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result, and in which case none but the present 
plan would have served to prevent confusion. 

Interior of East Florida. 

Alachua was the first county, says the An­
cient City, which was laid off in the interior 
after the cession, and previous to its American 
occupation had never b __ en settled, the Span­
ish and English settlements in Florida being 
pritwipally confined to the eoast. It has, how­
ever, from the time of De Soto's expedition to 
the present day, been covered with a large pop­
ulation, and was the favorite country of the 
Indian tribes. In 1812 it was the seat of the 
Seminole power, and occupied by their head 
chiefs, and continued so until they were driven 
out by the whites. In 1814 an attempt was 
made by a party from Georgia, under Genera.l 
Harris, to form a settlement in this section.­
A govermen t was actually organized, but in 
consequence of the continued hostility of the 
Indians and bad management, the settlement 
was broken up. Many tracts of land were 
surveyed at that time, the plots of which af­
terwards fell into the hands of the Spaniards, 
and probably served as the basis of nearly all 
the �panish grantR in the country. Alachua 
has always been a favorite agricultural eounty, 
�nd is said to boast of an unusual Imiformity 
of seasons and general good crops. Its lands 
are well calculated fotr nearly every species of 
product-sugar, cotton, corn, and tabacco, 
thrive well. I t is also healthy and pleas .. nt.­
Its numerous pandJulond prairies diversify the 
landscape, and its great natural curiosity, the 
Alachua prairie, is well werthy of a visit. It 
was called by the Indians the Jug, from its pe­
culiar formation. The Natural bridge of the 
Santa Fe, under which a large river runs for a 
mile in length, is a singular freak of nature, 
and the numerous sink-holes, caverns, and na­
tural wells and springs make it a very peculi­
arly formed country. As a grazing and agri_ 
cultural country it is well worthy of attention, 
and has already within its borders a numerous 
and enterprsing body of inhabitants. 

Works on SCience and Art. 

DICTONARY OF MECHANICS, ENGINE WORK 
AND ENGINEERING.-Part 8 of this work, pub­
lished by Messrs. Appleton & Co., contains 
Machinery for Sawing, Derricks for Hoisting, 
Docks for ships, Dredging Machines and Dress­
ing M;achines. 

�========================== 

Correspondence of the Soientilla American. 

For the information of visiters desirou� of 
seeing the large copper rock which was brought 
from Lake Superior at such great expense du-

WASHINGTON CITY, April 30, 1850. 

The Patent Committee of the Senate have 
made a report adverse to the petition of Tat­
ham & Brothers, for an extension of a patent 
right, which they purchased for the manufac­
ture of lead pipe. It appears that Tatham, 
when in England, became acquainted with the 
invention, and purchased from the inventor all 
his interest therein. On hi� return, he ob­
tained a patent here, bearing date 29th March 
1841, but granted for the term of 14 years 
from the 31st of August, 1837, that being the 
date of the foreign patent, in accordance with 
the statuary provisions in such cases; thus 
leaving the invention to be used by any one 
in the United States, for a period of nearly 
four years, free of cost, before the issuing of 
the patent. The Committee say, that in no 
1nstance has Congress extended a patent at the 
request and for the exclusive benefit of an as­
signee ILl0ne. That, they contend, would be 
impolitic and unjust in the extreme, inasmuch 
as an assignee is a mere trader and speculator 
upon the labor and inventions of othere, and 
has therefore no mor" merit or claim on the 
government for its aid than a speculator in 
any thing else would have. The policy of the 
patent laws is to give protection to the meri­
torious inventor, and this being accomplished, 
the intention of the law is fulfilled. The Com­
mittee say that the petitioners have not 
thought proper to infQrm them what they paid 
for the invention, nor of the profits they have 
made out @)f it. These facts, for reasons best 
known to themselves, they have kept secret, 
but from facts which have come from other 
sources, there is no doubt but that an im­
mense sum has been realized. In addition to 
this the patent has not yet expired, nor have 
they given any reason why their application 
was made to Congress instead of to the Patent 
Office. 

ring the Administration of President Tyler, I 
would state that it lies in the square of the 
War Department buildings, where it appears 
to have been long forgotten. 

The South is at b.stwaking up to its true 
interest, '" few days ago nea.rly the whole 
amount of the capital stock for a steam cat­
ton factory at Sparta, Ga., amounting to 
$80,000, was taken up the same day. This 
spirit of enterpri se is now rapidly spreading 
through Alabama and Tennessee. 

Brown's patent water gas, which has been 
for some weeks used at tke National Hotel in 
this city, has recently been discontinued, and 
the gas of the Washington Company again 
introduced, for the reason, I believe, that it is 
to be furnished gr&tuitously. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has received 
a letter from Mr. Appleton, from which it ap­
pears that the annual product of all the cotton 
mills in the U. S. is 25,000,000 of yards. 

The nomination of Mr. Ewbank has not 
yet been taken up, nor does there now appear 
any probability of action upon it until the 
Compromise Committee shall have made their 
report. 

You will perceive that the Judiciary Com­
mittee of the House have at last reported their 
bill for the protection of the rights of paten .. 
tees, but owing to the retarded state of the 
whole of the public business, there is but lit­
tle chance of definitive action upon it at the 
present Session. Five months have expired, 
and yet none of the appropriation bills are 
touched. 

A writer in one of our city papers thinks the 
proposition of certain persons in the British 
Parliament to tax the articles sent to the 
World's Industrial Convention, an indication 
that from fear of foreign competition the 
whole affair will be quashed. This is a mis­
take, for however much they may fear Yankee 
ingenuity, the prejectors have gone too far to 
recede. 

Henderson's telegraphic machine for taking 
the Yeas and Nays is an admirable contri­
vance, and would answer very well provided 
members were not in the habit of changing 
their votes after they have been given. At 

I 
l the recent election of Clerk, two-thirds of the 
1 members of the House chlLnged their votes 

I��ee times before the a.nnouncement of the 

l�· 
----

Mr. Roebling's puNication on the practica­
bility of an Atl80ntic Magnetic Telegraph has 
been read with a.·good deal of attention, and 
the Senate Committe, to whom a memuri80l on 
the subject has been referred, will avail them­
selves of the suggestions made. There have 
been so many wonderful things accomplished 
in our day that it is scarcely safe to laugh at 
any thing. . ,  There is a good deal of talk lIt relatIOn to 
Tippet's Cold Water Safety Engine. He has 
produced a one horse power mod@l, the work­
ing of which he says exceeds hili most san­
guine hopes. Boilp.rs are entirely dispensed 
with. The steam is raised by means of a 
small jet of celd water injected upon a large 
plug of iron fixed in the furnlLce, and of suffi­
cient bulk to retain the heat th .. t might be dis­
sipated. By a simple contrivance, this steam 
enters the cylinders and moves the piston in a 
manner similar to a. common engine. The 
amount of power is limited only by the strength 
of the materials. He claims that it is utterly 
impossible for any explosion of any extent to 
occur, for the simple reason that there is noth­
ing in it larger than a cylinder to explode. He 
is abOlit to construct a boat fitted up with one 
of these engines, as an experiment. * 

Medical Discovery. 
It has been ascertained that the true source 

of scorbutic disease, as it shows itself in our 
ships and prisons, is the want of potash in 
the blood; that salted meat contains little 
more than half the potash in fresh melLts ; and 
that, while an ounce of rice contains only five 
grains of potash, an ounee of pot8oto contains 
1,875 grains, which accounts for the great in­
cr�aae of the disease since the scarcity of the 
potato. In patients under this disease, the 
blood is found to be deJicient in potash; and it 
has been ascertained by repeated experiments, 
that whatever be the diet, such patients speed_ 
ly recover if a few grains (from twelve to twen­
ty) of some salt of potash be given daily.­
Lime juice is regularly ordered in the navy, as 
a specific for the disease, and the reason of its 
efficacy is not the acid, but the amuunt of pot­
ash being 846 grains in an ounce. On these 
facts, it seems possible to found a slight, but 
very salutary improvement in the navy. Let 
a portion of tartrate of potash be ordered regu­
lary to be mixed with the lime-juice that is given 
out for use ; and let arrangements oe adopted 
for boiling the salt meat in steam. A large 
portion of salt will thus be eliminated, and the 
food made more wholesome. A similar course 
might be adopted in work-hQuses and prisons. 
If so simple a remedy is in our hands, it is cri­
minal to neglect it. 

[If the abov� is true, all that is required to 
prevent scurvy, is simply to use a little of the 
c8orbonate of potash in food, (with salt meat.) 
There is no use (If lime juice, that would be 
a useless expense. We apprehend, however, 
that the scurvy is produced not for the want 
of potash, but the presence of too much of the 
chlorate of soda (s8olt) in the food. 

Mlne>reJ. (Jav" ln Wlseonsln. 
The Madison, (Wis.) Argus publishes a 

statement showing that there is in that vicini­
ty, a huge cave conta.ining immense deposites 
of lead and copper. The quantity of mineral 
lead seen in a distance of three miles only, 
(cave distance-perhaps three hundred yards,) 
was computed at about 200,000 tons. The 
discovery created great excitement at Fox­
town, �e8or the cave, and preparations fvr the 
erection of smelting furnaces were immediate­
ly made. 

[The above is something like a hoax. Since 
the discovery of gold in California, wonderful 
discoveries of the same metal have been made 
in Australia, and gold mines have been round 
in Massaehusetts, New Jersey, Indiana, and 
almost every State in the Union. Some peo­
ple wauld like to speculate in mineral lands, 
but the charms of California have no rival. 

Patent Information-Important 1;0 Per­
sons Using Patented Machines. 

We learn by the Washington Union, that 
the Supreme Court of the United States, sit­
ting at Washington, on Friday last, in the case 
of Wilson, assignee of Woodworth, vs. For_ 
syth & Simpson, decided that a person in the 
lawful possession and use of a patented mlL­
chine, when a patent is renewed or extended, 
is not merely entitled to the continued use of 
the thing patented, according to his interest 
therein, by virtue of the 18th section of the 
act of July, 1836, as decided by Wilson vs. 
Rousseau, and this case when formely before 
the court, in 1846, but has 8olso the right to 
keep the machine in perfect repair, not, how­
ever, to the extent of destroying its identity, 
and that supplying new cutters and knives to 
Woodworth's planing machine, when the old 
ones become worn out, are lawful repairs, which 
may be made without infringing the patentee's 
extended right. The court also decided that 
the allegation of fraud against Uri Emmons, 
in obtaining an interest in the Woodworth pat­
ent in 1!i29, (F. & S. claiming in part under 
Emmons) was not maintained in this case.­
The court affirmed the decree of the Circuit 
Court of the United States for Louisiana, dis­
missing complainant's (Wilson) bill-Judge 
Wayne delivering the opinion. The case was 
argued by M. Webster and Governor Seward 
for complainant, and Mr. H. D. Gilpin and J. 
D. Westcott for defendants. 
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LU'e of a Locolnotlve. 

It is estimated in England that the life @f a 
Locomotive is one hundred and .fifty thousand 
miles. 

If the value of an engine is $6,000, it costs 
four cents for every mile run. The usual rail_ 
road fare for passengers is 8obout four cents a 
mile, so that a passenger at this rate would 
pay no more for his passage than the actual 
cost of the wear of the engine, if no other 
passengers were carried except himself, and no 
freight taken. 

The Railway tolls on Coal in England may 
be judged from a notice in the London Mining 
Journal: The Clay Cross Company have con­
tracted to deliver 45,000 tons of COlLI in Lon­
don j and have agreed with the Midla.nd, and 
London and North-western Railways for the 
carriage of them, at ;id. per ton per mile. 
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THE JOURNAL OF AHE FRANKLIN INSTI_ 
TUTE.-Number 4, Vol. 49, of this Journal is 
an excellent one. It conbins a good article 
On American Engineering. 

If we are correct in eur dat';', No.6 of Ar­
nott's Gothic Architecture was issued in Oct. 
last, and we have now to announce, after a. 
long, (and to each subscriber, perplexing) pe­
riod, Nos. 7 and 8 combined. Pul::lishers so 
responsible as Messrs. Appleton & Co., are I 

justly subject to censure for such manifest in­
difference to the interests of those who look for 
the numbers with some reasonable regularity, 
and we feel bound to express it, in behalf of all 
who have subscribed for the work thraugh this 
office. The publication is a good one, and is 
got up in a highly creditable manner. Four 
numbers more makes it complete. 

Write Plain. 

It makes no matter how coarse and clum­
sy the penmanship may be, if it is only plain 
and easily decyphered. No person should di­
rect a letter whose hand-writing is not legi­
ble. Many sad mistakes b.ave been ma;\e in 
directing letters to puzzle postmasters. There 
are nn less than eleven thousand pounds is 
put into the British Dead Letter Office annu­
ally, because the backings of the letters can­
not be decyphered. All that is required, is a 
little attention and a little care. Editors do 
not like to read the correspondence of a care­
less writer, and printers have two'kinds of de­
vils-the attendant, known as the:" printer's" 
imp, and manuscript that would be disowned 
as the production of Beelzebub. 
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Georgia Turpentine. 

The Savannah Republican, in an article up_ 
on the Turpentine business in Georgia, states 
that there are some fifteen or sixteen persons 
now engaged in its manufacture, whose united 
product will amount to not less than twenty 
thousand 80nd eight hundred barrels during the 
present season. There are some eight (lr ten 
others who have recently embarked in the busi­
ness whose labors will add very considerably 
to this amount. The distillation of crude tur­
pentine is also rapidly increasing in that State; 
and the time is thought not to be very distant, 
when Georgia will be able to vie with North 
Carolina in the production of this article. 

----�.�-----=:::::::::�.-, 

Salt at Syracull6. 

About 2,000,000' gals. ohalt brine are pump­
ed up every day at Syracuse, and the wonder 
is how the water is impregn80ted and it is said 
to improve every year. Hundreds of acres of 
land a.re covered by evaporating vats, and con­
stantly spreading over more. These are re_ 
plenished with brine daily, and the salt gath­
ered twice in a season. The boiling process 
ia more laboriOUS, though producing a finer 
grained and a less valuable quality of salt. 
Each furnace is set with from 20 to 30 large 
cauldron kettles, which are kept full and boil­
ing night and day, and vary in the amount of 
a day's product from two to ten bushels of 
Halt each. 

"Spiritual Knocklngs." 

These strange phenomenlL, at Rochester, Au­
burn and the late break out at Stratford, Conn., 
continue to command a large share of public 
attention, and although vouched for in the 
most positive terms by those who are known 
to us as men of the highest respectability, still 
thousands ill the language of Shakspeare, 
"might not believe this without the sensible 
and true avouch of their own eyes." This is Our 
caseexactly. 

---==----
A most terrific tornado has taken place in 

the Island of New Providence, W. I. It was 
the most destructive experienced for thirty 
years. The loss of life and property was fear­
ful. 

The steamboat "� of th;-West," was 
burned one mile below Warsaw' Ky., on the 
morning of the 23rd ult. About one hundred 

I passengers lo�t their lives. What a heart­
rending event. 
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