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THE COMPARATIVE SOCIAL STANDING OF ME

CHANICS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

sum, depleted by the holidays and necessary relaxa- to conversations and ingratiate themselves into the 
confidence of groups, in order to find out the topics 
discussed. By such means the Government is always 
informed of the tranquillitl or restlessness of the so
called lower classes. In Austria it is the same, and 
as well in Italy and some other of the smaller prin
cipalities that border on the Danube. In Germany 
the workman is free, comparatively; he goes to his 
beer-shop, sings, dances-does, in shor!., what he 
will, so that he only keep out of mischief. In all of 
these aspects of mechanic life we see features that are 
exclusively national and whichenablethe proficient to 
recognize artisans of different nationalities at a glance 
wherever they are met. The British mechanic is apt 
to be lowering, beery and sulky; bnt he is steady 
when at work, a skillful man, generally, in the de
tltils of his business, and thorough. The Frenchman 
is gay, vivacious, and volatile to a fault; he is often 
found over his vin ordinaire, and is an enthusiast in 
his profession, tt not by any means so thorough as 
his neighbor across the Channel. So also the Ger
man; his traits are sluggishness, a general-tobacco
and-lager halo surrounding him, and a heavy lump
ish way of working, which is in strong contrast with 
the others previously mentioned ; these qualities 
act against the production of any very fine mechani
cal wor k; in general, German wares are coarse and 
heavy. If we look at the American mechanic we 
shall find a combination of all the qualities above 
cited. He is energetic, enthusiastic and full of ways 
and means to overcome special difficulties. His dis
position is to hurry through with his business as fast 
as possible. Time is money with him, and a deal of it, 
too; he consequently urges his powers to their fullest 
extent. It would seem that the attention of the me
chanic in this country is given chiefly to invention, so 
many are there brought forth, and this can be account
�d for by the value of the patents. Many and many a 
handsome fortune owes its existence to the well-di
rected efforts of a few hours' thought. 'l'he number 
of discoveries of this kind multiply every year in all 
branches of art, science and manufacture, and wo 
hold to-day, as we have always held, the reputation 
of being the most ingenious people on the globe. 

To the 'lover of his kind, to the philanthropist 
generally, few things in ·the wide range of social 
qU(j'stions present a more interesting spectacle than 
the condition of the toilers and moilers who underlie 
the whole political systems of the world. The 

foundations of society rest, in a great measure, 

tion from toil which is demanded by the body, is all 
that he has to support his family and establisfu. them 
in some decent occupation. The State cares for their 
education, and he need be only at the expense of 

upon the mechanic arts. This is a broad as
se.rtiOilc, and is supported by the following argu
ment :-Although laws are framed for the guid· 
ance and protection of the community, these laws 
and enactments are of them.selves, in our country at 
least, projected, carried out, and supported in force 
by members of the mechanical world at large, Take 
the working classes, that is, those who exist by man
ual labor, for they are in excess of the professional 
ones who live exclusively by their brains or those of 
others, and we shall find that the masses are repre
sented by the followers of the several handicrafts; 
the hewers of wood and drawers of water form a 
noble army recruited from underneath all suns, gath
ered from every quarter of the globe, and exercising 
their several vocations alike in the torrid and the tem
perate zones. The comforts, the pre-eminence, the dis·· 
tinct ions which are open to these men, the political 
privileges they may enjoy, their hopes, and the mun
dane prospects open to them, should excite no small 
part of our consideration. In a state of turbulence 
they excite the utmost alarm in any Government, 
but quietly fulfilling their destinies, rising with the 
sun and toiling long after the going down of the 
same, they accomplish and carry out the inevitable 
course of natural laws. 

The well-being and, consequently, the tranquillity 
of this class of men depend upon several thinge ; 
among these may be found the standard of wages, 
their social status, and their general intelligence. 
These material matters are, in their turn, dependent, 
as to the first issue, upon the demand for the work
men's 6ervices ; as to the second, upon the particular 
form of government under which they live; and, 
lastly, upon the liberality of the State. A man who 
lives solely by selling his labor, will, in most in
stances, carry 'it to the market where it will com
mand the best price. Various ca uses conspire against 
the consummation of this plan-such as the natural 
ties of locality, home attachments, or encumbrances 
of one sort or another, and these are providential so 
far as they restrict emigration. Were it not for these 
irrevocable laws the country that is especially favored 
in respe'ct to the points mentioned would soon be 
overrun and reduced to a level with the others. Let 
this be taken as a solution of the question, why all 
countries are not alike, or why Olle is not as good as 
another, and we have, limitedly, the secret of supe
riority. As we have said, the capital of the work
man is his hands and brain; and the country which 
pays him the most for the use of one and the devel
opment of the other is the one which he will select 
as the theater of his operations. 

We make a distinction between the use of hands 
and the development of brain power, as the best 
means of conveying the idea of invention. Inven
tion is the product of thought, and this thought ori
ginates in the brain; consequently, wherever there 
is the best field for invention-where the discoverer is 
the most fully protected in his rights-that, most as
s uredly, will be to him the promised land. Compar
atively few workmen, in this age; are satisfied to jog 
contentedly along with the saw and the hammer as 
companions. No! this is the era of enlightenment 
and useful discovery. And as the incentives to men
tal action are great, viewed in the light of ordinary 
human aspiration, just so strong is the struggle to 
obtain the prize of wealth which it holds out. 

Let us look. at our own country to.day, or rather 
as it was before the broils of politicians had ob
IIcured all the fair landscape with the smoke and tur
moil of battle, and threatened for a time to over
throw ,all law and order; let us see what our foot
Ing is in reference to the caption of our article. With 
us the workman is respected as an important mem
ber of society; in return for the years of his appren
ticeship, he will receive, on an average, from $450 to 
$600 per annum, Not that a great many do not ob
tain more, but the rather that this is a fair average 
of the compensation received by aU trades. This 

maintenance. On his t&\ble the mechanic in our 
country can place all kinds of meat, also fish and 
poultry, if he be luxurious in his tastes; fruits, vege
tables, flowers, these are all within the reach of his 
means, and can be indulged in limitedly. Thus far 
the inner man; what of the brain and its needs? 
In nearly every ward of the cities which spread them
sel ves broadly over the land there are well-stocked 
schools and academies which will take not only the 
workman's children and make able scholars of them, 
but also himself in the evening, if his education has 
been neglected, and put at his disposal the primary 
branches of kll.owledge, which, once mastered, make 
all others comparatively easy. 

Thus are the two great and most pressing wants 
provided for-the body and the brain. So also, if we 
look at the operations of the commercial transactions 
of the country and the bearing these have upon the 
mechanic's interests, we shall find so moderate a 
scale of prices in respect to food, clothing and the 
intellectual'pleasures, that he may have not only 
enough to feed hfmself and little ones abundantly, 
but alsQ find a surplus wilh which he may clothe 
himself like a gentleman, and visit the concert or 
theater as often as is necessary. .Also, in the legisla
tion of the land, his voice may be as loud and his 
influence as strong as any millionaire of the metrop. 
olis; he exercises his own judgment, and if oppress
ive or corrupt laws are put in force, it is the fault of 
the class to which he belongs. Nay! he may him
self, enjoying the confidence of his fellow-citizens, 
a�ire to any seat of power in the land. Few names 
shine more brightly on the roll of honorable dis· 
tinction than those Who were formerly heard of only 
in tho workshops and mills-. 

From these observations we deduce the fact that 
America must be, of all places, the most desirable one 
for mechanics, and certainly, compared with other 
parts of the globe, it would appear so. Look for a 
moment upon the social standing of mechanics in the 
old cQuntries-in England for instance. The me
chanic in that kingdom is as widely different from 
his coadjutor here as the countries are distinctly 
separated by the sea which flows between them. It 
is true that there are institutes and places for public 
gatherings, where the artisan may listen to lectures 
and themes discussed by the most eminent of his pro
fession; there are, moreover, protective societies, 
in which the compliance with certain fixed rules and 
the payment of a monthly sUbscription entitle the 
member to the lJupport of his fellows, both morally 
and materially. With all these advantages, how
ever, there is, in the English workman, a lack of the 
particular individuality which is sodear to the heart of 
the American artisan. Merge the latter in the mass, 
and you destroy his efficiency. Appeal to his personal 
skill and knowledge and you incite, not him alone, 
but the whole of his comrades, to act in such a man
ner that they also shall receive this coveted reward. 
The English form of government may be adduced as 
the reason for this. The aristocrats are so powerful 
that the laborers and petty tradesmen associate only 
with themselves, and are denied, generally, those op
portunities of social cultivation which are here at
tainable ; though it may be remarked that gentility, 
like poetry, is inborn and cannot be assumed. So 
also as regards the wages, the American workman 
has decidedly the advantage. English artisans with 
whom we have conversed, assure us, however, that 
the average amount of wages received per week by 
them is about thirty shillings, or $7·50 of our money. 
Now, if these figures are correct, we cannot think 
that the prices of food are so vastly less abroad than 
they are with us; for, at the Same scale of prices, 
even, the mechanic here would have much the advan
tage of his brother in Europe. At all events those 
mechanics who come to this country will not compare 
favorably with the mass here. 

Throughout Europe the case is much the same; 
the Government is the controlling power, for or 
against the workman, and allows him just such 
privileges as it pleases. If we look at France, we 
shall find the wine-shops and cabarets full of police, 
who, clothed in the dress of honest citizens, listen 
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Much more time and thought could be prOfitably 
employed upon the subject of this article than it is 
in our power to bestow; it is one full of interest, and 
we hope from time to time to say a few words upon 
our progress in the mechanic arts, as also upon the 
superiOr intelligence and mental qualities generally 
of our American mechltnics. 

- -

HOMES FOR MEN OF MODERATE INCOMES. 

There are some peculiar phases of city life which 
present food for thought, and afford opportunities 
for observation which, if properly improved, cannot 
fail to be of service to a vast majority of our citizens. 
In our last volume we presented our readers with 
20me statistics concerning the cost of living, or, 
rather, of the bare support of life; "living" being a 
general term, which includes many things beside, the 
mere staff of life. Let us now look at the manner in 
which families are obliged to live with reference to 
their apartments. It is a well-known fact that, 
owing to the value of real estate, and the enormous 
taxes with which property-holders are saddled, rents 
are high and the accommodation given therefor cor
respondingly limited. It is by no means uncommon 
to pay $1,000 or $1,200 per year for the use of II 

house whose surroundings, in the way of neighbors 
and the streets adjoining, are very far from being de, 
sirable. As we descend in the scale of prices, we 
shall find dwellings in the heart of the' poorer q uar
ters, on the eastern side of the city, which are rented 
to many families-say from four to forty, and in some 
cases to still greater numbers (these figures do not 
designate indi viduals, they represent families) ; from 
the curhstone to the garret every room is thickly 
crowded with human beings. Such tenements are 
rented in suites of separate apartments, for which a 

monthly rent is exacted, varying with the distance 
from the street, those nearest the sky being of 
course the cheapest. The average receipts for one of 
these tenements will amount to the astonishing Bum 
of $600 or $800 per annum. This in houses which 
are not by any means worth ten times those sums i 
indeed, we are told by those who ought to know-tho 
�ltndlords-that fifteen per cent is not at all an un-
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