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Iaail ltnnn +Jft�tn� 
COInlllunlcatlon with the ;pacific. 

The attention of London merchants and 
capitalists has again been awakened to the 
subject of a communication with the Pacific, 
across some part of the narrow strip of land 
which unites North and South America. A 
pamphlet has just been published on the sub­
ject by Capt. Liot, colonial superintendent of 
the West India P"oyal Mail Steampacket Com­
pany. This gentleman in company with Mr. 
McGeachy, the crown surveyor of J amaca, ex_ 
amined the Isthmus of Panama in '1845, and 
then came to the conClusion that the most fea­
sible mode of connecting the two oceans would 
be by making a Macadamized or wagon road 
in New-Grenada, from Porto Bello on the At­
lantic side, forty miles south of Chagres, to 
Panama on the Pacific. Capt. Liot estimated 
the cos�road from 40 to 50 llliles in Iength­
at £400,ODO or $2,000,000, and he calculated 
the profits from traffic at from $300,000 to 
$500,000,a year. He gives the foundation of 
these calculations in detail. 'Messrs. Howland 
& Aspinwall's projectof a railroad has now sup­
perseded the plan of Captain Liot. 

The railroad undertaken by the American 
capitalists is regarded with intense interest by 
the English, who conceive that the profits 
Which are sure to accrue, would authorise the 
construction of another route. The one selee­
ted or rather suggested by them, combines the 
profits of great passenger traffic with the devel­

ppement of vast natural resources. It is a road 
from Greyton, at the mouth of the San Juan 
to Lake Nicaragua, and thence to Realejo in 
that state, or to the port of Lalinas in Costa 
Rica. This is almost identical with the route 
'of the New-York and New-Orleans company, 
in their agreement with the State of Nicaragua 
to make a canal communication between the 
two oceans. We foresee that the latter route, 
which has unusual facilities for navigation, 
will one day or other be a strong rival to the 
'Charges and Panama railroad. 

=c::=-

Hndson River Rallroad. 

Last week, the first locomotive run from 
thirty_second street, to Peekskill without stop. 
:ping. The distance was performed in one 

'hour-40 llliles. This was good time-most 
Ilxcellent considering the curves on the road 
ind the first trial. 

:::::::::>e=-
Direct Road l'rolll New York to New· 

Hampshire. 

A meeting was held at Hartford, Can., last 
week, to project measures for the construction 
(jf a road to connect the CCHmecticlit River 
Hnd the Cheshire and Rutland Roads, by a 
track of about 26 miles. This link would 
/:Jpen I1P a direct conununication between New 
York city, and the interior of New Hampshire 
filnd Vermont. 

== 

In England, in 1847, 211 persons were killed 
ILnd 174 injured, out of 54, 854,019 pass..ugers 
ahd, in 1848, 202 were kilhid and 219 irijured, 

61'57,855,133 passengers. 
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STAVE CUTTER, JOINTER, SHINGLE AND BARREL HEAD 
MACirlN'E.�--FigureL 

This machine is the invention of Nr. Chn.s. 
B. Hutchinson, of Waterloo, N. Y., fQr which 
a patent is now pending. It �mbraces three 
parts. Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 
Stave Cutter, Figure 2 is a front view of the 
Shingle Cutter and Barrel Header; and figure 
3 1$ a section of it, showing how the face plate 
is moved to cut the angle of the shingle. Fig. 
4 is a perspective view of the Stave Jointer. 
The same letters refer to lilre parts. 

ltfs united by ties, 0, to a plate, E, which has 
two curved grooves, HH, cut on it. This 
plate projects outside of the standlLrdM, on each 
of which there is a guide 'pin, F, which passes 
through the greaves, H H. The knife is dra\Vn 
backwards and forward from side to side. In 
doing this it cuts the stave out lengthwise, but 
traverseiy, also by a slll>nting cut; for, when 
the knife is drawn to the'one side, it is guided 
downwards, to cut through the b lock by the 
grooves, H, on the plate, E, directing the a'ald 
plate (and consequently the cutter) circularly, 
,'Thile it is drawn longitudinally. 

. The cutter, D, and the plate, E, Corm a ira.rne 
well fitted in the standard grooves, &nd cofu.. 
bined with the guide cheeks, B. G is a handle 
to move the euttet. It will be evident to eve. 

[NUMBER 2. 
cheek studs, A A changing the position of the 
face plate, H, to the block, every new cut. The 
studs, AA, are screws and can be thrown out of 
gear at any time, to cut barrel heads, the cor· 
ners of which may be sawed off afterwards. 

FIG. 3. 

Fig. 4, the jointer, is just a table to feed in 
the staves, from fig. 1, to joint them. A is the 
standard; B is the feoo table. The knife, C, 
cuts lengthwise a.nd downwards, like the shin � 

gle knife. E E are tlle grooves in it, and D D 
are g'Uide pins to direct ita action downwards, 
when it is draWn to one side, to give the' slant. 
ing cut. 

FIef. 4.. 

Figure 1 is a frame, composed of two up_ 
right side standards,' A. A. There is a table 
in front (not seen) on which to feed the block 
to be cut into Btaves. This table ill screwed to 
each standu.rd inside, and joins them together. 
In each standarrd there is a selllicircular groove, 
as indicated by th� light spaces. In this 
groove are nicely fitted sliding guide cheeks, B 
B, these cheeks move &round in the circular 

,groove!!. D is the cutting or' splitting knife. 

ry person that this m&chine embracea a heil.u. ' 
tifuJ principle for euttmg out the litit.-Veli. 

As it rllglLrde the principle uPQn¥ich th,is 
m&chine cuts, ,there can be no doubt its utility 
is beyond question. Mofe information about 

, rights, &0., may be obtained by letter (p. p.) 
addressed to the ingenious inventor. 

Figure 2. 

B 

Ught1Jo1l8e Bird Trap. 
We have heard, saye the editor of the POl't8� 

mouth (N. H.) Journal, many strange stories 
about the great number of birds which, bewil. 
dered by the bright glare of the lamp on 
Boon Island, fiy against the iron railing which 
surrounds the light, with �uch force as to 'kHJ 
themselves. We have heard that somernom. 
ings several bushels of dead birds have been 
gathered up a.round the light, which had f",lIen 
victims to the brilliancy of the previous ·night. 

.A few da}'ll since we irtquired of Capt. 
Thompson, the keeper, whether there was ,a.n-Y 
truth in the stories; he s'aid that such devasta' 
tion was not of daily occurrence, but a freli� 
quentlya large number ofde",d birds were"found j 
around the light houae. Oue morning, about 
three mo�thssince, there was a ra�her larger' 
number than common. His assistant, <Mr. 
Fletcher, gathered in one heap three "htin'dred' ' 
and sixteen birds which had fallen th'e ple'vio�& 
night. They were in this heap a.t least tWeh.· 
ty varieties of land and sea bir(h-s�mCi of 

Fig. 2 embra�iI the same principle in cut- th� ciit. Till'S is aorie in a beautiliil. �nd sim· 
ting ahingles Ii.� bimel heads, only tM knife pIe llla;nner} as better represented by fig. 3. F 
Or cutter is not afrected circularly but to the is a stationary ratched rod, secured on the beautiful plumage, Sl!9h,!s,�� ,.ha.d never seen 
oj! side and downwards. A A are the upright ilhor. A small circular frame is secured atthe befo�e. Walking. Bi�Un� th� li��r Cll-pt, 

Thompso� saw mao ny more wliic4 �oii!d have standards; C is the knife. It is united by ties lower end of the face plate, H ,' the which ' . 
added largely'to .the h�ap. . " or screws to the plate B. This plate has two plate moves up and down, and is connected to � .;". 

angle grooves, D D, cut on it, through which a gate behind it, which slides up and down in There is now ind has been a gl'eatdroutif pass the guide pins, II, on the standards. The the side grooves of the standards� On this in Nova ScotilL, by whicll the crops haYe stU. knife and plate are guided in side grooves (not circular frame is a smaH ratchet pinion, G, fered severely. It is.iloubtfuUf the f&rmera 
seen, in the standards. When the knife is fixed on a short axis. nis pinIon ha� a pro. there, will b� able.to s�pp�rt their cat'tie duo drawn sideways it is also guided by tlie grooves, jection or cam on eil.Ch side, placed reversely �i.Iy!" the collling Winter. 
D, on the plate, to cut downwards at the same to one another. When the knife is brought ' === 
time. E III the table on which the blocks are down', this pinion does not t1!.ke into the ra.tcli.. .A. letter from. Cairo stlLtes that � French �n. 
placed to be cut; and His the face plate a.gainst -at r;d, F, but only when it iii lo,iiled tip, and girieer has just discovered 0. v�ih of 060,\ 
which they !Ire pressed to guide the angle of thus alternatety the cams a.ct upon t!J.e twp the Nlle. in Upper Egypt, 

"';' . .  ' 
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