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THE MANUFACTURE OF THE HARRIS-CORLISS ENGINE. 

The details of the construction of the Harris·Corliss 
engine and the reports of its performances are already 
familiar to the readers of this journal; for this reason, and 
because the engine is now so widely and favorably known, 
it is unnecessary to repeat thes!) items at length. It may be 
said, however, that this engine up to the ,present time main
tains its superiority, and is to-day regarded as the standard 
engine. 

Mr. William' A. Harris, the proprietor of the Harris-Corli�s 
Engine Works, at Providellce, R. I., is now 44 years of age, 
and in the prime of life, an able mechanic and organizer. 
This, together with his twenty-four years' experience on the 
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Corliss and HarriR-Corliss engine, afford an explanation 
of the great success of this engine and of its enviable 
reputation. He cbmmenced the" business in a small Wlty, 
and his facilities .were limited to the construction of en" 
gines of from ten' to tWE'nty horse power. The business 
being very successful and'demanding larger quarters. he built 
new engine works at the corner of Park and Promenade 
streets, having purchased two acres of land there. 

On a recent visit to these works we were impressed with 
the system and order with which the work is done. Not· 
withstanding the great amount of labor in hand, the smallest 
and least important piece is as carefully dealt with as the 
ponderous castings of the larger engines. Special tools are 
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adopted for It much wider range of work tban is usual in 
establishmznts of this kind. The design of these tools, 
their adaptability to their work, the admirable organization 
of the establishment, together-with the improvements which 

have brought this engine to perfection, are all" due to the 
energy, tact, and talent of the proprietor of these works, 
and they place bim prominent among tbe advanced mechanics 
of the day. When engineering" ability of such high order 
is devoted to a single branch of manufacture, it is natural 
to expect higher results than are reached by those who en
gage in this, that, or the other-doing a great variety of 
work, but of poor quality. The works of Mr. Harris are 
devoted 'exclusively to the manufacture of his engine. 
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AN extraordinary statement is made by tbe Chief Govern
Olen t Engineer of the Province of Liege in his trade report 
for 1878. He alleges that during last year a good deal of i 
hardware manufactured in Belgium was exported to Eng- I 
land, whence it was shipped to British colonies after the. 
Belgian trade marks had been obliterated and replaced by I 
spnrious English ones. 1878 was the worst commercial year· 
which Belgium has known since 1830. I 
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That Amerioan inventors do largely neglect tO�secure the 
advantages offered by foreign patent laws is evident enough: 
but it is not due, we think. to any deliberate balancing of 
cost and possible profit_ More frequently the American in-
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