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FLOATING DERRICKS OF NEW YORK HARBOR. 
There is no barbor in tbe world so crowded witb sbipping 

of all kinds, propelled io so many different directions, and 
under so many trying conditions of time and tide, as the 
barbor of New York; and it is not strange tbat occasionally 
a vessel should meet tbe fate of the Olipbant. It is simply 
wonderful that accidents are so exceedingly rare, wben, in 
spite of wind and tide, buge ferryboats are constantly cross
ing tbe patbs of river, Sound, and ocean steamers and sailing 
craft of all kiuds. 

The steamboat Oliphant, better known as the Wall street 
annex boat of tbe Long Island Railroad, wbile on her way 
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from the pier at Pine street, to connect with a train at Hun
t.er's Point, was run into by the. ferryboat Warren, plying 
between Grand street, Brooklyn, E. D.,' and Grand street, 
New York. The passengers and crew escaped from the 
OlIphant to tbe Warren, the latter be,ing only slightly injlued. 
An effort was made to tow the Oliphant to It pier to make her 
fast, but she capsized before this could be accomplished. 
The Olipbant was 146 feet long, 146% tonnage, and was 
lic!)nsed to carry 400 passengers. Sbe was a short time since 
furnished with new engines and boilers. 

Our engraving represents the floating steam derrick E. K. 
Colhns, of the Morgan Iron Works, having its tackle at-
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tached to the Olipbant preparatory to righting and raising 
her. These huge derricks are capable of raising bodily boats 
of ordinary sizes. Captain McDonald, of tbis derrick, says 
he bas raised sixty-five sunken vessels with it. Not long 
since one of the Harlem steamers was sunk on Saturday, 
was raised 00 Sunday, and was running again on Monday. 

'fbere are in this barbor four floating derricks, ranging 
in lifting and carrying power from 65 to 100 tons. Two of 
tbem are owned by private individuals, ODe belongs to the 
Department of Docks, and another to the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard. 

Tbe raising of vessels is but a small part of the work per-' 
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formed by these huge machines. They are used for trans
ferring heavy freight from vessels to the docks and from the 
docks to vessels, for placing boilers and machinery in 
steamers, for lifting an d carrying blocks of granite and arti· 
ficial stone for engineering works, and for h andling other 
bodies too heavy and too bulky to be handled by other 
means. 

The derrick is carried by a large rectangular float well 
braced and stiffened by trusses. The tower which supports 
the king post and booms is about sixty feet high, and is 
built of large timbers well framed and bolted together. The 
boom is supported by a number of diagonal rods which 
converge near the top of the king post and are secured to it 
by heavy forgings which straddle the iron cap at the top of 
the post. All of the hoisting machinery is placed on the 
float under the tower and controlled by the engineer. 
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