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The Golden Land.

A short time ago, the most flatferiug ac-
counts were received in this city from Cali-
fornia about the mountains of gold and the
valleys flowing with silver. Sorae believed it
was a joke, while others believed it to be 2
«: hue and cry” for some speculative purpose,
and to the latter implication we must plead
guilty. Webelieved that the accounts received
here a short time agn about vessels being de-
serted by their crews and houses by their in-
habitants, who had proceeded to the El Dora-
do valley, was all a hoax or something worse.
But it seems, after all, that Madam Rumor
gometimes tells true tales. The golden hills |
of Californ’a it seems are not imaginary ele-
vations, but real dona fide treasure houses.—
Chaps that go there can jink out the yeilow
dust almost by saying ‘¢ open sesame.” The
President in his Message to Congress has cen-
firmed the extraordinary fugitive accounts
heretofore received, and recommends the Sub
Treasury to be extended to our new territory
as a place of Mintage and deposit, a good re-
commendation. To the United Statesof Ame
rica now belongs the most valuable metal re-
gions and the most fertile lands in the whole
world. We have all the natural advantages
to make our natien the richest and most pow-
erful on the globe. But with all these natu-
ral advantages what would we be as a nation,
if our citizens were not intelligent and enter-
prising ? The President in his Message,
points to the late war with Mexico to dex.on-
strate the influence oi our institutions in rais-
ing up an instantaneous army, but it is the
people who make the Institutions—the In-
stitutions do not make them. Mexicoisa
Republic, but what are her people in compa-
rigon with ours.

We hope that the gold -amd-silrertirat—Tr|
about to flow into the treasury of our nation,
will not be the means of corrupting or ener-
yating our people. Rome was mistress of the
world until her citizens drank their bevera-
ges from golden bowls. We therefore wish
better fortune to our potatoe diggers than our
gold diggers, as we consider that land to be
the Golden Land, which presents the greatest
number of fields waving with golden harvests.

But it is really wonderful to hehold the ma-
nia among our citizens caused by the Califor-
nia geld discoveries. Every twentieth person
we meet in the street ig bound fuor Califor-
nia, bag and baggage. Seven vessels left this
port on one day this week, bound for the gold
region, with some hundreds of passengers. It
is said there is as much gold in California as
will enrich all the inhabitants of the Uuited
States. The passion for going to California is
not confined te a few reckless young men—
‘men of capital are goingoff in droves andthe
brokers in Wall street are dropping their mer-
chandize in bills to speculate in the real dust.
Over $30,000 worth of it was deposited inthe
Philadelphia Mint on Saturday last, and bags
of the dust are pouring in from all quarters.

The Cholera.

The Cholera has at length reached our
shores, but we are gratetul that it is in so
wmild a form. One vessel from Havre had se-
ven deaths on the passage, and a number are
'n the Quarantine Hospital. But there is no-
thing to fear—it is of a less deadly form and
there will not be so many victims as there
were by the ship fever last year. But oue
case hasas yet occurred in our city, and there
are no fears of its ravages. The deaths tnat
bave occurred at the Quarantine Hospital,
were those of emigrants, whose physical con-
dition made them fit subjects for the disease.

There are nonew cages since the first arri-
val, and it may be, that there will be none.
Good food, cleanliness and proper ventilation
are the bulwarks of health, and there need
be no fears of the cholera when these bul-
warks are erected. In Eugland and Scetland,
by proper attention te cleanliness the disease

'some half dozen satirical portraits.

{

LITERARY MOTICES. |

— {
Holden’s Doliar Mngazine. |

The January number of this popular month-
ly is at a premium, as we predicted it would
be. It contains something like 16 or 18 en-
gravings of every description, among which
we can only mention Cole’s Painting of Ge-
nesee Falls ; Dr. William Turner, the Chro-
no Thermal Practitioner ; a Portrait of Louis
Blanc, by Count d’Orsay ; a full length Por-
trait of Horace Greeley, hat,boots and all;
the Atheneum, Manchester, England, and
There
are articles from Horace Greeley, Park Ben-
jamin, Augustine Duganne, M. H. C. Hosmer,
William Wallace, C. W. Holden and others.
We presume thisbeautiful No. will secure at
least 10,000 additional names for the Holden,
as no family will wish to lose so much variety
and worth for one dollar. Cheaper than the ‘,
cheapest and better than the best, our Black- I
wood will still continue the favorite ot the |
people and prove conclusively that literature |
can be good as well as cheap. The highest |
compliment we can pay Mr. Holden is to say
that his is the most popular monthiy ever pub-
lished in the world.

We have since writing the above, received
vol. & of Holden’s from July to Becember
1848. Itis exquisitely bound in rauslin, gilt
edged and faced, and is sent by mail at §1,25
per copy or three copies for §3. New sub.
scribers should not fail ot obtaining one of
them.

Websters Unabridged Dictionary.

This splendid work 18 pronounced by all to
be the best Dictionary of the English language !
which has ever been published It meets|
with ready sale in all countries where it has!
been introduced and the most talented of En-
glish authors have pronounced it as truly the |
standard Dictionary of the age. Published at
Springfield, Mass. by G. & C. Merriam, who
are owners of the copy right and to whom
orders should be addressed ; price single copy
#6. See advertisement on another page.

The Watexr Cure Journai and Herald of
Reforms.

— This 13 a Magazing Published Dy FOWIEr—&
Wells, No. 131 Nassau st. N. Y., gentlemen
who publish a great number of excellent
works, because they are useful. The Water
Cure Jouraal is edited by J. Shew, M. D. an
able and scientific gemlemaﬁ, who knows
well how toireat his subject.

Ranlett’s Architect.

No. 5 Vol. 2 of this splendid work has been
issued. We have always spoken in the high-
est terms3 respecting this beautiful work. The
present number contains three designs for
cottages with sections and full specificati-
ons, ard should bein the possession of every
man whe designs to build a cottage, and who
does not. The literary matter too is always
chaste and of a highly dignified character

Berford’s World as 1t Meves.

No. 3 of this weekly Magazine is a great
number. Itis a splendid and a cheap work.
The original articlesare able and the selections
capital. Itshould bein every family.

Waore¢ester Mechanics Falr,

We are indebted to Mr. P. W. Taft, super-
intendent of the Worcester County (Masa.)
Mechanics Association, for a copy of the re-
ports of their firstexhibition held in Worcester,
last September. In looking over this Report,
we were much pleased te observe the care
exercised by the Committee to give as much
information and explanation about each arti-
cle exhibited, as possible. We have received
noreport of any other Fair, that contains so
much useful information in this respect.

The Genesce Farmer.

We perceive that this valuable monthly Ma-
gazine has attained to the end of its 9th vo-
lume, and will commence a new volume with
the new year. We know of no work better
conducted and afforded to subscribers for so
small amount, as the Genessee Farmer, no
farmer in this State should want it and there
is not one who cannot pay for it.

The President’s Message was brought from
Baltimore, in four minutes less than three

To make a cheap Endless Chain Fump.

Take two pine plank, (any other durable
wood, such as butternut, or cherry will an-
swer,) 1% inchesthick and 5 incheswide, joint

{them straight—take a half round and work a

half hollow in each of them, 5-8 of an inch
in depth, so that when placed together the
bore will be 1-4 of an inch in dianeter for
two feet and a half from the bottom, the re-
mainder or upper part tobe made a size lar-
ger, that the chain and valves may move free-
ly. Make a spout, of a board two feet long,
six in width, and 4 deep ; place this spout in
the curb, 17 inches trom the bottom, and with
the top of your pump tube neatly fitted in this
spout. Let the pump run so low that the wa-
ter will never settle below it, by at least a
foot— nail 2 board on the back side of the
pump for it to rest upon at the bottom, and
for the greater convenience in fixing the
wheel and the spout, let it stand near one
side ofthe well. Place a wheel, made of
plank one footin diameter, with six or eight
crotched irons, driven into its circumference,
to keep the chain from slipping, with axle-
tree and crank on the top of the curb, omne

ledge of the wheel to be exactly over the edge

of the pump. Calculate how many feet of
chain it will take to go over the wheel. pas-
sing seven or eight inches below the bottem
of the pump, then up through the pump to
the wheel again. The chain may be made of
horse, trace, or halter chain, cut apart once
in 2% feet and united by a link or a piece of
iron with the middle straight, to receive the
leather valves, with rings bent at each end to
connect the pieces of chains, the straight part
to be two and a half inches, that the vzlves
may have a little play. The leather should
be thick hard sole leather, cut into circular
pieces rather smaller than the bore of the
pump, and two of these pieces—one of which
should be about two thirds of the size of the
other, and placed the lowest of the two—are
put on the straight part of the S, these con-
nected with the chains, and itis ready for use.

The chain should not run within 12 or 18
l inches of the bottom of the well, as it will
otherwise rile the water in its movements,

' ; i of Tound
hard wood placed on the front of the lower
part of tbe pump to prevent the chain from
wearing that as it passes in the bottom.

A chain made of stout wire made into links
of two inches in length, the pieces for the
leather valves being of the same, will answer
very well, '

The two pieces of plank for the pump tube,
after worked out as above, should be perma-
vently nailed together and painted. The
pump can be easily repaired, ail the parts
being simple in their construction, and the
whole light and easily removed, if necessary
80 to do.

Coolness in Danger.

There is no class of men who require to
be more coolin danger,than the engineers who
run locomotives They should possess intre-
pidity without rashness, and generally speak-
ing they are not without those qualities. The
necessity of being possessed of these qualities
was never more apparent to us than in the
account which we read in the Philadelphia
Ledger two weeks ago, of a locomotive wbich
was detached from the Phiiadelphia train at
New Brunswick, and left in charge of the
fireman, for the purpose of being placedin the
engine house. The fireman, it appears, in
backing the engine, came in so rapidly that
the speed could not be checked until it came
in contact with the rear wall of the building
which was much broken by the collision.
The falling of the broken wall led the fireman
to tbink that the building was about to come
down upon him, whereupon he threw the
machinery in forward motion and jumped
frem the engine to save himself. The engine
under a heavy head of steam instantly started
torward and ran with great speed toward the
rail-road bridge, the draw of which was off,
and the engine was precipitated into the ca-
val, with a tremendouscrash, which destroy-
edit.

If the locomotive had been in cbarge of the
engineer, he being used to comnmand and pos-
seasing self confidence, ke would bave run

hours, being the quickes! time ever made be-

has beea very mild.

tween the two cities.

with the engine—and not rur himself, leav-
it to its own guidance.
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Ship Bullding in, the|UnitedStates.

The amount huilt for the year, ending June
30, 1848, as we learn from the Boston Jour-
nal, was 316,076 tons, viz :—254 ships and
barques, 174 brigs, 701 schooners, 547 sloops
and canal boats,and 175 steamboats. From 1818
to 1848 there have been built 31,616 vessels ot
all descriptions, whose aggregate tonnage was
3,909,149. Average 293 years about 105,006
tons per year. In 1848, 110 more ships and
barques were built than in any other year.—
From 1801 to 1807, the tonnage built in the
United States amounted to 774,922 tons, being
an average per year of 110,703 tons.

Singular Effects of Attraction.

The Edinburgh Journal of Sciences has a
very interesting paper, by Dr. Hancock, on
the motions that result from merely mixing a
few drops of alcohol with a small phial of
Laurel Oil. To exhibit thissingular phenom-
enon, which seems to bear some analogy with
the motions of the planetary orbs, the drops
of alcohol should be introduced at different
intervals of time. A revolving or circular
motion instantly commences in the oil, carry-
ing the alcoholic globules through a series of
mutual atiractions and repulsions, which will
last for many days. The round bodies, which
seem to move pertectly free through the
fluid turning in a small eccentric curve at
each extremity of their course, passing each
other rapidly without touching. In the course
of his experiments Di. Hancock observed par-
ticles of the fluid to separate in largeglobular
portions ; these commence a similar revolu-
tion, aud the smaller ones quitted their course
and revolved about the larger, while the lat-
er &lill pursue their gyrations after the manner
of primary planets and their secondaries.

Manganese,

The Monticello Watchman mentions that
Mr. Benjamin Kile, of Liberty, recently dis-
covered a large quantity of this mineral on
his farm, while ditching a swamp. He has
had it analyzed by Mr. Chilton, of New-York.
The ore contains 6S per cent of the hydrated
peroxide of manganese—12 per cent less than
the best found in our country, and equal we
believe, to the best found in Europe. It lies
s0 near thesurface, that it can be procured at
a cost not cxceeding one dollar per ton.

Axe Factory.

The Axe manufactory of Mr Simmonds at
Cohoes, N, Y. turns out about vne thousand
dozen axes every month and can scarcely sup-
ply the demand at that rate. Mr. Simmonds’
axes have long been famous. This is owning
te great experience and care in the execution
and the employment of the of the best mate-
rial in their manufacture.

At Madison, Morris County, N. J., there is
said to be a cider mill which consumes 1200
bushels of apples per day. The apples are
not ground or broken by squeezing between
nuts asin the common cider mill, but they are
cut into very thin slices by sharp knives
around two revolving cylinders, and then
pressed in a machine, from which the juice
comes out entirely free from the pulp and other
things which are found in new cider at the old
mills—the cider returning its sweetness a lon-
ger time. '

An interesting Scientific acquisition has
just been made in Europe says ‘Galignani,”
by M. Andraud, the engineer so well-known
by his works and experiments on compressed
air. Atthe shop ot a dealer in second-hand
articles, he discovered and purchased the
electrifying machine still, after a lapse of
nearly 80 years, in an excellent state of pre-
servation, of Benjamin Franklin, which is
supposed to have been made at Philadelphia.

A quantity of good tea, equal to that raised
in China, was raised in Brazil last year. Spe-
cimensof both the black and green have been
exhibited at Washington and pronounced by
judges to be excellent.

The ancients consecrated the rose to Har-
pocrates, the god of silence, and therefore of-
ten placed it in their rooms for the receiving
of guests—a quiet hint, we thiuk, to modern
fashionable.”

The Virginia Iron Works, Wheeling, turn
out about 1000 kegs of very superior nails per

week,
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