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formed by these huge machines. They are used for trans­
ferring heavy freight from vessels to the docks and from the 
docks to vessels, for placing boilers and machinery in 
steamers, for lifting an d carrying blocks of granite and arti· 
ficial stone for engineering works, and for h andling other 
bodies too heavy and too bulky to be handled by other 
means. 

The derrick is carried by a large rectangular float well 
braced and stiffened by trusses. T he tower which supports 
the king post and booms is about sixty feet high, and is 
built of large timbers well framed and bolted together. The 
boom is supported by a number of diagonal rods which 
converge near the top of the king post and are secured to it 
by heavy forgings which straddle the iron cap at the top of 
the post. All of the hoisting machinery is placed on the 
float under the tower and controlled by the engineer. 
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