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The Cholera. 

The following is the correct report of the 
cases of Cholera in this eity, for eight days, 
ending Wednesday morning June 20th. 
Wednesday, June 13-36new cases,19deaths. 
Thursday .. 14-44 14 " 

Friday, " 15-38 16 " 

Saturday, " 16-27 14 
Sunday, 17 -27 " 1 5 " 

Monday, .. 18-26 18 

Tuesday, " 19-42 17 " 

Wednesday, .. 20-41 10 " 

The above will show how mild the type of 
Cholera IS in this city. Out of a population 
of haIf a million, the Cholera has attacked but 
few who have not been previously debilitated 
by other sickness. Strangers need not be 
afraid of coming here. Some eminent phy­
sicians believe that we have not had a single 
case of real Asiatic cholera. There have been 
no more deaths dunng the last week, than 
there were during the corresponding week in 
1848. We will give the weekly list of deaths 
after this. 

Death of: .James If. Polk. 

The Ex-President riied at his residence Dear 
Nashville, Tenn., on the evening of the 15tr. 
inst. His disease was chronic diarrhrea. He 
Wal a man of irreproachable conduct. His 
character in no case was beneath the dignity 
of the office which he filled. 

lIiotlce.--Read ,]'hla. 

Dr. Chas. H. Harrison, formerly a resident 
of Mount Carmel, Ill., has been engaged in 
obtaining subscribers to the Scientific Ame­
rican, and also a majority of the most promi­
nent literary newspapers published in BostolJ 
and Ptllladelnhla. He is descrihed in the 
Alton Telegr�ph as being a " stout, thick set 
man, about 40 years of age, of good address 
and rather prepolsessing app�arance." He 
hal betrayed the confidence and recommenda· 
tions of several of the best citizens of Mount 
Carmel, who have known him for 15 years, 
and through theIr influence and pecuniary 
assistance he succeeded in obtaining certifi­
catel of agency from Ui, and several other 
newspaper publishen, besides a quantity of 
law and medical books, for which he is now 
acting as agent. His certificate of agency 
(rom us will expire about the first of July, 
and all persons are cautioned against pay· 
ing him mon�y on our account after thia date, 
aI he is an impostor and an ungrateful scamp. 

We .hall f'nnish the paper to all who have 
paid him for it previous to this date, when 
accompanied by a certificate trom the Post· 
mallter where they reside. We would allo 
Itate for the benefit of the public generally, 
that we reco&;nize no travelling agents atter 
this date. The best and only way to subscribe for 
any j<lurnal is to remil the amount by mail direct 
to the publishers. We have no agents except 
local, and ahall take no noticf! of letters from 
person. applying as luch. Newspaper pub· 
lishera have been swindled. enough by these 
travellIng agents, aud it is their duty to dIll­
countenance the syslem as much as possible. 
We were infnrmed 8 lew daYIl since by the 
publishers of an excellent paper in this city, 
that they had been guped out of over one 
thousand dollars within the last year by trav· 
elling agentl. We have been .everely cen· 
lured within a short time for refulling to furn· 
ish our j<)urnal to thOle whe had .. paid for 
it," to a iack�ls villian who had no authority 
from u. whatenr. Publilhers are not to be 
blamed with impunity for that over which 
they have no control, neither ought the pub· 
lic to be imposed upon by a Ii,stem which 
perhapi more than any other ill a .�all way, 
leads to fraud and deception. 

We hope that our contemporariel will take 
this matter in hand and apply the necesiary 
correctionl. Agenciel can alway. be estab· 
IJ.hed in lownl, and placed in the handa 01 
re.poDlible min, who are permanent rui· 
d.nu. Exc)u.n&;.1 pl .... notic .. 

5 cttntifi( �mtrl(an. 
;t., �_,;. 

BOSTOl'f, June 1�, 1848_ 

MESSRS. MUNN &. Co. 
DEAR SIRs.-Having observed the adver­

tisement of Mr. Carter, intimating that the 
Last Turnin/{ Machine recently invented and 
palented by Mr. John Kimball is an infringe. 
ment on Blanchard's patent, I would injustice 
to the man\" thousands of l'e8oectable mecha· 
nics who read your paper, inform them that I 
have recently examined Mr. Kimball's rna· 
chine in full operation, and can say with full 
confidence, not only that there is no feature 
in this machine which infringes on anythmg 
which is claimed in Blanchard's machine, but 
it IS far superio�, both wi:h regard to the laci· 
lity of its operation, and the perfection with 
which it copies the pattern, direct and reo 
verse at the same time. 

Yours, respectfully, RUI'UI PORTER. 

RIce Milk. 

In some of the Poor Uoions of the South, 
(says an Irish paper,) the foUowing recipe 
has been adoptee, by which a considerable 
saving is effected in the article of milk. A s  
much a s  ten guineas per week are saved by 
the ratepayers at one of the Unions, by the 
following procp.ss: Steep one pound of rice 
in soft water, and next day boil it slowly for 
two or three hours, so as to reduce the liquid 
10 one gallon, which added to one gallon filf 
milK, makes two gallons of excellent nutri· 
tive milk, peculiarly wholesome, where dys. 
entery is prevalent. 

----'------
GeorgIa Yarns GoIng North. 

The Macon Museum says: .. We under· 
stand that Mr. E. Bond, of this city, has ship ­
ped Irom Macon for Philadelphia, pince the 
fil'st of January last, about 150 bales of Cotton 
Warp, (fifty of which were forwarded within 
the last two weeks,) spun by the Waynman­
ville Manufacturing Company,in Upson coun· 
ty. The warp is readily sold to the poorer 
classes in Philadelphia, and wove by them 
into cloth on the common hand looms. We 
no lice this branch of businesss with pleasure 
as affording another evidence of the increas­
ing prosperity and enterprise ot our people ; 
and if we can manufacture coarse goods here 
in our present, inexperienced condition, so as 
to compete successfully with the manufactur­
ers at the North, at their own doors, what 
may we not do wnen we become more fami­
liar with the business. 

lncrease of:Population In the North West . 

Ohio, 
Indiana, 
iUinols, 
Michigan, 
Wisconsin, 
Iowa, 

1840. 1848. 

273,439 328,500 

116,906 152,852 

93,017 125,1:11 

44,068 

6,363 

65,016 

39,1611 
24,293 

Total, 533,783 734,938 

According to this table, the increase is forty 
pfr cent in eight years, equal to 50 per cent 
in ten years. The populalion of the�e States 
in 1840, was 2,900,000, equal to the total pop­
ulation of the thirteen states at the period of 
the reT<Jlution. 

Presen t of: MedalS. 

A few Alumni of Pri�ceton college have 
made a splendid contribution to iIB cabinet. It 
consists of a collection of ancient Greek and 
Roman medals imitated perfectly in a com­
pOllition of sulphur. The whole number of 
meddls -six thousand and eighty nine,-are 
chronologically arranged in 22 boxel. They 
were made by Cadelli, of Rome, for Lord Ver· 
non, of England, and are spoken ot 31 an ad­
mirable work of art, as well at hIghly val· 
uable and interestin, RI a hilltorical mon U· 
ment. 

MeXIcan Book •• 

Gen. Scott, at the capture of the city of 
Mexico, leI zed and brought home five thou· 
Rand volumes of historical works in the ar­
chives of Mexico, all in the Spanish Ian· 
gUage. Some oflhe!e are three hundred yean 
old, and contain a perfect hiltory oC that coun­
try from itt origin It i. the intentioa of this 
Government to extract from this library all 
that may be uaeful in forming a complete hia­
tory of the p(lsselsion which we hue acquir· 
ed, by the treaty, to be retained IIi oar o"n 
archives, and the bookl will then b ... nt back 
to Mexico. 

Chemical Cholera.-Data f'or InTeatl­
satlon. 

The Cincinnati Times says :-" Mr. Gra­
selli, who has a chemical laboratory in the 
eastern part of the city, and manufactures 
large quantities of sulphuric acid, has observ. 
ed an unusual phenomenon during the past 
two or three weeks, in relation to this manu· 
facture. We will remark that Mr. Graselli is 
one of the most competent and successful prac· 
tical chemists m the United States, and of 
great experience Until a recent date, he has 
had no difficulty in making sulphuriC acid­
and that difficulty vanished a day or two ago 
without any apparent cause. 

In the process, the sulphur IS placed in a 
leaden room, so to speak, and to the com· 
mon atmospheric air, from eight to ten per 
cent. of oxygen is added, which answen the 
purpose. The usual proportions for a few 
weeks past failed, and Mr. Graselli supposing 
some of the workmen had been careless or 
t\'lcky, attended to the matter himself, and 
was satisfied the work was natural and not ar­
tificial. For two or three days past, however, 
the old and usual condition of natural chemi­
cal affinities and proportions has returned, and 
affain go on as before. 

Now it is known that air is composed of a 
variety of gases, not chemically combined, but 
mixed, and that circumstances vary the pro­
portions. The inference is, that the air unaer· 
went a change 8 few weeks ago, (about the 
time Cholera commenced, )  that there was 
less oxygen than common, and more cari)onic 
aCId gas, which produced the ellect referred to 
-but that within a day or two, the propor­
tions have again been changed, (the Cholera 
has sensibly abated,) and ol healthy condition 
now existll 

We know very little of chemistry and may 
not have spoken scientifically, but we think 
the faCIS, hypothesis, and case set forth suf­
ficiently clear, to enable competent persons to 
investigate the subject, or theorize upon it, if 
desirous of so doing. If there be any such, 
we should be pleased to hear from them." 

[Did any body ever hear of such stuff be· 
fore, such a cha nge in the atmosphere as that 
spoken oC above would have swept oil every 
inhabitant in Cincinnati. But the strong evi. 
dence against it, is the practical experience 
of other sulphuric acid works, which never 
had the Cholera, except during times of dull 
trade. 

A. Good Dlslnf:eetant. 

Dissolve one pound of chloride of lime in 
ten gallons of water; one gallon of this mix­
ture thrown into the sink every day at noon, 
will keep the surrounding atmosphere pure 
and healthy; or, if preferable, half a peck 
of quickliwe thrown into the smk every week, 
will have the same ellect. 

In crowded or damp rooms, the air may be 
.purified by keeping a saucer full of chloride 
of lime, or a plate full of unslacked lime, en 
the floor As soon as the lime .Iacks it is un· 
fit for use in rooms. but may be used to purify 
gutteTil or sinks. The chloride of lime, when 
it has 10llt the odor which dilltinguishel it 
from common lime, ia no longer uleful as a 

purifier. 
When it il desirable to obtain the purifying 

virtue of chloride of lime in large quantity, 
sprinkle a little vinegar upon it. Oil ot vi­
triol, sprinkled upon chloride of lime, will 
di�engage the chlorine still more rapidly.­
Any person can do this by ta king care to pour 
on (he acid slowly and then leave the apart. 
ment as quickly al possible, for some time.­
The chloride of zinc, il perhaps the best dis· 
inlectant known, better than the lime 

Gold.lI'llh In the Hu,"on. 

The Harticulturist for June Itates that thie 
beautiful fish, originally from China, and hith· 
erto chie/ly known in ernamental ponlll or 
glasl globes in this country, hu become quite 
naturalized in the Hudlon near Newburgh.­
The fishermen there have caught many tile 
plump and deep golded specimen, from , eight 
te ten inchel long, both in the Hudlo. itlelf 
and in the mouth of the -Mattea wan Creek, 
which emptie. into the Hudaon opPolite 
Newburgh. A quantity of thil Ipecies "as 
put IlIto the creek about ten yearl ago, and 
have 10 multiplied 81 to fairly steck the ereek 

and ri .... ' in that vicillit,J. 

© 1849 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, INC 

;0. . . ::4 k 

Rich oJe ...... I. Pound. 

While some workmen were recently mak· 
ing repairs on the family mansion of the an­
cient and illustrious Counts of Fersen, situa· 
ted in the quarter of Blasionolm, in Stock­
holm, Sweden, they discovered on the first 
story, inside a very thick wall, a box contain­
ing ornaments, rings, necklaces and other 
jewels, all set in diamonds, the value ot which 
is estimated at 3,000,000 rix dollars. None of 
the present inhabitants of the house knew of 
the existence of this treasury, and information 
on the subjec t has been in vam sought for in 
.he archives of the family of Fersen. It 18 

the general opinion that the concealing the 
articles in the wall of Fersen Hou�e is to be 
traced to the flight to Varennes of King Louis 
XVI, for it is recollected that Count Axelade 
Fersen, at that time Swedish Minister at Pa· 
ris, and who was much devoted to the Royal 
Fataily at France, assisted much in facilitat· 
ing that flight, and himself, disguised as a 
coachman, drove the carriage in which the 
unfortunate monarch departed for Varennes. 
It was the same Count Fersen who was on the 
20th June, 1810, ma�sacred by the populace 
of Stockholm, becaude they suspected him, 
though very unjustly, of having poisoned 
Prince Hoistein-Augustemburg, who, shortly 
before that time, had been elected Prince. 
Royal 01 Sweden, and who had just died sud· 
denly. 

-------------
Savings and Investments of: SpInners and 

Weavers. 

The May Report 01 the Lowell Savings In· 
stitution showil a credit 01 $718,916,45, to 4,. 

714 depollitors ; over an average of $152 to 
each depositor. 

Most of these depositors are female opera­
tives in the Lowell cotton mills, who place 
their weekly or monthly savings in a place ot 
safety, where they can obtain some interesl, 
and from which the fund can be drawn for 
investment in household stuff, land, or other· 
wise, when they leave the mill. 

The cancelled checks, in this institution, 
sh.,w, as is said, many an instance of filial 
duty and fraternal affection; many an endorse· 
ment of a mortgage of paternal acres, and 
teachers of young men, who are now eminen t 
in their several profesAlOns. 

Gigantic Table-Land. 

In Europe, the best example of this tor· 
mation is the central or Castilian plateau of 
Spain,-a level somewhat more than 2000 

feet above the sea; but how insignificant this, 
compared with the great Gobiplan, one of the 
tracts of table-land of Central Asia, having a 

continuaus surface of 300,000 square miles, 
(more than four times that of France,) and an 
elevation nearly equal to that of the highest 
of the British mountains; or with those table. 
lands of the Andes, Quito and Desaguadera, 
al8lost co· equal in area with Ireland, and at 
the enormous height respectively of two miles 
and two miles and 8 half, affording a founda· 
tion to cities, villages and the industrious 
works of men ! 

MUk as an article of'Dlet. 

It is common h� regard milk as little else 
tban mere drink. But this is an error. Milk 
is really an article of solid lood, being coag· 
ulaled soon after reaching the stomach. New 
milk contains thirty per cent of diges�ible sol. 
ids, and skim milk ten per cent. ; that is, the 
former fully one.half, the latter above a t�ird 
of the nutriment contained ill the lean part of 
beef and mutton. 

Camphor In Cholera. 

Dr. Kidd, of Limerick, Ireland speaking of 
the cholera, says he hal tried everything, but 
has fallen back ullon camphor. The camphor 
legan, a late invention In P aris, are said to be 
useful in preventing the absorption or the 
eholeretic poison into the lungs. 

The Plow. 

Its one share in the bank-of earth is worth 
ten in the bank of paper. 

The coinage of gold dollar pieces, which 
began on the 7th ult. hat reached to the 
number 315,700 and that it exceeds, by more 
than 69,000, the demand made by depositors. 

A c.mpany has been formed in Savannah, 
G�o_ f.r working the valuable strata of French 
burr mill stone, recently diseovered in Jeffer. 
aon Co. ill that Stat.. 
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