutary npon 'he 
nenles of the gunners, If In no other respect, 
as It would enable them to alm their pleco 
with great confidence, relying upon the Im­
penetrability of the Iron to protect them. 

The gun Is 1\ breech-loading (8 inch howit­
zer), and It will be easily seen that both 
dllring the processes of loading and firing the 
gunnel's are fuUy protectej. The cost of the 
shield, carriage, turntable and appur tenan�s, 
without the gun, will be about $850. Tho 

weight of lhe shield, car­
riage, turn· table, &c., 
without the gun, will bo 
about 2,600 ItJs. 

This invention was pat­
ented on Sept. 16, 1862, 
by F. A. De Mey, of 
Brooklyn, L. 1. ; further 
information may be had 
by addressing Chas. Sholl, 
Civil Engineer, 77 Ctdar 
street,New York,room 28. 

vrAS FORT SUMTBR IN­
JURED.-" or the fact tha� 
Fort Sumter was on thE; 
point of surrendering," 
says an exch��'3, " when 
the Monitor, were called 
out of nction, we know 
that the President and 
the Secretary of the Navy 
have most convincing 
proof. They have letters 
from those who saw the 
holes through the wall�, 
from those who walked 
through the breaches, and 
from those who, living in 

issues depend upon the 
existence of certain per· 
sons; as in battia, where 
the fortunes of the day 
may turn upon the abil­
ity of the artillerists to 
hold a designated point 
on the field. Sharp shoot­
ers are so universally 
employed by all nations 
at the present day, and 
they are 80 efficient, that 
gunners especially, within 
range, are very soon 
picked olf, and their 
pieces consequently diJ!. 
abled. To prevent such 
a contingency as far 1\8 

possible, the revolving 
shield represented in the 
accompanying engravings 
hM been invented, to 
screen the artillerist from 
danger; and every pne 
will concede that the 
principle of the shelter is 
perfectly correct. The 
iuventors description of 
his machine is here ap­
pended. DE MEY'S RE'VOLVING SHIELD GUN CARRIAGE. 

Charleston, gave the as­
surance that a cart and 

The advantage of this improvement is, that the 
gun can be brought Into action, the horses with­
drawn, and the gunners protected from the fire of the 
enemy, by means' of a shot-and-shell·proof shield. 
Even were the carriage In motion, the gun can be 
fired, which is a great advantage for an army In pur-

rollers run on a smooth wrought-iron ring screwed to 
the carriage, so that the gun and shield on the turn­
table may be moved in any direction with facility, by 
means of a hand-spike. The gun is attached to a 
box of strong springs, D, seen in an enlarged form In 
Fig. 3, which move In any direction through the 

© 1863 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, INC. 

horu could be driven thrOO1Jh them 1" 
Pretty convincing testimony. 

A NBW closs of six-wheel express enginep are build· 
ing at London, which are to hal'e 17-lnch cylinders, 
and 4 coupled wheels, 7 feet in diameter. 
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