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plaster and dress them out nicely. Now for the se
cret. When the sets show for bloSlioming, then'is 

These two nssels, with .the others now building 
abroad, are to form.the nuclei of a powerful navy. 

the time to take two parts plaster and one, part fine 
Antidote to Nux Vomica. salt; mix well together, and put one large spoonful MESSRS EDITORS :--In No. 10 of the SCIENTIFIC of this compound on each hill ; drop it as nearly in 

AMERICAN, I notice an article headed " Antidotes of the center of the hill as pOE5ible. Just as soon as Poisons." In it you say, "for Nux Vomlcl there is the potatoes are ripe, take them out of the ground; Treatment of Engineers in the English Navy. no antidote." About sixteen years since a friend have them perfectly dry when put in the ceHar, and MESSRS. EDITORS :--In late numbers of the SOlEN- of mine had a dog, which had been poisoned by Nux keep them in a dry cool place. Some f.umers let TIFIO AMERICAN you notice a discussion in British Vomica, and was nearly dead; I told him to g�ve the their potatoes rem.ain in t�eground, s�akin� ,
through 

I
' scientific journ'lls, on the Condition of .Marin� En- animal strong coffee ;Omy friend poured about a pint all the cold fall rams until the snow files. Ihe pOtl- gineers in the Royal Navy. As a lateohlef engmeer down the dog's throat, and in the space of half al!-toes becoDW diseased in this way more and more (If that service, I thank you heutily for the candid hour it was well." C. LEAVETT. every year; hence the potato rot. With such man· aud just spirit in which you have brought the q ues- Windsorville, Conn. , Sept. 5, 1863. agement they should rot. tir.ln before the public. I feel satisfied that a com- ....... • .. _. parison between the condition of Marine Enginee�s Improved Printing Telegraph of David Hughes. THE PHILOSOPHY OF A DRY NORTH-EASTER. in other'countries and those of the English service, It seems many inventions are the result of a;cci� . d S th will result in improving the condition of the latter; dent. David Hughes, when he invented the print-On the eastern coast of the Umte tates e causes . . d '  . . d especially in your journal, whICh IS so generally rea ing telegraph Improvement, was endeavormg to con-of meteorologICal phenomena are so �u�erou� an in England ant! the United States, and so well trive a machine for copying extempore music, so that complex that they must generally remalll III �y�:ry; known far its efforts t) improve the condition of the his melodious improvisations might not be lost. but occasionally a few for:es overpow
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e.rs, mechanical trades generally. The truth really very Boarding in the same house with him was the well-and thus produce results whICh we are a e o cxp am. . . . h . th t' d h' h far exceed� what i8 stated as" Gnevances t o  be known muslC�1 composer and plano teac er, LOUE Such is the case with the dry nO.r 
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cas wm w 1C brought before the English House of Commons." I 
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Hast, and the very intelligent telegraph operator, i s  blowing as wo write and WhlC orms an excep- . . . 
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f h . d f have known many young men of talent and good ed- Norbonne M. Booth; one suppbed him With electro· tion to the usual humid character 0 t e Will s rom 
'I ucation who fonnd themselves in a manner compelled magnetic instruments, the other glve him the use of that quarter. . . d' 1 b to leave the service; not so much on account of the a piano; a printing telegraph was the consequence. A�l rain, sn?w, hall and .dew 

'I\S �o�:e �lm; � � pay (sma.H as it is), as from inferior accommodation, Hughes is now living in Ellrope, enjoying tbe well-coolmg the aIr. War� aIr WI 
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a and having nO real position: for their nominal posi- merited fortune which his genius has earned. At more water than cold au' and w en a por IOn 0 e . 

. ' " ' ' d d b ht' tion goes for nothmg; they are consequently con- the time of hiS reSidence m Kentucky, he was twenty-atmosphere has been warme an roug III con- . . . 
1 t· b ' d t t . . t th' signed to eVil compall lomhlp, or the a terna Ive- two years of age: a beardless oy m face an s" ure, t act wlth the ocean, lakes, nvers
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d' i perpetual solitude. The treatment received by En- and apparently lacking in mental power. His fea-until it has absorbed a large quan I y 0 wa er, an . t . h d '. ' . . t t h' h't 'n gineers at the hands of officers of the Navy, IS 00 tures were careworn: when spoken to he a a con-is then cooled below the t
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Il often unfee.ling. They are looked upon as interlop· stant grin and giggle, not calculated to impress his hold all of the w.l.ter tha 'It con ams e surp us ' " . (b' . .  . . . t 't"t t't ers, and treated accordmgly. Class dlstmctlOns a - lllteriocutor favorably. HIS ear for musIC was so above the quantity suffiCIent to sa ura. e I a 1 s re- . t 1 . . .' . . d A th t' d surd as they are generally) 'are somethmg very (} er- acute that he could tell you, to a sem ltone, the note duced temperature 1.S deposlte 
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h able in England, in comparison with the length to of anything sounded, from a dry stick to a shovel. comes from the tropIcs across t e,warm wa er 0 e . I . . 1 11'; , . .  ' . (f d t t d 'th which they are earned on board war steamers. n ThiS has been suggested by an artlC e on Case I s Gulf Stream�bel
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WI short, the treatment is such that no man of any PanteJegraphy, found in the July number of the moisture at that gh tempera ure. en 1 eaves . .  . h It . . .  " h d . h Id b It f t SpUlt or self,respect could submit to. T e resu IS Pans Journal entitled L� Science pour tous. We 'l the Gulf Stream It encounters t e co e 0 wa er . . . . . . . I ' . ,  1 d th t ·t such as might be expected-an mfenor class of men lost sight of Hughes, tIll seemg thiS artlC e. along the coast, and Ie. raP
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l to fill these very import,lIlt situ,tions. To my cer. no longer contain the who e 0 1 S mOls ure. a·. . .  & h' THE DRY GOODS TRADE.-The dry goodd trade is ' . . . . th ' tl tam knowledge, ra.llway dnvers, stokers, c., avmg 

h f 11 d the weather signs In thiS regl?n, .ere I? no o. ,er so 
got sufficiently" crammed" to pass. a nominal exam. very active at present in this city. T e do tra e certmn as tha.t a south.e�st 
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WInd �ln bnng ram. 

th ination as third.class Assistant E[lgineers, are often has set in under very f<lvonble auspiceB. A large Even a north·east wmd �sual y passes o�r � appointed, who frequently render the efforts of the {lumbe,r of P llrchasers from distant pl)loces are ip tbe waters of the Gulf St.re�m W
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;t. Chief Engineer inadequate 'to ma�ain �veryihing ill city.; .mqney i$, pl�nty� anll buye,rs are liheral. Do-the coast of Ireland, and w en "lesc es e an 1 . . f '  tlrl' mestiv cptton goods are duller .th"n any other class. 

• led - "<id UJ r in or snow But after a long .proper workmg order when on a, orelgn 8 IOn. 
Domestic woolens are active, however, and a large 
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h8" become' Cleirly, then, the British Royal Navy is no place , sP!'ll f?f hot wea er, w en 

b d 1° te d f for educated or hlented young men. This system is business is Going at satisfactory prices. Many arH· .......... h L-a'ted the -ind may e war me . ns a 0 cles are selll'n' g l'n advance' of pr.oduction, especially ... "''' 1m 
;,_ t" d' d i thO 't '11 driving the best skilled workmen" to foreign coun· �'by lItrlli.lng be Ian ' an n IS case 1 WI .. . ' l' h N flannels and goods suitable for women's wear. An , ' It i till l'k 1 t tries. The prejudICes Bgamst the Eng 18 avy are 
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y .0 so strong, and the advantages offered in other coun- extensive manufacturer of goods for a l es wear lD find the land warmer an e ocean l' e ocean IS . formed us last week that his orders and sales are . ' 1... th t t' tries are so great by comp 1fl80n, that even long after filled with . Ice ":,,rgs, as at e p
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Id b a better state of things is brought about, there will larger than ever they have been befor-e; and he has If·thls view 18 correct a nor . eas W lll wou e . .  been in the business for nearly twenty years. The , d'" t th . d be great difficulty in persuadlllg SUItable men to serve � likely to be ry III Wlll er an III summer; an . . . f E . dem�nd for shawls exceeds the supply. Foreign , f d h k t 1 i 1 then country III the capacity 0 ngllleers. J5tft'he.ps some 0 our rea ers w 0 eep me eoro og � JOHN ASHURST. goods have been very active a180, and a large amount registers will inform us how the facts accord With of goods are now selling, both French and En-Toronto, C. W" Sept. 5, 1863. . the theory. 
_.... • �lish, at full and satisfactory prices. Plain sIlks 

Flax in Illinois, Launch Of the " R, e d o n  Luigi di Portugallo," and worsted goods, delaines, alpacas, &0., are partic-
The two splendl'd frigates-so long the ob';ect of ularly acti ve, and immense sales are made of all 'l'his year has witnessed everywhere in the north a , J 

lar\Iely increased crop of flax, raised, not as hereto- admiration to 'all observers-which Mr. W. H. Webb kinds 
.f�re, for t he seed alone, but for the fiber, to supply has had upon the stocks for the past two years, are 

APPLICATIONS FOR tliewearing material deticiency created by the sad now safely launched. On Saturday, the 29th ult., 
do�nfali of the braggart King Cotton. From Illi- tbe last one was sent down the ways precisely a t 10 
nois, a correspondent writes to the Ohio Farmer that o'clock. The dimensions of this veseel are 294 feet 
&x was" very generally sown, 'and in some sections in length, 50 feet beam, and 36 feet 6 inches deep. 
'�geli, sODie putting in as much as ?ne hundred I �hese fi�ures convey a very slight �dea of the impos
acres. In Central Illinois the straw IS short, but' mg outlmes of the grand hull as It stood upon the 
the '$led is superior. In my travels I noticed that ways, and afford no conception whatever of the 
the little old spinning wheel is out, buzzing once thoroughness of the work. The occasion of a launch 
'more; that the baby again is trying to get its fingers is generally the signal for a simultaneous laudation 
in the flyers, and that the ladies are knitting linen of all concerned in the building of the ship, from 
summer stockings. I actually saw a piece of checked, the person who slushes the ways to the proprietor of 
white and blue, flax pocket handkerohiefs. I also the yard; but we could not bestow any encomiums 
saw several men wearing'pantaloons made this spring on Mr. Webb other than he has already won, or in 
from flax which has lain for years in the loft of the any way add to the world· wide fame he has achieved. 

, ..... 
THE EXTENSION OF PA.T. 

ENTS. 

barn." The vessels jURt launched for the Italian Government 
, • .. • will have two powerful engines of 84 inches cylinder 

SERIOUS ACCIDENT.-The splendid steamship Golden and 45 inches stroke of piston, and are to drive a 
Oity, lately built for the Pacific Mail Steamship Com- propeUer 19 feet in diameter, ",ith a pitch of 31 feet pany, met with an accident on her trip out to Cali- 6 inches: the wheel so arranged as to be hoisted fornia, which obliged her to return to this port. when not under steam. The machinery has all the Whim off the coast of Florida one of the boilers was modern improvements, and is much the same as that so badly burned that the arches over the fire-box fitted to the Grand Admiral-the Russian line-of-battle were almost completely inverted. It will take a ship built some years since by Mr. Webb. The armor 
lonE time' to repair the damage. It is wonderful and on the Re d(Yfl Luigi will be four and a-half inches in most fortunate t.hat the arches were not colla psed thicknesll, and the ship will be COlllp1et&ly clad 'from entirely. stem to stern; she haH also a short ram at the bow. 
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The following persons have applied to the Com
missioner of Patents for the extension of their pat-
ents for a term of seven years:-

William E Nichols, of E'\st H'iddam, Conu., for 
extension of a patent granted on Dec. 11, 1849, on 
a macbine for making cord. It is ordered that thi� 
case be heard at the Patent Office, Washington, on 
Monday, Nov. 23, 1863. All persons arc notified t() 
appear, and show cause, if any, why said petition 
should not be granted. Also; John F. Rogers, of 
South Bend, Ind., for extension of pateat granted 
Nov. 27, 1849, on an improvement in railroad trucks. 
Parties are required to appear on Nov. 9, 1868, at 
the p .. tent Office, and show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. 

----..... -�----

THE WORK GOES oN.--Notwithstanding the numer
ous vessels added to the navy within the past two 
years, the work of construction is to still go on. The 
Navy department has just decided to build another 
fleet of iron-clad vessels. They will be longer and! 
more formidable than any now in the service of this 
or any other eountry-being, in fact, perfect copies 
01 the gnlfot Ericsson ()Cean ships, P�ritanllnd Qi.¢ltor, 
which are now building in this city. 
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