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Western Correspondence. 

Messrs. Munn &r Oo.-I should feel proud 
if iu every workshop of my acquaintance y@ur 
paper could be seen. But \00 many think the 
matter contained in it beyond their grasp.
There are not many mechanics here, but all 
are engaged. Nothing is shipped from thi3 
point in the wayof manufactured articles, yet 
we have plenty of timber unsurpassed by any 
other in the world, and an immense water pow
er on our rivers, havmg five locks and dams 
on the Green and Barren rivers without any 
machinery worthy of the age. It is a lamen
table truth that many of our working men are 
without an education-even a common school 
education is voted down by the district majo
rities. Short sighted policy, that may in the 
South and West continue to curb our destiny 
for years. It is to be re merr:.bered, however, 
that most of the youth at mechanical trades 
are either orphans or sons of indigent parents, 
unable to pay for an education, or their own 
'Want of it makes them think so. J. M. D. 

Bowling Green, Ky., March 12, 1848. 
[Our worthy correspondent at Bowling 

Green has sent us a great number of subscri
bers both for this and the back volume. He 
is a man wh@ th irsts after useful information, 
and wherever we find mechanics of this stamp 
we may be sure to expect, not in vain, some 
future distinction. We endeavor to be simple 
brief and plain in all our article", looking to 
the benelit of our readers, although it is not 
possible in all scientific articles to keep clear 
of much that is abstract. We feel for the edu
cation of the mechanic and all the rising gc
neration, and when this article reaches Bow
ling Green, we know tbat our 9ubscribers 
there and the young men generally will feel 
that they should f0rm a Mechanic's Institute 
and meet weekly and give their opinions upon 
useful subjects proposed for conversation. A 
good and kindly "pirit and a zeal for mental 
and moral improvement, is an evidenee of the 
true spirit of civilization.-En. 

American Anth.rat!lte Furnaces. 

From the Pottsville Emporium we learn 
that the Firmstgne furnaces a: Easton, Pa., 
have yielded in one week, viz. The 10 feet 
bOih stack, 102 tons; in averages 93 tons; 
the 12 feet bosh stack, 142 tons; in averages 
126 tons; the Lehigh Crane Co.'s 18 feet 
stack, 168 tons; in averages 150 tons. No 
furnaces in Europe have ever equalled this 
production. Peter Cooper has two 18 feet 
stacl{s in process of operation in New Jersey, 
opposite Easton. The rich magnetic iron ores 
of Jersey are brought to all theSe works by 
the Morris Canal. When their metal is for 
foundry plirpose�, one-sixth part of this ore is 
used in mixture with the leaner of the neIgh
borhood. When forge metal 13 wanted, they 
use one third of the magnetIC ore, which 
cheapens the cost of the metal. 

Canada Gold !l11I.es. 

Gold ore has frequently been found by the 
peasantry near the Chaudiere River, below 
Quebec. Mr. Cunningham, a scientific mi
neralogist from the Southern States, has speRt 
years in explorittions, in the Chaudiere Val
ley, and Mr. De Levy reported most favora
bly. The ore is said to be rich and abundant, 
and a joint stock corny any has been formed to 
work the mines. The gf'ld has been pronoun
ced of the richest and purest quality. 

SteaDl Boiler Explosion. 

On Monday last a terrific explosion of an 
engine took place at a tobacco establishment 
in Philadel phia. The boiler burst in two parts 
dividing in the middle. T"I'o lives were lost. 
The jury upon the inquest rendered a verdict 
expressing the opinion that both the owner 
and builder of the boiler were highly culpa
ble, the \:Jailer iron being scar�ely an eighth 
of an inch thick, and being defective where it 
burst. 

Scientific ':American. 

Dag uerreotype. Discovery. 

It is well known that the ·edge of the sharp
est and most polished lancet, looks as blunt 
as the back of a case ksife, and as Jagged as 
a saw, in Viewing it through a microscepe.
The finest painting thus viewed becomes rough 
and uneven, and is entirely destitute of beau
ty of coloring or outline. It is not so with 
the photographic art. A professional gentle
man of this cify, a few days since, applied a 
microscope to a daguerreotype miniature, and 
to hiB surprise it became a life lIke "bust,' 
or cast, with the natural coloring of the hair, 
the eyes, and the dress, with the natural ex
pression of countenance. The bust will ap
pear as of plaster, of granite, or of Parian 
marble, according to the purity of t he glass 
set over the plctu,e.-To test thi� discovery, 
take a microscope-a watch maker's eye glass 
for instance-apply it to the eye, and in a 
proper light, range I t at the true focal dis
tance from the picture, and you have a view 
that is truly wonderful. It may be used to 
detect any imperfections of the picture not 
perceptible to) the naked eye. 

New Vegetable Manure. 

A new description of vegetable manure has 
been received trom Africa by Messrs. Reding 
& Hunt, of London, which is likely to become 
as important to the agricultural interest as 
guano. The article is called" Tremoco," or 

" Lupens," and it is said to be the richest ve
getable manure discovered. It is sown the 
same as any other grain, and when tender, be
fore or about blossoming, is dug up and spread 
on the land with earth, when it rots in two or 
three weeks, and tbe land becomes loose a nd 
!'lch for every agricultural purpose. 

The Modest Admission. 

The French Revolution. 

.' The best laid schemes of mice and men, 

Gang aft agee." 

Nevel' were truer words uttered than those 
of Robert Burns, the poet and never in the 
whole history of mankind could they be bet
ter applied than to the fate of Louis Phillippe, 
the Ring of the Frenc!!. We well remember 
the time when he was elevated from a Duke 
to a Sovereign-sudden was his rise, as sud
den hiS fall. The last steamer brought the 
news of his dethronement-his actual de
thronement-not his abdication, that is all non
sense. Rings may abdicate as-they choose, 
but there is only a single example ot unftirced 
abdication in all the history of monarchy.
We seldom trouble ourselvl's with political 
changes, but this much we can say of any 
monarch, that if he is good to his people, they 
will be a wall of adamant around him, if he 
is not good, neither armies, nor alliances with 
surrounding nations, can insure the crown of 
the father to be worn on the head of the son. 
We did not even dream that Lo.is Phillippe 
could have been touched by all the inhabi
tants of Paris. 

To FaUen Green Geese. 

A new mode has been discovered to fatten 
geese by the operation of animal magnetism, 
w hieh bids fair materially to lower the price 
of the fowl tribe. Food sufficient for one IS 
placed on the table among a whole flock, and 
the operator, (the old gander previomly in
structed in the art,) tben mesmerize. the 
who�e Ilock, and proceeds to satisfy his own 
appetite. The rest of course, from mesmeric 
sympathy, are satisfied when the mesmerizer 
is. By this means large Ilocks are fed with 
trilling expense. 

-----

'JVestern Journal. 

We have received Number 3 of thIS maga
zine devoted to Science and the Arts. It is 
publIshed by Messrs. Farmer & Fisk. at St. 
Louis, Mo.,and is a very valuable work_ In 
it is to be found much information relative 

M.oorheatl's GalvaHlc M.l\chlnes. 

The graduated Magnetic Machines adver
tised in another column, we can recommend 
from personal knowledge to be the best arti
cle of the kind in use. We have sold various 
kinds and seen them used for the various 
maladies for which they were recommended, 
bnt we never Aold any kind that gave so much 
satisfact:on to th� purchasers as do those ma
nufactured by Morehead. Price 12 dollars 
neatly encased in mahogany and Rosewood 
cases. Address at this oflice where oreers 
will be SF eedily filled. 

Railroad Accident. 

The train trom this city to Philadelphia, last 
Tuesday morning, was precipitated into the 
Hackensack River, and one life lost. The ac
cident occurred trom the culp3ble careless
ness, it is said, of the keeper of the bridge, 
who did not allow the proper signal to be dis
played of the draw being opell.. The signals 
that are used on all the railroads are c()ntemp
tible rags, which if ttey get wound on tho flag 
staff, as the Hackensack Bridge one did, they 
are good lor nothing Large globes painted 
different colors should alone be used; or else 
the lately invented stationary pneumatic 
whistle. 

The mechanics and manufacturers ot Balti
more announce to the public that they will 
hold an exhibitioB at Washmgton hall, in 
the city of Baltimore, on the 17th day of May 
next, for the encouragemant of manufactures 
and mechanic arts. 

It is sta ted that the Gramteville Manufac
turinq Company of South. Carolina will be 
ready to commence operations previous to 
the first of June npxt. The Factory itself is a 
building of some 350 feet in length, and built 
of beautiful granite quarried on the BpOt. The editor of the Farmer and Mechanic ad

mits his incapacity and want �f judgment, and 
has appealed to us for information. It is not 
possible to enlighten any person, who, like 
him, has his brain crammed with" leaded 
matter," and we must therefore leave him as 
we found 

to the mimng, manufacturing and agricul:ural 
him, incorrigible to advice or re- enterprise of the Great west. 

A memorial was presented to Congress on 
the 9th inst., from C. Evans, of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., praying that a law may bo passed autho
risiAg the Government to purchase his patent 

'tight for the prevention of explosions on 
ate am boilers. proof. 

Sew Engines. 

The Philadelphia and Reading Railroad 
Company are building two beautiful engines 
for the new passenger train which they de
sign running after the first of April. The 
morning line will leave Philadell'hia and 
Pottsville at 7 o'clock-the afternoon line at 
3 o'clock. 
-----------------

Telegraphic Improvements. 

The Philadelphia Ledger says that the tel
egraphic line between this city, and Nashville 
Tenn., ""orks admirably by means of the new
ly invented system of Messr5. Cook and 
Barnes, and the papers speak warmly in its 
praise. One advantage of the instrument is, 
that it dispenses entirely with the receiving 
magnet, which was generally deemed impos
sible. 

The Louisville Courier says that the ne'v 
telegraph invention for Mr. O'Reilly can print 
the Roman alphabet entire with one key, and 
with the same key, and at the same time, write 
the Morse characters. 

Powerfnl Locomotive. 

The Camden al'd Amooy Rail Road Com
pany have placed, we hear, a powerful loco
motive on their hne, able to earry a train of 
cars, with ease, at the rate of 40 miles an hour 
We are very glad to hear this, as it will, 
doubtless, enable the Company, to get their 
passengers through next iiummeI in time for 
the eastern boats. 

DOSing Royalty. 

The wonder is, how the royal pcrsonges 
can ever be ill at all, thOl1gh, perhaps, the 
wonder is still greater that they should ever 
be well, considering the multitude of people 
who live only on the hope of regal stomachic 
derangements, and who are ready and willing 
to turn the whule pharmacopreia upside 
down if the Queen yawns, or her husband 
blows his nose with unusual emotion. 

Deer Forest. 

The largest forest set apart for red deer 
which exists in Scotland is the fore.t of Athol, 
where 100,000 English acres ape given up 
to them. That land rna) be said to be ve.ry 
dear. 

The Lost Children. 

This is the title of a beautiful and affect
ing tale by T. S Arthur, an eminent and mo
ral writer who is fast climbing up the ladder 
of fame. It is one of a series of tales publish
ed by Messrs. Oliver and Brothers, the enter
prising publisher of the New York Organ. 

Ohio and Mississippi Rail Road Co. 

A meeting of the Di['ectors of t1,is road, for 
which a bill has passed the Indiana Legisla
ture, is to be held at Vincennes, Indiana, on 
the 20th of thismonth. We hope that a prompt 
and thorough organization will be effected, as 
that road is yet going to be one of the hest and 
most important in the Union. 

A bald eagle, which measured eight feet 
between the tips of his wings, was shot by 
two sportsmen, in Barnstable, Mass., on Fri
day last. He held in his beak, when shot, a 

sheldrake, and in his talons, a water-witch. 

Avoid all sourness and austerity of manners. 
Virtue is a pleasant and agreeable quality, 
and gay and civil Wisdom is always very en
gaging. 

The French spinners, says the Dublin Na
tion, are now large buyers in our Ilax mar
kets. All the Ilax in Armagh market was �ur 
chased on French account. 

New Wlntcr Garden. 

Edmburgh is about to borrow a hint 

A Missouri sportsman �ays he saw recently 

from 
at the confluence of the Missouri and Charles 

The 
rivers, one thousand turkies on a sigle roost. 

Paris in providing winter amusement. 
Caledonian Horticultural Society propose to 
have a glass-enclosed winter garden, at first 
to be 140 feet in length by 35 in breadth; and 
afterwards enlarged, so as to admit of the most 
rare exotIcs, as well as to form a brumal pro
menade. The project is likely to meet with 
every encouragement. 

The Cotton Crop. 

The Commissioner of Patents estimates the 
cotton crop of the year 1847 at 1,041,500,000 
pounds. 

A bill has been under discussiON in the 
Ma&sach uaetts Legislature to increase the 
capital of the Western Road $3,000,000. The 
Senate evincec a disinelination to give such 
an extended power of increase to this Corpo
ration, and amended the bill giving power to 
increase $1,000,000. The bill was then pas
sed. 

Dr. Holland says, that if persons are always 
supposing that they are liable to a celtain dis
temper, the nerves will so act on the part that 
it is very likely to come upon them. 

The speculum of Lord Ross's Telescope is 
6 feet in diameter. It can penetrate 500 

times, at least, fmther than the naked eye. 

The subject on the Pacific R ailroad has 
been before the Committee on Railways and 
Canals of the Maasachusetts Legislature. 

The Burlington county, (N. J.) jail being 
without a prisoner, has been converted into a 
b utchers shop. 

In England, the practice of loaning news
papers is an illegal act, which subjects the 
lender to a penalty of$250. 

The weathercock, after all, points to the 
highest moral truth, for it shows men that 
it is a vane thing to a-spire. 

The number of chargeable letters in Bri
tain, transmitted by post in 1839 was 76 mil
lions; in 1847 it amounted to 322 millions. 

Moustaches are recommended as a new ob
ject for taxation-a license to wear them at 
five dollars per annum would prod uce a fine 
taxatIOn. 

A number of artists from this City are go
ing to make sketches of tile Hudson for a 
grand panorama eight hundred feet larger than 
Banvard's. 

A grindstone burst two weeks ago in Sa
very's foundry. Philadelphia, and severely in
jured a man standing beside it. 

Mr. George J. Weaver,of Philadelphia, has 
just manufactured an immense rope for the 
iaclined plane on the Philadelphia and Co
lumbia R�ilroad. It weighs 2,500 pounds. 

© 1848 SCIENTIFIC AMERICIAN, INC 


	scientificamerican03251848-210r

