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NEW YORK, AUGUST 19, 1854. 

The Colt Patent in Congress. 

same sort of social influence and appliance was 
brought to bear upon others, who were invited 
to dine or sup at that handsome establishment, 
we have no means of ascertaining, as Mr. 
Dickerson has not given us the names of his 
guests, and has not therefore furnished us with 
the means of getting at the facts. Mr. Dicker
son seems to have adopted the rule, that 

.. To reach the heart or get the vote 
The surest way is down the throat." 

combinatioBs of men, and no such practices as 
are described in this report, would exist in 
Washington. 

------.--� .. �--.------
Fly Trap. 

It is well known to our readers that ap plica
tion was made to have the patent of Col. Colt, 
for revolving fire arms, extended by special 
act of Congress, and that while the bill to meet 
his case was before the House of Representa
tives, on the 8th of last month, the Hon. Mr. 
Clingman, of N. C., rose up and stated, that 

The committee believe that all such means of I 

operating upon the social d�position of those 
who are to decide the question, are improper, 
and they cannot excuse their use by the agent 
and attorney of Col. Colt." " from extraordinary means resorted to he had 

no doubt very large sums of money had been 
offered to gentlemen to induce them either to 
vote for the Bill or absent themselves." This 
was a direct charge to bribe the representa
tives of the people, and coming hom such a 
source it was like the falling of a bomb shell in 
the midst of a crowded court. Instantly there 
was an erection of ears and an elevation of mem
ber's heads, for this was nearly a direct charge 
against the integrity and purity of those friendly 
to the Bill. The names of informants were 
called for, but these Mr. Clingman refused to 
give, and demanded thc appointment of a com
mittee to investigate the subject. This was 
done two days afterwards by the appointment 
of one consisting of five members, with 
power to send for witnesses. We know that 
the committee exerted themselves to obtain the 
'testimony of witnesses from many parts of our 
country, and were at no small amount of trou· 
ble to sift the matter thoroughly. A majority 
of that Committee, consisting of the Hons. J. 
Letcher, T. Ruffin, and N. Eddy, have made a 
partial report on the subject, in which it is sta
ted that they hadlprosecuted their investigations 
since the 12th of July, with the exception of 
one legislative day only, but many witnesses 
who had been summoned could not be ex
amined before the close of the session. They 
therefore recommend that the investigation 
be resumed at the opening of the next session, 
as ,the matter is of such impcwtance as to 

justify a more careful and thorough examina
tion. We really think so to, for the investi
gation has developed a mass of facts enough 
to make every true American blush for some 
of his countrymen. We have always con
demned the extension of patents-except for 
very extraordinary cases-by Congress, well 
knowing the disreputable practices and influ
ences which have been employed to disgrace 
our country in its legislative capacity as con
nected with the extension of some patents. 
The committee holds up the character of a 
member of Congress as something which 
should reach the highest standard of moral 
propriety, but the evidence which they present 
respecting thc qualities of some of them com
posing the present Congress, falls far short of 
this mark. They concede that the evidence 
does not show that money was offered to mem
bers for their aid in this case, to influence their 
votes, but they say that " the means and ap
pliances which are resorted to by interested 
parties to secure the success of their measures 
are numerous, and such as are supposed to be 
adapted to the characters, views, necessities, 
and objects of those who are to be influenced." 
Now what do our readers think were the means 
and influences brought to bear upon honorable 
gentlemen in order to predispose them to 
favor the pass�ge of the Bill for Colt's patent? 
Would they believe that they consisted of 
gloves and wine? Yet such was the fact. 
The report says;-

It is stated that $15,000 were given to the 
agent of Colt in this ease, 'but the witnesses 
could not be made to answer how it was spent, 
but it was well known that splendid entertain
ments were given, and' the influence of 
ladies over members through handsome sets of 
white kids, were sought with a tact .worthy of 
Walpole, whu asserted that " every man had 
his price." 

There is not a single patent sought to be ex
tended by Congress but has some opponents, 
and Borne of these, no doubt, exert their in
fluence for the sake of being bought off. "It 

"The money has been used, as the evidence 
shows, in paying the costs and charges incurred 
in getting up costly and extravagant entertain
ments, to which ladies and members of Con
gress and others were invited, with a view of 
furthering the success of this measure. The 
ladies having been first duly impressed with 
the importance of Colt's pistol extension, by 
presents of Parisian gloves, are invited to these 
entertainments, and the evidence shows that 
while there, members are appealed to by them 
to favor this particular measure. In the lan
guage of a witness, I a dead set ' was made at 
Hon. Gilbert Dean, to induce him I to go for 
the renewal of Colt's patent.' Whether the 

is in evidence," says lJ;l.e .<;port; "that a con
tingent fee of $10,000 has beel1bffered by 
Dickerson to an active opponent of !Jolt's Bill 
to buy off his opposition aad �o 'secure his 
countenance and support to �hat measure." 
The parties met on several Occasions, and 
their conversations on the subject perfectly 
disgusted the committee, and was entirely un
favorable to "Dickerson and Day,"-the agent 
and the opposition. 

It also seems that in Washington there is a 
kind of united agency of ex·members of Con
gress, lawyers, and others-a second House of 
Congress-that undertake, we suppose, for so 
much, to get bills passed, by feasting the hon
orables and making presents to their ladies. 
Of such a body of men the report says ;-

" This combination is evidenced by another 
fact of striking force and significance. We 
find the same agents and attorneys acting in 
behalf of the same bills-patents, railroads, &c. 
This would hardly be the case unless such 
combination were indispensable to success. 
Men who have good measures are generally 
willing to allow them to stand or fall on their 
own merits or demerits, without seeking sup
port from other sources. Such has not been 
the case, however, with Colt's application, if 
the evidence is to be believed." 

It has also been found by the committee, 
that the correspondents of the daily papers 
who have been admitted to desks on the floor 
of the house, were, regarded as the most ef
ficient agents that could be employed by those 
who had measures to advance, and although 
the�e gentlemen are required to give a person
al pledge of honor that they are not employed 
as agents to prosecute any claim, the commit
tee say, " we find that in utter disregard of 
this pledge and its spirit, they (the correspon
dents) have been employed in many of the 
railroad, patent, and other schemes which have 
engaged the attention of Congress during the 
present session." 

We have quoted enough from this report to 
show what the tenor of it is. It does not 
spare the agents of Col. Colt, nor any connect
ed with prosecuting his claims, but while it is 
bold and manly in this respect, it is neither 
bold, open, nor candid, in respect to those 
members of Congress who sipped the wine and 
eat the beef provided by Col. Colt's money. 
It may be asserted that it would not be honor

able to present the names of those members of 
Congress who were guests at such entertain
ments, but if the members of the committee 
considered it their duty to present the names 
of the providers of these feasts, surely it was a 
more imperative duty for them to give the 
names of the public representatives who were 
so amply provided for at those feasts. 

Again and again have we heard it asserted, 
that Washington was a den of corruption, and 
this report is confirmatory of such charges. If 
all members of Congress possessed such lofty 
characters for honesty and uprightness which 
this report asserts they should possess, no such 

On the 18th of last April, a patent was is
sued to David and Samuel Flanders, of Parish
ville, N. Y., for a Trap for Catching Flies, 
which is represented by the annexed engra
vings. Figure 1 being a perspective and figure 
2 a top view-the rotating disk and wiper· box 
of the trap being removed. The same letters 
which occur on both figures refer to similar 
parts. The nature of the invention consists in 
having a horizontal circular rotating disk divi
ded in its upper surface, by four upright ledges 
into four sections, which, as the disk rotates, 
pass in succession underneath a portion of a 
circular cover or top of a box, which contains 
a wi per that sweeps the surface of the sections, 
and throws the flies into the box behind the 
wiper. The sections on the disk are baited, 
in order to attract the flies upon them; and a 
glass vessel contaiaing water is placed under
neath an aperture in the bottom of the wiper 
DOX, into which the flies fall. Motion is com
municated to the disk and wiper by clock ma
chinery or its equivalent. 

A represents a circular box of suitable di
mensions, on the upper part of which is a disk 
having upon its upper surface four upright 
ledges, a a a a, which are curved inward, or in 
a reverse direction to the edge of the disk, H, 

the edges of said ledges terminating at the 
edge of the disk, see figure 1. These ledges 
divide the disk into four sections, b b b b. 

C is a box of segmental form, placed at the 
side of �e disk, the bottom of the box being 
flush or even with the disk. The cover or top 
of the box, C, is circular, and projects over the 
disk at a distance equal to thl;l breadth of one 
of the sections, b, or a little more than this. 
At the edge 'of the disk and box, C, there is a 
wiper, D, which is a metal strip placed edge
wise in the box, C, and working upon a spin
dle, d, which is attached at the center of the 
wiper. The wiper is of such hight as to cor
respond with the depth of the box, C. Upon 
the spindle, d, of the wiper, and directly under· 
neath it there are two teeth which project at 
opposite points from the spindle. The spindle, 
d, of the wiper, D, is attached to or is a por
tion of the strike movement, E, of an ordinary 
clock, and the stroke movement causes the 
wiper to rotate when liberated from a catch 
lever, F. This catch lever is at one side of the 
box, C, and has a small projection, e, which 
hooks over one end of the wiper. The fulcrum 
of the catch lever is atf, and its outer end fits 
between pins, g g, attached to one end of a 
bar, G, the opposite end of which is provided 
with teeth, h. 

H is the time movement of a clock, and the 
top disk is suspended upon or attached to a 
shaft, i, of the movement. This movement, 
H, causes the disk to rotate. I is a glass ves
sel which is filled with a requisite quantity of 
water, and placed underneath an aperture, J, 
in the bottom of the box, C. ,� 

OPERATION.-The time and stl-ike movements 

© 1854 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, INC 

3S9 

are wound up and the sections, b b b b, proper
ly baited; the implement is then placed in the 
desired spot, and as the top disk, B, rotates 
the sections, b, will pass in succession under
neath the cover of the box, C.' When one of 
the sections, b, is directly underneath the cov
er of the box, C, the ends of the ledges, a, will 
have moved back the catch lever, F, and free 
the wiper from the projection, e, when the 
catch lever was thrown baQk, the bar, G, was 
thrown further back, or past the spindle, d, of 
the wiper, as shown by dotted lines, figure 2. 
When the wiper is freed from the catch lever, 
it rotates, owing to the movement, E, and 
sweeps the surface of the section throwing all 
the flies upon the surface of the section into 
the box, C; the wiper making one revolution 
and a half, and is then stopped by the catch 
lever. The teeth on the spindle, d, catch into 
the teeth, h, on the bar, G; and the bar, G, 
and catch lever, F, are thrown back to their 
original position, as the spindle, d, rotates, by 
the time one revolution and a half of the wiper 
is made. Thus the sections pass under the 
cover of the box, C, and the flies swept off of 
their surfaces. The two movements are wound 
up with a key similar to an ordinary clock. 

It is intended that the diEk should move 
or rotate gradually, so that the flies will alight 
upon the sections, and remain upon them till 
the sections pass under the cover of C. 

The surfaces' of the sections may be corruga
ted, or have indentations made in them to re
ceive the bait, it order that it may not be swept 
off by the wiper. The box, C, behind the 
wiper being dark, the flies, as they are thrown 
into the box behind the wiper, will, attracted 
by the Iigkt, pass down the aperture, J, and 
will fall into the vesse'! of water, I. 

More information may be obtained by letter 
addressed to the patentees. 

. - .. 
Steam Carriagell for Common Roada. 

In the new York "Daily Times" of Wed-
nesday, last week, there appeared an article on 
the above subject, in  which a great number of 
epithets were bestowed upon the Editor of the 

" Scientific' . American." These can neither 
hurt nor move him, but with his ideas of a 

pure newapaper literature, he cannot conceive 
how any paper desiring to maintain a respecta
ble character could admit such language into 
its columns. The object of the letter is to de
ceive the public in reference to the entire fail
ure of all steam coaches to run economically 
on common roads. A brief history of such 
effu rts in Our next number will show this to a 
dise erning community, so that they may not 
be led astray by any vamped scheme now 
bron�ht before them. 

To Our Readen. 

We request the attention of our readers to 
our" New Prospectus," which will be found on 
another.page; and also to the prizes which are 
here offered for subscribers to our next vol
ume. Those prizes are liberal in their charac
ter, and we conceive them to be devoted to 
beneficial objects both as it respects those who 
obtain prizes and the purpose for which they 
are given. This is all we will say on this sub
ject, at present, but next week we will take oc
casion to invite the attention of our readers to 
some views worthy of their serious considera
tion. 

$5 7 0  IN PRIZES. 

The Publishers of the" Scientific American" 
offer the following Cash Prizes for the fourteen 
largest lists of subscribers sent in by the 1 st of 
January, 1855. 

$100 will be given for the largest Iiat, 

$75 for the 2nd. . $35 for the 8th, 

65 for the 3rd, . ..... 30 for the 9th, 

55 for the 4th, 25 for the 10th, 
50rorthe 5tb, 20 for the 11th, 

45 for the 61h, 15 for the 12th, 

40 for the 7tb, 10 for the 13th, 
and $5 for the 14th. 

The cash will be paid to the order of 'each 
successful competitor; and the name, residence 
and number of Subscribers sent by each will 
be published in the " Scientific American," so 
as to a void mistakes. 

Subscriptions can be sent at any time and 
from any post town. A register will be kept 
of the number as received, duly credited to 
the person sending them. 

W See new prospectus on the last page. 
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LIST OF PATENT CLAIMS 

r..ned from the United State. Patent Office 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING AUGUST 8, 1854. 

MAKING BRICKS.-R. D. Bartlett, of Bangor, Me.: I 
claim making bricks of crude untempered and unground 
clay, as described or any other equivalent means. 

Second. the manner described of forcing the clay in 
the state in which it isdug, through the grating, in small 
quantities at a times. by which means it is freed trom 
the stones which it may con tain, and prepared to be 
ac
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ty of clay in eaen brick, and of subml tting them .all to 
a uniform pressure by means Of the hole III the sIde of 
themold, as dEScribed. . Four th, the man ner of arranging aU.d operatlBg the 
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Fifth. the combination of the bulkheatil and the plun
ger with the lever, as described, the lever having suf
ficient play upon its t"ulcrum to enable it to operate as 
St:t forth. 
Sixth. I claim making the parts of the mold hollow 

and heating them with steam. as described. 
DUMPING WAGONS-W. S. Babcock, Stonington, Conn.: 

I alalm the arrangement of the cast me �al boxes or 
sockets containing concave whel: Is. The convex track, 
and ground tracks. and grooved track, and hooks. 

1 also claIm the arrangement ofgeanng. drum, crank, 
ratchet, chain, &c., all operating as set torth. 

TUBULAR B:alDGEs-E. A. Baldwin, of Elmira, N. Y.: I 
claim cOIlstrulJting a bridge by the combinatl On of the 
longitudinal sLrips of wood, the �ransv erse iron bands, 
ana the arrangement tor tightemng the same trom the 
inside by a screw and swivel with the trestle or Irame 
work for supporting a railroad track, and receiving the 
strain directly on the ba.nds, whether the tra.cK be 
placed within the bridge or upon its top: the whole ar· 
ranged and combined as described, forming th� cylin
drical or tubular bridge. 
PROCESS OF' IMITATING MARBLE, &0.-Wm. Bonny of 
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ble or 'Other substances j nor the placing on. or disposi. 
tion of the veins. &c,. with a brush or other similar in. 
s trument, or by the use ot fibrous ma.terials. 

.But I claim the manufacture of imltatiolls of marble 
and other substances t'rom cement or other materia.l.s 
analogous thereto, by the application, as set fortp, of 
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tace or mold by means (Jf a syringe, or such instru· 
ment. 
AIR HEATING STOVES-No A. Boynton, of New York 

City: 1 claim constructing the entire fire chamber of 
oue single cus&ing or piec�, as set torth. 

FIRE ARM- I. W. Brown, of West Springfield, l\:Iass.: 
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ment necessary to bring the nipples buccesl:llvely under 
the hammt:r by the act of discharging the pieC�t as de
scribed. 
PREVENTING RATTLING IN CARJUAGES-Wm. S. Chap· 

man, of Clllcinnati, Ohio: I claim the employment of 
blocks of india rubber or equivalent elastiC materia.l of 
the t'orm set forth, bdweenLhe ends 01 carriage shafts 
and the clips upo� the axles, for the purposes of' pre' 
ventingwear,ratthng, noise, and accident, as setforth. 

COTTON PRESSEs-Nathan Chapman. of My�tic River, 
Conn. : I dl) not claim the toothed wheelS with projec
tions thereon separately, nor operating the iollower by 
chains , , But! claim forming the hubs of the wheels wlth reo 
cesses in tnem to receive the rods. when said chains are 
wound upon the projections on tne wheels, as described. 

SAWING AND PLANING MACHINES-Daniel Close, of 
Hammonsburgh, l'a. : 1 claim Ule arrangement of one 
or more saws to cut on the down stroke, ill combination 
with one or more planes to cut on the up stroke of the 
crank, as setforth, whereby the sawing and planing 
are performed alternately, which tends to equalize the 
motIOn of the machine, and make both iustruments 
work more smoothly. 

ROSIN OIL LAMPs-:-Silas Constant, of Brooklyn. N. Y.: 
I claimconstrucLmg th� tubular wick guide wiLhom any 
opening through it, except at or near its lower end, 
and making sald guide of Imch a size as to allow a clear 
annular space between it and the wick for the oil. to 
rise In around the wick, for the purpose of preventlIlg 
the oil mside of the upper portion of said wick. guide 
trom mixing with the body ot' oi l outside of the .same. 
by which the oil in contact with the upper portlOn 01 
the wick WIll be raised to a conside�ablY �_igher tem· 
perature tha.n the oil in the body 01 the lamp. a.s set 
IOrth . 

I also cla.im the regulating of the flame of the lamp, 
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upper end 01' the wick, as set forth. 
ST$P MOTION OF SPEEDERS-Lewis Cutting, of Lowell, 

Mass.: I clailIl , first. the ulile ot' the independent hinged 
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trumpet from any funher duty in throwing o� tht belt, 
than the mere ra.ising of said lever rod or Wife, whIch 
makes its operation more certain, as dt::scribed. 

1 also cltl.im, in combination with the hmged lever the 
interposition between the cam and trumpet ot a guide, 
so arra.nged a� to give �utficient 1'riction to the roving 
when it rii:les Irregularly Jrom the cam to prevent the 
dropping of the trumpeG and consequent tnrowmg off 
ot' tht;! btU. as described. 
PIGMENTS FROM IRON ORE-J. H. Davis, oCMorristown. 

N, J.: 1 claim tne process described f�r mak.i.DiC sai!1 
colored pigm�nts by the steaming of said or�s III addl 
ti.on to the usual procetls of seit:cting, pulvenzing. and 
heating the same. lUI' the purpose of ob�aining pig
mentH. 

�'IRE ARMs-Joseph C. Day, of Hackettstown, N. J. : I 
claim. firl$t, connecting the barrd wI"h th� stock and 
stationary breech. by means of projections on its sides 
having one part of Circular and another part of weuge 
torm. and fitting Within recesses in plates, or their 
eqUivalents, attached to the stockl which recesses ,?or
rt:: spond in form with the circular part of the proJec· 
tioul» but are WIder than the wedge·shaped parts there
of. as deacnbed, a.nd tl\ertloy admit ot a limited swing. 
ing movement 01 the bMrd for the purpose of exposing 
it:; rear end, as set forth. . /:Second, the slidingcollarsliding over the statIOnary 
breech. and the rear end of the barrel I as described, 
for the purpose of making aclosejoint between the bar· 
rel and breeCh. , 'fhird, though I do not claim the tu:t>e, the plston, 
ratchet bar, and sprmg. separately or Irrespe.ctive 9f 
the particular arrangement shown I do claim thelr 
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movewent of the caps without the assistance of asplral' 
�pring. 

�econd, convenience for replenishing the tube with
out removing it from the stock. 
wi�g���b���:���

s
���h�� rr�� t��

e
�:g��i;�

e nipple, 

GROOVING BOARDS-G. C. Fisk, of Dansville, N. Y.: I 
claim the excava�or or bit, constructed as described, in 
connection with rotarv saws for tonguing and grooving 
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boards at the same time that their surfaces are planed, 
as set forth, and for such purposes as it may be applied.. 

MIIIWDEONS-O. N. Frary, of Ansonia, Ot.: I claim the 
method of using two sets ot reeds in a melodeon with 
one set Of keys, III sucha manner as to combine any two, 
three. or all four of the parts (eacb part containing one 
half of a set of reeds) a t pleasure, by the &id of an air
tight wind chest, and four valves. when the whole is 
constructed, arranged, and made to operate as de
scribed. 
SALT PAOKING MACIIINES-J. G. Fulton, of Middleport. 

Ohio: I claim,firstl th e conical 8 tampers having radial 
grooves, for the purpose described. 
Second, the yielding tooth in this connection to en· 

able the commencement of the lifting action without 
damage to the teeth. 

RADIATORS-John Gemmil. of Mercer, Pa.: I claim the 
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operating as set forth. for the purpose specified. 
BRICK PR&SSEs-Josee Johnson, of Fort Smith� Ark. : 

I claim, first, the combination of the double cam or 
cams a t the end of the lever or levers, and attached to 
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I further claim, ror the purpose of operating the cut
off, the combination of the two levers with the friction 
wheels or their equivalents at the end of the sweep, as 
set forth. 

FIRE ARMs-Daniel Knight, of Salem, Ind.: I claim 
the horjz�)ll tal sliding hammer constructed as described 
and combined with the operating mechanism which 
constitutes the trigger, in co mbination with the barr.,l, 
which has the nipple in itsb reech. when said ba.rrel illJ 
arranged forward from the band of the shooter and in 
front of the protection shoulder formed by the tube. as 
set forth. 
SPRING BRn BOTTOMs-Wm. H. Merriwether. �f New 

Braunfels. Comal 00" Tex.: I claim the spring bottom 
constructed of zig·zag wire. arranged and constructed 
as set forth. 

REFRIGERATORS FOR MARINB ENGINEs-Joshua Merrill 
and Geo. Patten, of Boston, Mass.: We do not claim 
conducting the condensed steam or hot wa.ter througl1 
an annular space for the purpose of cooling it. a.s that 
bas before been done. 

But we claim our improved refrigerator or water cool· 
ing apparatus, consisting of the concentric tupes, and 
the chambers above and below the same. combtned and 
arranged as described, whereby the condensed steam 
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parated and drawn off from the wa.ter. as di:scribed. 
BUGGIES-J. S. McClelland, of Jefferson, Ind. � I claim 

the arranging of the body upon spring couplings in 
such manner as that additional pairs 01' sets or springs 
shall come into action, as the wejght is increased on 
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in rear of its center to another set of springs, so that 
the body may have a rocking motion. transversely, and 
the tendency of the body to yield at one point be coun· 
teracted by its lifting the spring in another point, as 
described. 

MAKING BRICKs-John McMurtry, of Lexington, Ky.: 
I do not claim tne construction ot" the mold cylinders 
or arrangement of the molds, alii described j but lclaim, 
first, the combination with one or m re such mold cyl· 
inders, ha vina: molds arranged as described, of as many 
plunger heads ana plungers as may be desired, said 
p lunger heads being arranged to work readily to the 
cylin.tiers. and operated by any suitable means where
by they are caused to compress the clay in the molds, 
a�8���':I,

t
t:;rranging two mold cylinders such .as are 

described. parallel with each oLher. and placll1g bfj· 
tween them two plunger heads attached to the same 
rud, or otherwise arradged so as to work in a line or 
plane passing through the axes of both cylinders, and 
thereby to cause one to advance towards its cylinder 
to compress the clay in one or more of the molds. all the 
other reced es from its cylinder after a similar opera
tion. as set forth. 
Third, the method described of giving motion to the 
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u\ on the c;ylinders. the levers on the cylinder shafts 
an4 their pawls, and the coupling r9d. which has arms 
with whiCH the plunger heads come 10 conta.ct at a pro· 
per time during their movements. the whole combined 
and operating as set forth. 

Fourth, the method of locking the cylinders durin a: 
the advance 01 their respective plunger heads, and of 
setting them free to turn during the receding thereot, 
by means ot the catches, attached to the fram�, the 
hooks. connected with tlHtplunger heads, and a spring 
applied to the catches, all combined and operating. as 
descnbed. 
SOFA BEDSTEADs-Stanis}"s Millet, of New York City: 

I claim. in comoination with a spring bottom, 8.! rep· 
resented, the a�tachlng of the sagglllg bottom to the 
hin'Ced head and foot board, so that said sagging bot· 
tom shall be strained over the spring bottom, when the 
head and toot pieces are dropped to form a bed, and 
serve the purpose of a lining bbtween the mattraall aad 
the springs, when used as a sota or lounge, as de
scribed. 
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arrangement in a smgle trame, as set forth. of as many 
gravers, as there are unit� to be divhied so as by the ac· 
tion of the cam wheel, or its equivalent, simultaneously 
to trace, of the proper length, each set 01 division and 
fractional lines. 

Second, the balance frame with its appendages to 
equalize the pressure of the spiral springs on the graver 
ha.ndles, so af:! to give the same depth of mark on the 
thin as on the thick end of the taper square. 
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inch into any uesirable number ot equ.al parts, 
Fourth. the carriage arranged to press the square up 

aga.iust the points of the graY-era by a cam or o ther· 
wise. All the BeveraJ. pa.rts, or their equivalents, to be 
arranged and c.ombined aB specified, or in any similar 
mann�r which shall produce the mtended e:tIe�t. 
SPRING BODY CARRIAGE-Alex. Moffit, of Brownsville, 

Pa, : 1 claim the construction of the body of wheeled 
carriages of a pair of metal springs, so formed and ar-
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tion with the horizontal portions of Baid springs is kept 
up, thus uniting the hind axle and front bolster. as Bet 
forth, for the purpose of reducing the weight and ex� 
pense of construction. 
WOODEN PAVEMENTs-Samuel Nicolson, of Boston, 

Mass.: I claim to so combine or arrange to the blocks 
or wooden portion of the pavement that there may be 
cells or channels formed by sucharrangementbetween 
them as described, and for the reception of tar and 
fert�l'c�an��f��:h
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and gravel cement to rest upon, whereby, when the 
mass of tar and stone in ea.ch cell is presled down by 
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era I directions, so a.s to maintain a firm and close joint 
between the adjacent blocks, such as will operate to 
prevent water from passing down between their joints 
STONE DRESSING MACHINBs-T. Porter, of New York: 

Oity: I do not claim the emDloyment of a rest in com
bination with a hammer and tool stock working in 
ways attached thereto, nor do I confine myself to any 
pa.rticular form of rest. 
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stock, when the said rest is rigidly attached to the 
ways in which the hammer and tool stock work, or 
forms part of the same frame therewith, and when the 
frame thus formed is provided with, and iwings from 
journals which tit in journal boxes, suspended or sup· 
portell in a suitable manner in the mai? framingpf 
the machine, so that the ways may be adjusted to dlf· 
ferent angles of the surface deiired to be cut on the 
stone without changing the rela.tion of the hammer, 
the tool, and the rest. 

Second, constructing the tool stock and arrangi�g .it relatively to the rest, and the hammer. so that It 11 
capable of vibrating as described, to allow the tool, 
resting upon the surface of the stone, to be carried 
back by the feed motion, and caule it to be driven by 
the blow of the hammer, not in the line of the direc� 
tion of the blow. but forward in or nearly in the line 
or plane of the surface desired to be produced, as set 
forth 

CLOVBR BJl:PJ.RJ.ToR-Christian Reif, of Hartleton, 
Pa. : I do not claim any of the parts of my machine 
separately. but I cla.im the described arrangement of 
the seives and carriers for cleaning clover seed, as set 
forth. 

V,XNTILATING RAILROAD CARs-Cbeeny Reed, and 
Brooks K. Mould. or Chicago, III : We are aware that 
it has been ell8ayed to ventilate railroad cars by means 
of an apparatus placed above the car and provided 
with a trumpet mouth or iPOUt at each end, lelldinit to 
a reservoir communicating with the inside of the car, 
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the car, and to cloB e the aperature to the other, and 
vice versa; and we are also awarb tha t such an &ppar
atus has been provided with vesl els cont.aining water, 
and with a series of fixed partit ions consisting of slats 
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capillary attraction with the view to intercept dust and 
permit the cleansed air to pass tbrough to the inside of 
the Cflr. and we are arsoaware that it has been &ttempt· 
ed to separate sparks and other impuritits from the 
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and ftJrce it into a chamber or ch&mbers conta.inina: a 
wheel or wheels, rotated by the force of such current, 
and partly immersed in water to cause the smoke to 
pa.!lS through the watlir on its way to the escape chim
gl�h�s:
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But we claim the method delScribed of ventllatmg 
railroad cars, by combining with a vusel or appa.ra tus 
which receive. a current of air through a spout or 
spouts by the motion of the ira in or any equivalent 
therefor, and discha.rge it into the car, as snecified, a 
h� How rota ting cylinder composed of one or more se· 
ries of slat. or their openwork, or their equivalents, 
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on its WflY to the inSide of the car, tbe dustilhaH be !ep
arated therefrom by impinging on the moistened sur· 
faces whilst the rotation of the 8&id cylinder in water 
hali the effect to walholTthe accumulated dust and to 
keep the surfaces presentted to the passage of the air 
in a moistened state, as specified. 

CUTTING BOOT ,lIlD Saos Sous-Luther Ross, and Pot· 
ter G. Roa., of Worceiter, Mals.: We do not claim the 
ul!e of any particular curve, nor the revolving of the 
knives between the cutting. 

But we claim placing the curved knives upon an axis 
ISO that their cutting edges shall correspond to portions 
of the surface of the cylinder, so that a small portion 
only of the knife is cutting at any one time. for the 
purpose ot' cutting' so es for-boots a.nd shoes. , 

We claim the driving of the feed roUs by the adjust· 
able wheel, in combination with the arran"ement of 
the table, and guide rail, &15 described. 

C.l.RTRIDG.s-Rorace Smith and B. B. We.BOn, of Nor· 
wich, Oonn.: We are &ware that in the conBtruction of 
a ca..rtridge it haB been cUltomary to use in the same & 
metaUic plate or diBk carrying a capsule for containing 
the percussion powder, and having: the mouth of IUCIl 
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relit directly on the powder in combination with ar-
;:idg�j�.
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rests aga.inst the powder; our said arrangement! �f 
the disk and priming atIording an excellent opportuni
ty ror applying the lorcs or the blow by Which the 
priming is mfiamed, liuch force beina: applied )n the 
lj.ne of the axis of the cartrida:e. 
L.l.RDLAMPs-Ir .. Smith and John Stonesifer, of Boons· 

boro, hId : We claim the improved piston. composed 
of two adjustable compressina- plates that embrace be
tween them a disk of leather or other equivalent rna,. 
terial, diuected in the manner repristmted and des
cribed; to wit, the said dhk having an outwardly ta· 
pering And independent piece inserted i,nto a coxre.s-
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ly loolening its cOD?pressing- Platelfi-dr.awma.out tlfe 
said piece a short distance and then tIghtenma- laid 
plated. and trimming off to the proper curvature. the 
etremity of the piece, aB set t"orth. 

CAR COUPLINtl-T. B. IItout, of Keyport, N. J.: I claim 
the arrangement of tho stop springs and coupling bolt, 
in conniC tion with the ordinary link, as described. for 
the purpose of admitting 01' !lelf detachment of the 
cars. by the end of the beinl'$' thrown, .&8 set forth. 
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lass, as described, for the purpose of detachmg In safe
ty lL car or cars at the will of an attendant. while the 
train is in motion. 
SPRINGS TO WINDOW SJ.SBEB-A. G. Salford, of Boston, 

MasB,: 1 do not claim the applica.tion of a. I,lide anq. its 
Iprings to a window B ash so &S to work or IlIde a�amst 
the jamb. and by friction created by the pTessure of the 
Iprings maintain the lash at &ny elevation within the 
w
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window-fra.me movable, and to be pressed towards the 
sash or sashes by spr ing •• while sa.id iuh or 8a.llhea 
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movable jambs or bar. so as either to press the sash in 
the direction of itsplanesor at rightangles thereto. 

But I claim the arrangement of the slide or slides. 
and the springs. with respect to the window sash and 
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parr.icularly against the weather side of the groove. as 
stated. 

CuTTING BOOT .AND SHOD SOLEs-John Thompson, of 
Marblehead, Mass •• and A. S. Moore. of Lynn, Ma�s.: 
We claim, first, the combination of �he sector a,nd pimon 
with the cylinder and clamp sprm&" operatmg as set 
fO��ond. We do not claim the mere adjust�ent of the 
crank and eccentric!! on the shaft j but we claim comrp.� 
nicating both & verticaL and intermittent rotary motIOn 
to the knives from the continuous motion ot thefl�wheel 
by the mea.ns set forth (tow it, the eccentric op,eratlng the 
vertical !lides Which support the cutter sha.ft, and, the 
geared cylinder or its equivalent engaging and disen
gaging with said shaft, and operated by the sector or 
equivalent, the motion of wl}ich is derived from the 
crank) or by other means eqUivalent, wherebY we are 
enabl�d to secure the :partial ascent of the knives before 
the commenc,ement of their revolution by the proper 
ad
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the cutter head through the slidmg boxes, m tflemann�r 
described for the purpoee of adJust.ing the kmve,!I to dlf· 
f,rt!nt widths of toe and heel Without loosenmg the 
s�rew. which confine them to the cutter head 

HAMlt FASTENINGS_Edward Turner, of Baltimore, Md.� 
I claim in the del!cribed fastening for hames, a curvt'd 
rack, fitted to travene in a groove provided with a vi. 
brating catch operated by a spring, as described. 

FURNITURE CASTERS-Philos B. �yler, and Benjamin 
La.throp, of Springfield, Mass.: We do not claim the 
metallic caster roller, but we claim the improved caster 
roller as made, both externally and internally, as de-
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wards the hub, the bended rim and flat disk producing 
a saving of the usual amount of metal which �ould have 
to be employed in the angles between them In order to 
insure the requisite strength and stiffness to the roller. 
SEI,.,,-HEATING SMOOTHING IRONs-William Wickersham, 

of Boston, Mass. : I claim the making of the handle in 
part or in whole, the reservoir for containing the com-
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conduQt!ng it downwards into the bottom of the flame 
chamber! as specified. 

I do n ot cla.im the mere application of a non-conduct-
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down to the bottom of said flame chamber, by which 
combination, as sPtlcified. the surplus heat in the top of 
the flat hi saved and conducted into the bottom of the 
iron, as described, 
DOCUMENT FILE OR HOLDER-Henry E. Woodbury, of 
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and consisting of a box part and spring plate or holder, 
the said holder being hung or attached to the spring at 
�� fhaec ��w��,

c
�n

a
d ������r�t�

O 
g!r;g

a 
lei��J\�����

c
r
t
�� 

either side to facilitate the reading of the indorsements, 
and the abstraction from, or insertion of certain papers 
to the file without releasing the other papers from the 
hold of the platen, and the whole forming a more con
venient file for the filing away of folded documents, and 
to protect them from abrasion, &c., as set forth. 
SHUTTLE GUARDS FOR POWER LOOMs-Peter Migget, of 

Hoosick Falls, N. Y.: I claim the shuttle box guard con
structed as I!pecified, of rollers on either side of the cen· 
ter longitudinal line of the shuttle, and projecting from 
a spring bar roller down into the box, as shown and de
scribed, whereby the shuttle is more effectually restrain
id from rising at the end next the warp, on leaving the 
box. thus preventing the shuttle from flying out of qle 
loom or more truly inclining it to run in its course, frIC· 
tion is diminished, the shuttle less exposed to injury or 
wear, and kept from turning or entering the opposite 
box edgewise, as set forth. 

ROLLBRS OJ' FURNITURH CASTERS-Leroy S. White. of 
Chicopee, Mass., (aiilsignor to Benj. Lathrop, and Philos 
B. Tyler, of Springfield, Mass. : ) I do not claim making 
the shank of the caster detachable from its socket; nor do 
I claim the employment of a spring to hold it in the sock· 
et ; nor the arrangement of said spring in a groove made 
in and around the shank and making the spring to bear 
against the internal surface of the socket made without 
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the shank, so that when the shank is being drawn'out of 
the locket, or when it ie within or out of the same, the 
spring will remain in the socket j but I claim the de· 
ecribed mode of arranging or applying the spring and 
the sustaining groove or recess thereof, to the soc�et 
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the spring being made to embrace the socket tube and 
project through and into the groove ot" the shank as spe
cified. 
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the combination of the rotary fork thread carrier and 
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BLASTING ROCK, TIMBER, &c.-John Norton, of Cork, 
Ireland: I do not claim the percussion cartridge. the 
frictional pill box, or the frictional cork, as described. 

But I claim, first, the frictional cord divided in two 
parts, and slightly spliced together in combination with 
an inflammable compound with which the splice is 
covered, as described, and for the purposes specified. 
Second. the safety bridle guard constructed and ap· 

plied, as described. and for the purpose specified. 
CONSTRUCTING IRON BUILDINGS-Amos J. Saxton, of 

Brooklyn. N. Y.: I do not claim to have invented morti· 
ses. tenons, lugs, grooves, chamfers, common keys, or 
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bining all the different points. by all or any of the im
proved jointiS, so arranged at all of the different points 
by all or any of the different joints, as when joined by 
the different joints, at the sectional points as herein set 
forth. The use of screWl!, rivets, bolts, or nails is not re· 
quired in the erection of iron frame, fire-proof, or other 
buildings. 

Second, I claim the method, mode, or process of erect. 
ing iron fire-proof and other bUildings, and of uniting or 
connecting each substantial part to each other, or of 
connecting them at all of the sectional points by the 
different joints, as described, without the use of screws. 
rivets, bolts, or nails, as set t"orth. 

Third. I claim the method, mode, or manner of so ar· 
ranging lLnd combining the different points of the col-
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with the different joints, so combined in such a manner 
as when the different points are properly united and 
eombined with the different joints in all of the sectional 
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binations. 
BUSBING SHJUVES FOR SHIPS BLocKs-Weatherell Tal'· 

lor, of Camptown, N. J.: I claim securing the bush to 
the sheave, by fitting the flange into the recess on one 
side of the sheave, and the bevel edged ring into the re· 
cess on the opposite side of the sheave, and swagging 
the bush on to the bevelled edge of the ring, as set t'orth. 
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blaet wheel receiving air in two opposite directions at 
one and the same time, the application of a deflecting 
rib to the middle of, and so as to extend beyond the pro· 
pelling surface of each of the curved wings of the blast 
wheel, and formed so as to deflect the currents of air en· 
tering the wheel laterally in the opppositedirections and 
prevent them from that contact or impulsion against 
one another which produces the humming or buzzing 
noise, as set forth. 

BRAIDING MACHlNE:!I-James A. Bazin, of Canton, Mass,: 
(assignor to Alfred B. Ely, of Boston, Mass.: I claim the 
above described movable guides constructed and opera
ting in the manner and for the purpose described. 
Secondly, I claim the method described of constructing 

the bobbin holders. the parts which carry and guide the 
threads being connected with the stem by means of 
springs, whiCh enables the bobbins to yield without per· 
mitting the strand to render too freely. 
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ed method of drawing off the finished brai d, over the 
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forthe purpose described. 
RE·ISSUE. 

GOLD AMALGAMATOR-Wm. Ball, of Chicopee, Mass. 
��:ft,?:!ii��

e
�F lh�

t
���gr�

e
: Pct1��·i;g m�,;, �h�"'!�f!�� 

of the water) with the lower distributor provided at. the 
center with a discharge aperture for the water and hght 
particles, and at the periphery with apertures for the 
dischara:e of the water and heavier particles for the pur� 
pose of preventing the escape of gold over the central 
or

I�t:��r�f:' the arrangement of the sliding tube, fer
rule or waste gate directly upon the hollow _ axle of the 
lower distributor. the same being for the purpose of reg
ulating the head of water within the said distributor. 

I am a.ware that it is not unusual in gold washers to 
use a succession of baths, therefore I do not claim such 
arrangement in general. 

But 1 claim arranging the secondary mercury bath 
concentric with and below the primary one in such a 
manner that the current of water, etc" return towards 
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I also claim rubbing the pulverized ore into the mer
cury in the manner and for the purpose described. 

DESIGNS. 
COOKING STOVES-Wm. M. Snow, of Providence, R. I. 
CooKING STOvEs ..... Samuel H. Sailor, (assia-nor to Ab

bott &; Lawrence,) of Philadelphia, Pa. 
FRANKLIN STOVE-John F. Allen, and Joseph Stewart, 

(assignor.:t"o Abbot &; Lawrence,) of Philadelphia, Pa. 
rrhere are a number of valuable inventions in the 

..bove li,t of claims, which we should like to call to the 
special attention of our readers by a separate Dote 
underneath, as it was formerly our custom to do, but 
the list is so lena:th;v our space will not permit it. A 
number of our clients will recognize their names in the 
ali>ove list. 
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