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Ocean Steamers. 

The Alpille Horn. 

The Alpine Horn, is an instrument made 
of the bark ofa cherry tree, and like a speak
ing trumpet is used to conv� sounds to a 
great distance. When the last rays of the 
sun gild the summit of the Alps, the shep
herd who inhabits the highest peak of these 
mountains takes his horn, and cries WIth a 
lood voice, " Praiserl be the Lord." As soon 
as the neghboring shepherds hear him, they 
leave their hut� and repeat these words. The 
sounds are prolonged many minutes. whilst 
the echoes of the mountains and grottos 01 
the rock� repeat the name of God. Imag�na
tion cannot picture anything more solemn 
and sublime than this scene. During the si
lence that succeeds, the shepherds bend their 
knees, and pray in the open air, and then re
tire to their huts to rest. The sunlight gil
ding the tops uf those stuper.dous mountains, 
upon which the vault of heaven seems to 
rest; the magnificent scenery aroulld, and 
the voices of the shepherds sounding from 
rock to rock the praise of the Almighty, must 
fill the mind of every traveller with enthusi
asm and awe. 

Republican Dames. 

At Queen Victoria's drawing room, two 
American ladies were dressed as follows, as 
we gather from the Court Journal :-

"Mrs HotTman wore a train and bodice of 
rich blue brocade, lined with white silk, and 
elegantly h'immed with hollyhock ; blonde 
dress, o"er satin under dress. Head dress; 
court plume, blonde lappets and costly diil
monds. Mrs. W. Simmm wore a costume de 

cour composed of a rich lI'ain or moir antique, 

ornamented with Brussels point lace ; a su
perb Brussels lace petticoat over a rich white 
satin slip. Head dress: Brussels point lace 
lappets, feathers and a parll1'e of diamonds.
Mrs. S '5 costume aUracted great attention. It 
was one of the richest alld most beautiful 
worn at the drawing room." 

Plain republican wives, we suppose. O ur 
ministers and con"uls ha"e bravely got over 
the simple habits of their republican iorefa
thers_ 

None of our new steamers, nor the British 
either, have made so quick a trip (not pas
sage now) Irom Liverpool to this CIty, as the 
Great Western once did, viz. J2 days and J8 
hour�. The Great Britain made the next fast
est, 13 days and 3 hours. The Unitec States 
.the next, 13 days and 6 hours. All these trips 
have been beaten by both the Hibernia and 
Acadia to Boston. We believe that the first 
trip 01 the Niagara to Boston was one of the 
best ever l!1ade. It will require time, how
ever, to test the merits of all our new steam
ers, both those built here and in Scotland.
Often have we sincerely regretted the acci
dent that occurred to the Great Britain. That 
vessel w i t h  her screw propelieI never receiv
ed a fair trial. The true test of superiority 
in ocean steamers, or an} other, is the quick
est trip, the fewest repairs, and the least con
sumption of fuel. All these things must be 
taken into consideration, in judging uf steam 
ships. The last trip of the United States was 
a good one, but we expect far better yet (rom 
her. A correspondent suggests the adoption 
of rotary engines to steam navigation, as be
ing superio� to the reciprocating and suggests 
Schnebley's. We have never seen that rota
I' y which could be applied for this purpose.
In 1841) Lord Cochrane's rotary engine (per
haps one of the best in the world) was appli
ed to a sloop at war at Portsmouth, England, 
and was a failure. We have no feeling in join
ing uproariously reg�rding the merits of the 
American and British built .teamers. The fact 
is that we may expect both lines to be equal 
in pOint of every comfort and improvement. 
When one gets something PoeV\', the other dare 
not be long behi nd, and the mechaDics of both 
countries are perfectly qualified to build the 
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er�ro�nd Street.

. . wonders that were for the iil'st time to meet 
A new expel'lment In street maklClg IS about her sidl t. A niece of lace was magDified in

being tried ICI Philadelphia. The street, 25 to u salmon net, il flea was metamorph<)sed 
feet if< width, Will be excavated so t� lat the into an elephant, other marvels w�re perform
whole can pe used for cellar room, while gra· ed before the �'enerable dame, who sat in as 
nite blocks J2 feet in width will form the tonishment, staring open.mouthed at the disc. 
cartway, supported in the centre of the 

.
street But when, at length, a milliner's needle was 

by a wall, and resting upon the foundation of transformed Into a poplar tree, and confront
the stores that are to line either Side ut. the ed her with its hu�e eye, she could hold no 
street. The blocks will be slightly inclined longer. H My goodness !" she exclaimed, "a 
towards the centre 1)[ !he stree.t, where the camel could get through that! There's some 
gutter is to be situated. This IS � gigantIc hopes of the rich folks Jet!" 
undertaking, requiring a lar�e quantIfy of gra
nite, the street being no less than 380 feet in 
length. ThIS is on account of the scarcity of 
land on our continent, and shows the right 

Living tn CQIUl'uon. 

spirit of economy. 
-----------------

New nlarriose Act. 

LITERARY NOTICES. 

Holden's Dollar Jllagazlne. 

Our readers will find in the Scientlfic Am
erican of this week, a P:ospectus of this 
really valuable magazine. I t  commences its 
2nd volume with the July No., and presents 
some features which render it the be.�t Dollar 

Magazine now published in this country. 

We say this, after taking in consideration the 
$J Magazines,-for Holden's contains dou
ble the reading matter of those, is printed on 
paper nearly as good as theirs, and contains 
in each llumbe,- from twelve to twent,v en
graving8. We have s�en the July number, 
and with its twen t.y-two engravings (which 
number It contains,) it certainly de fie. com
petition in the world! Our readers will find 
some specimen� ot the Engravings in the 
circular which accompanies our paper of this 
week, and will reaaily pro.nounce them the 
most perfect of their kind. The Falls of Rey
dal, the portrait of Rev. Dr. Potts, and the 
views of Wind�or Castle, bear witness to our 
assertions. We are glad to see that the lite
rary merit of the magazine increases with 
the other improvements. The articles of 
this mGnth are entirely original, and stamp
ed with an all' of originality that ensure them 
readers. The article on George Lippard is 
as pretty a piece of criticism as we have read 
for a long time, and tI.e tales entitled" Ber
nard, a story for H llnters," and the" Battle of 
Eutaw Springs" we have read with great in
terest. MI' Holden will, we are confident, 
acquire a list of 50,000 names belore the expi
ration 01 the volume, Rnd we advise our read
ers to send il'. their names imm'!diately, and 
thus secure the first impression of tRe Engra, 
vings which wili, of course be preferable for 
binding at the end of the year We forgot to 
mention that the Publisher gives each new 
subscriber a copy of a beautiful Illustrated 
work pubilshed by him, entitled the history 
of the Hat. It contains 27 beautiful engrav
ings, and is well worth half the SUbscription 
price of itself. This is given as a premium 
to every subscriber wishing it. 

Union Magaz.ine. 

The June n{lmber of this excellent Period
ical i. on our table arid like the former num
ber3 possessp,s too many Important features to 
be all enumerated. The Union is decidedly 
the best three dollar monthly published in 
this country, and we should think almost ev
ery family would porosess it. 

It commences a new volume with the next 
number, and now is a favorable tilne to sub
scribe for it. Address Publisher of Union 
Magazine, 140 Nassau SI. N. Y. 

Tile Am.el'lcan Architect. 

No. 13 of this useful, excellent and cheap 
work is just published !ly Saxton, 20:) Bro�d
way. It is published in monthly parts, at 25 
cents eac h. It presents some excellent ar
chitectural designs Jones &Newman in this 
building are the able artists alld it is produced 
at a price which comes withilt the reach of all. 

Tllc Playmate. 

Railroad Chairs. 

Nothing is more acceptable t(' the Yankee 
mind, than a su�gestion of a new idea, in ma
nufactures. It often saves cordsof sticks aDd 
invoices of whittling knives from destruetion. 

The health and cumfort of travellers will 
be promoted, "S we:1 as economy of material, 
by substituting for the solid cushions that 
DOW line the backs and seats of railroad cars, 
a cloth made in the fashion of net-work, and 
so rounded that they do not present any sharp 
surfaces. 

A base of iron ribbon net-work would also 
give great elastIcity to the seats and backs, 
and save depth to the fahric of cloth. 

To Stop Bees Crom Fighting. 

A gentleman, a tetotaller, writes as follows 
-" I will make known the best use to which 
spirits can be applied. Put a little alcohol, or 

almost any kind of spirits, on the bottom 
boards around and under the hive of bellige
rant bees, and it will allay their fury like a 
charm. Having heard of this remedy, I was 
induced to try it, and I found it to be a fixed 
fact." 

New Cave. 

A cave has been discovered at Mr. Clem
mOll'S lime kiln, Cass Co., A rkansas, sur
passing in beauty if not in extent, the Salt 
Petre cave. It has not yet been explQred suf
ficiently to know lhe size, but it is wonderful. 
The discovery was made while blasting the 
rock for lime. 

Anthracite I" Russia. 

Prof. Murchison mforms us that all the 
coal fields in Russia have the same bearing 
(N. E. and S. W.) as ours. And several of 
them whose veins are bituminons at one part 
of the basiu, become anthracite at the other as 
in Wales. 

He finds as a n  innriable law, that 1<S the 
coal seams run from the soft to the hald va.
riety, the accompanying limestones thin out, 
and all the grits and shales become hal·der. 
Hence the transition can be readily fore
I! nown by inspection of the 8urfac.e. He 
therefol'e deduces that it is to the nearer at>
proach of igneous rocks to the surfacOJ, that 
we owe the conversion of bituminous coal in
to anthracite. 

Caution. 

N ever enter a sick room in a state of per
spiration, as the moment you become cool, 
your pores absorb. Do not approach contig
uous diseases with an empty stomach, nor 
"it between the sick and the fire, because 
the heat aUrac!s the thin vapor. 

A Nice POint of La,v. 

It has been suggested to our friend Mr. 
Briefless, says Punch, that his opinion would 
be very valuable on the question, whether a 
man who cies before he has settled with his 
creuitors, may be considered to have shown 
an undue preference in paying the debt of 
Nature before his other liabilities. 

-----------_._-------

The favorite U. S. Frigate Comtitution, 
which has been in the Dry Dock, Charles
town, since February last, wad taken out on 
Saturday, having been thoroughly repaired 
from stem to stern. She is to be fitted for sea 
with all despatch. 

The follOWing language occurs in the New 
Marriage Act 101' Scotland, to go into etTect in 
1849 : " And be it enacted that it shall not be 
lawful for the Registrar to:r�gister any marriage 
proposed to be contracted by registration un
less one or both of the partie. intending so to 
contract marriage shall have been re.idpnt 
within the district fourteen clear days previ
ous to the registration.' 

Several manufacturing establishments near 
Aberdeer., Scotland, have undertaken to sup
ply the food of thE'ir operative, at a cheaper 
rate, and of a better quality than they them
selves can procure. Frc'm 2,000 to 3,000 pea· 
pie are daily fed on this plan. The cost for 
breakfast and dinner, including bread, is Hd. 
per meal; ane! the arrangements are so com
plete, that four hundred persons are break
fasted or dined in tweoty minutes. For fifty 
gallons of barley broth the fullowing are the 
ingredients :-43 los. meat, 28 :bs bal'ley, 5 
lbs peas, and vegetables to the value of 2s. or 
2s 9d. The masters supply fuel, utensils, 
&c., and, after these items, the culinary ex 
periment is self-supporting. The cause OJ 
this inshtution was the distance which th� 
workers had to go lor their lLeals, the poverty 
of their diet, and their cor.stant inability to 
labor. 

An interesting anrl instructive periodical by 
Derford & Co., No.2 Astor House, hall just 
beer. issued, and we pronounce the number 
before us the most intel'esting and instructive 
for young people of any that we have seen. 

lIJystnles and JlIIserlc8 of New York. 

The last number 01 this work has just been 
issued, anrl it is full of strange scenes and ad
ventures. Those who have read the previ
ous numJers will doubtless not los�'tbe op
portunity of reading this one. 

Orrlers have been received at Birmingham, 
England, for 30,000 stand of arms lor France 
and 30,000 for Denmark, to be supplied with 
all possible expedition. 

This must effectually prevent marriages in 
that country where it rains 36� days in the 
year 3nd the 6 hours obscured by clouds. 

Preservation of Mllk. 

White Fish. 

ConVict Labol'. 

D. D. Spencer, editor of the Ithaca Chron
icle, and one of the board of Prison Inspect· 
ors, says that the laying aside of the' cat,' in 
the punishment of conVicts, h'iB been attend
ed with happy results. Contracts have been 
let at an advance of 25 to 30 per cent on old 
prices-showing that contractors find their 
hands more faithful under the new order of 
things, than when they were subject to the 
lash. 

The steam 8b i p Niagara had a severe passage 
out, and on the 26th ult. shipperl a heavy sea 
which carried overboard two 01 her crew 

A few weeks since, a gentleman in Eniord, 
England, shot a pigeon, to the neck of which 
was attacned a label of red morocco leather 
bearing the words, "Boston, Jan. 6, 1848." 

Some sou nd beams formed 01 the wood of 
the mulberry tree, have been found in the ru
ins of Nineveh, where they are supposed to 
have been placed at least seven hundred �'ears 
before Christ. 

If milk be introduced into bottles, then 
well corked, put intu a pan of cold water, 
and gradually raised to the boiling point, 
and after being allowed to cool, be taken out 
and Ret away in a cool place, the milk may be 
preserved perfectly sweet fol' upwards of half 
a year Or it may be evaporated to dryness 
by a gentle heat and under constant Etirring. 
A dry mass will thus be obtained, which 
when dissolved in water, is said to possess all 
the qualities of the best milk. It is called 
iatteina in Italy. 

The harbor of Bridgeport, Ct., one day 
lately, was almost one solid mass of fish. 
From the beacon to the bridge, so thick were 
they that persons on baud vessels passing up 
ar,d down the harbor, and at the docks, could 
pull up pail. full of them for some time. 
There was a great commotion in the harbor 
and no mistake. No doubt million� could 
have been caught with a net. 

Man has 226 bones; the head and face 63 
the trunk 39, the arm� 64, and the lower ex

tremities 60. There are in man 201 muscles 
or pairs of muscles. 

The territory we have acqull'en from Mex. 
ico by the late treaty is said to abound in gold, 
silver, quicksilver, pearls, iron, coal, corn 
and win�. 
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