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of air: It is sIngular to us how a patent wn 

obtained on the safe. 
Bea4 This. 

His known to most of our subscribers tbat 
it has been our usual custom to send wIth the 
last number of each volume a prospectus of 
the forthroming volume printed on a separ. 
ate sheet. from the paper and a blank left for 

filling out with the names of new subscribers. 

Scientific American "ror Binding 

As this number closes volume 4. we would 
suggest to those that d�sire to have these 
numbers boun;d to send them to this office 
and have them executed in our usual manner. 

Sub.arlba� ,!,.a:ttend. 

•• A. H. of Me."-We have replied to your 
last. by mail. I hope It will he satisfactory but 
if it is not. institute inquiry of the com
missioner of p�tents and he will corroborate 
our statement. 

Remember-Thatthi. �lHIIber of the Scien
tific Am ericanclos,es volume ••. 

for the low prIce of 75 cents. I 
Remember-That our terms r�l" this paper 

are low and payable in advance in 'all cases. 

"A. P. ofN. Y."-Yout letter of the3d inst. 
is at hand. and we shan proceed to making 
out your p;t, pers ill a few days. 

As the Post office law now prohibits, the 
sending of such circulars we are obliged to 
refrain from thus accomodating our patrons 
this year which we very much regret. how
ever we hope and f eel confident that our 
friends will not take less active measur'es to 
get up clubs than if a blank was sent· (or 
that particular purpose. 

You can depend upon havIDg your volumes 
well bound. by sending them to this office as 
they will be encuted to conform in sty Ie 
with hundreds that we have bound for our
selves and the trade. 

Rempmber-ThaUhe Scienhfic Ameficania 
the leading mechanical paper in this country. 

"S. H. of N. V· . .. -We cannot supply you 
with No. 34. lis the demand for that No. has 
been so great that wa are out 0 f them. The Benefits o� IJi.ut_Ung InTentions. 

Remember-That this pUblication is con
sidered a standard work . and that thousands 
of volumes are bound every year. many of 
which are placed in public libraries. 

"L . R. of Del."- The notice to vou was an 
error.-your subsefiptibn will expire with No. 
26. vol. 5. 

"J. G. P. ofVa."-We hava sent you tha 
Nos, you requested. except Nos. 18 and 39. of 
vol 2 .  which we have not. There is a bal· 
ance of 75 cents which we will add to your 
sUbscription. in the absence of any thing to 
send you. 

Peruse our new prospectus which hall been 
published in each numb�r of tbe Scientific 
American for the last th ree weeks. and if you 
think the new volume is to be worth its cost 
(illustrated as it will be with our 500 engrav· 
ings of new and useful machines.) please 
make no delay in ordering it yourself and 
withal, ask a friend or two to join you. 

According to oUI' Patent Laws, no old ma
chine that may have been used abroad. it not 
used here. and not described in some printed I work ,  would interfere with a patent in this 
country. All the machines which we illus· 
trate. if not described. as patented, or about 
to be patented. are made common property.
their parts are free to be used by any person. 

Many of our subscriber.. receive valuable 
hints in this way. We have published a 

I history of the rotary engine in this volume. 
illustrated with 67 good engravings. We have 
no doubt but these engravings will be the! 
llieans of saving much 10 inventors. it lets 
them know what has been done befort'. and 
makes them acquainted with those things that, 
would prevent them from securing a patent. i 

JRemember-That volume 5 commences 
next week. and that it is to,be printed on 
new type. to be embellished with a beautiful 
border and that the work shall exceed in in
tereat all past volumes. 

Remember-Tbatwe have a friendly confi
dence that all our subscribers whose term ex
pires with this number. will re·subscribe and. 
withal. send along at least one more name 
each besides their own. 

A. S. of N. C. T. and B. of N. Y. W. W. 
of Ct. S. S. R. of Tenn. and J. G. P. of R. 1. 
-Your spe�ifications have been comple ted 
since our last issue. al!.d the papers sent to you 
for signatures. 

See our terms to clubs and remember you 
are not only rendering your friends a service 
by getting them to subscribe but an also con
tributing to advance the cause of inven'tors 
and helping to sustain their rights. 

Remember-That every person who sub
scribes gets f ull value for his money. and we 
publish many receipts worth ten times the 
amount to every body. 

Rand W. and P. B. of Ct. L. and B. of N 
J. R. O. G, of Ct. and I. M. of Pa.-Your pa
pers have been deposited in the Patent Offire 
since last week's issue of the Scientific Amer. 

Tha Scientific American ha'S advocated the 
interest of inventors and mechani�s since 
published by its present proprietors and it 
shall continue to do so as long as the publica. 
tion is sustained. 

We like to throw as much light abroad as ; 
possible. Many ingenious men spend both 
time and money'to perfect machinery (to them· 

The inducements to subscribe for volume 5. 
are of no ordinary character. and no tnan can 
lay outt wo dollars to better advantage, and 
that will return as . good interest'; as in
vestiag the same in a years' subscription. 

Money received on account of Patent Office 
business since Sep, 4th-A. S. of N. C. $50. 
L. T. of N. Y. $5. P. B. of Ct. $20. J. F. of 
Mass. $30. J. B. F. of N. Y. $20. H. A. of 
Ill. $30. I. M. of Pa. $2 0. L. B. of Ala. $30. 
W. S. of N. H. $2 5. 

To one and all we would say subscribe. and 
to insure yeurelves the volume complete we 
would advise you to send in your orders early 
as the first numbers are many times exhaust· 

unknown) which have been tried and laid; In our next volume there will be more 
aside. We will honestly endeavor to be a ; illustrations of machines and machinery, of 
beacon light to gUide the ingemous man into' every desctiption. than can be found in any 
the right haven. by pointing out the rocks and i book that is five times the price of a year's 
shoals that surround him. ' sUbscription. ed before the volume bas one quarter 
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