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For the 8oieatiliaAmerlc&D. 
T E tions, I called on the Commissioner of Public 

Llaea frem Uaretted FIIlX---Errera Cor- HE PAT NT OFFICE···ITS ARCHITECT. 
rect�d. 

Buildings, with whom the drawings ought to 

Some errors seem to prevail on the subject To THE EDITOIlS OF THE SCIENTIFIC AilE- I Patmt OjJict Building, De.igned by W. P. have been left, to furnish me the plans as ap. 

of fiu which ought to be corrected. It i8 lUCAN. EUiot, .drchittet and Engineer, of WlJlhing- proved by the President, but no such plans 

quite natural for tbose who have always don� GENTLEMEN :-My attention hu been drawn tM. D. C." were to be found, and, as they never c&me Into 

their work in one cert&in mann�r to think no to all articl�, published In your valuable jour- Whoever is the author of this article h&8 my posse8sion even to thi8 day (ltfteen years), 

other will ... nswer, and especiiLlly when new nal, und�r date of February 1, 18:il, in rela- overlooked material f&ete ia the c&l!e of thi� I wu compelled, de novo, to form plan8 of my 
modes of doing the u'"e thing hne been often tion to Lhe Patent Office Building, ereding in building, and thereby done great injustice to own conception, following substantlal:y the 

attempted and &8 ol&..n r .. lle':. this city. This article bear8 the following the bona fide architect of this building, Ro- outline of that approved by the Presideat; a 
The first error I would notice ia, that fiu he&ding: bert MiIIl. large drawing, In perspective, of the whole fa.-

cannot be used for making linen where the "H�tory and De8cription of the U. S. The facta in the case are these :-10 1836 a !: .. de W&8 800n after m&de in my office for ex-

seed h&8 ripened-tha.t fiu for linen must be hlbition, first to the President, then to Con. 
taken up before the seed is mutured. This gress, and which h&8 been exhibited In both 
W&8 formerly the opinion in Ireland, but when Houses of Congress, from time to time, ever 
it was found that the Belgian8 8aved their lince, and in the Patent Office proper. 

seed, and at the same time, produced better I then proceeded with the work, arranged 
flax than the Irish, the course was changed, all the details externally and internally, ac-

and, for several years, the Irish fiu.growers cording to the requirement of the office-made 

have &dopted the recommendations of the the building thoroughly fire-proof by arching 
"Royal Soci .. ty for the Promotion of the every 8tory with brick, and W&8 gratified in 

Growth of Flu in Irelaad," and sued their finding the &OCommodatioDB proved latlafacto. 
seed, which frequently amounte in value to r1 to the government buaineaa. 
$20 per acre. In 1849, the increasing business of the Pa.-

Another error is, th .. t Ih.z must be rotted or tent Office, and the creation of a new Depart-
steeped. This is necesa .. ry wben only me- ment (th" Department of the Interior), to 
chanical means .. re relied upon to prepare it which was attached the Patent. Office al a 
for @pinning, as by the present mode of manu. bureau, demanded a further el[tension of this 
facture &dopted in Ireland, and to some small building, and Congre�s made the necessary 
extent in 'his country.. The llteeping or water. appropriations to carry out the two wingl of 
rotting proce�R takes out a portion of the glut- the l&me, according to the "original plan." 
en, which, in the unrotted fiu, connecte the The question of "the original plan" coming 
fibre8 together, making tbem too ha.rMh and up in the Senate, I was oompelled to preaent 
wiry for line !pinning. But, by the new my plan to ezplain what were ite requiremento, 
mode, previously described in your paper, this was satisfactory, and the appropriations 
which I &dopt, rotting is entirely unnece88ary, p&88ed. In the spring of 1849 I submitted 
and, indeed, injuriou8, &s all rotting more plans of the interior arrangement for theBe 
or lesl injures the fibre. By a little over· rot. wings to the Secretary of the Interior, waich 
ting, to which U i. alway8 lia.ble, it ia much were approved, and I &m now proceeding with 

Plan of this building was presented to the brick; when the bill went into the HOU8�, tbe tb k (th we akened in strength or entirely spoiled. e wor e east wing fillt), wl&h iIIe pros. 
Committee of Congress, by Town & Elliot, material for facing the walls w&s changed from t th t, b f C 

The linen ma.de by the new process will pec a e are ongre.8 .b .. 11 assernble in 
which, being approved, an appropriation was brick to -.•• t�-- but no change w&s m&de in De b have the advantage of having not only all the .... WK, cem er, to have all the office rooms prepa_ 

stl eagth of the fibre, but being in strensth en. mr.de of $110,000 to erect the portion of build. th�Appropriatic.n List to provide for ita addi. red for occupancy by the Secretary and his of. 
ing now occupied by the Patent Ollice. The tional COlt, by the use of' aui stone', in thi. It h tir�ly uniform. cers i t ere will also be a grand model room 
bil� as pall8ed by the Senate, contemplated a lIb.pe it p&a8ed both Houses, and tbe whole b 

' 
Another error is, that the proce!sea of re- 270 y 6:i feet, and 30 feet high. After ma.-

brick building, with 1tIOOlUn floor., filled in wilh lubject was referred to the President of the .. 
lining the fibre before Ipinning. by tbe use of ainl all my planl, and, in a me&8nre, settling 
chemical means, or 8uch HolventB as are ne. upon all the detailB of the bUilding, which 
cessary to take all this glutinoua or incruating have been for more than & year made public, 
matter from the fibre , t&kel out the eBsential I wu not.. little surprised to see in your 
oil, which is 8aid to be necel8ary to the spin. journal of Febru .. ry last, the main features of 
ning. Now there is no e8senti .. 1 oil in fiax, my arrangement of this building ezhibited in 
besid.,.., experience has �hown that It can be varioul plans engraved on its face, and not a 
spun a8 well when so refined as the rotted word of the name or the 8ervices of the prac_ 
fiu. Besides If tbere were any such oil or tical. architect. Is this, Messrs. EditOfll, do-
other analgous m&terial, it cannot be of any ing justice to me? I have alw&YI accorded 
value to the linen, for by theuniver8a1 prac- to the origln .. 1 inventors, or designerl, of this 
tice of boiling the yarna in alkali hefore offer. pl .. n of the p .. tent Olllce BUilding., the credit 
iug them in tbe rn&rket, and by the subsequent of the outline and the arcbitectur .. 1 order uled, 
severe process of bleaching, all such materials but a8 they never lavored me witb any plana 
are entirely removed from tbe fibr... of thair views of the interior or the exterior of 

Another error i8 tbat lIu for linen must be the bUilding, I claim some little merit in tbe 
pulled, &n.! tha.tthe Americ .. n modeof cutting busineu of carrying out the pl .. n to their sa· 
lIax when grown for. seed, renden it unfit. tisf .. ction ( ... I underst .. nd), and alao that of 
Thirty yeall age it was the practice to pull the p.,blic, and especially of the Government. 
hemp, but it is found much beLter &� well as Th e only pl&ns th .. t were laid before the 
more convenient to cut it, and if any one will CommitteE', or the President, exhibited simply 
care 'ully examine the lIu plant, he will see tbe arrangement of the second or principal 
that it would he better cut, and if well done, lIoor, and h was of this character-(see PI .. n 
close to the ground, it will result ln no g",at A). Nothing of the upper story arrang e· 
108s of lint, and especially by the new proceea, ment. W&8 laid down; the only character of 
can be much more conveniently managed than l&rge rooms for models in the plan A were 
If pulle4, since the root contain8 very little those on mlc'b. side of the pU8age, at 1, 2, 3, 

fibre, and is seen to be broken off and wuted 4, about 21 feet wide i wbereas, in plan B, 

in the proceu of bre&king. United State.. Tbe plan8 were laid before When I commenced operationl I was fur. now ezhibited, according to my &rr .. ngement, 
The correction of these errors will .!o much the President, and he adopted, aubstanti .. lly, llished by Town & Elliot with aD o .. tlineplan, the whole width of tbe building ill taken for 

to prepa.re the way for the introduction of linen that pre8ented by Town & Elliot, and I W&8 delignating tbe foundations (of digging) for the Model Rooms-tlie vaulted ceilingl being 
manufactures into thill country, e8pecial1y .. s appointed the Architect to carry out, substan- that portion then required by the Office. (See .upported on columns, "8 shown in .&he plan. 
cotton factories e .. n easily be &Itered for linen, tially, thi8 plan, according to the appropria.- PI&n.) The principal, or third lIoor, throughout. has 
and as it is now rendered certain that linen tions made by Congrels. When we were rer.dy for laying the found... been thrown into one Grand Ezhibition Room, 
may be produced as aheap al cotton goods, each section being 270 feet 10Dg, 64 feet wide, 
when cotton is not below 7a. per lb. and 30 feet higb, all vaulted with groin arch. 

O. S. L.AVITT. ee, lupported on m&8liv;columns. 
P&eifio Hotel, New York, Aug. 16th. Tbe original plan contemplated above, no 
{Mr. Leavitt haa devoted a great number of doubt, the 8&me Iolrangement ... below, viz., 

years to this subject, and hIS visited Europe long and narro" rooms each 8idv of the pla-
to obtain all the iDformation that could be 8 .. ge. This may Be denied by your correBpon. 
acquired there. We have seen lome of his dent, bllt no evidence h ... been given otber. 
sampl8ll, and beautiful they are. We hope wise, until February 1&8t, ill your journal, af. 
that our manufacturera will give the subject ter the lapse of fifteen yeuI, and . my plans 
their candid aDd I.I8r��ttention. 0 made public. 

The Paris journals announce that *he filllt )[y only object 1D making thil communlea. 

rail"ay in Sweden hall jut been completed; Uon is to exhibit f&eta to the public, the mind 

it eIItends from the Lake of Dangbar to that of whlah should be diaabuaed, that justice 

of YDgm, in *he dis'rict of Fillpstand, and is Ihould be meted to whom it is due. Very i 

ailout lIII"nty-fi'1'8 mil .. in length. America 
reapectfnlly, you obedient servant, 

� ha8 as much railro&d ... all other nation.. 
&a •• aT MILLS. Arohlteat P. B 

City of Wa8blDgtolJ, D. C., August, 18tH .. 
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