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alas, "the end is not yet." We learn again by 
the Mobile papers of another sad accident.
On the 18th ult., the steamboat Yallabusha on 
her passage from Red River to Mobile, was 
entirely destroyed by fire at Donaldsonvill�, 
and it is supposed that forty passengers lost 
their lives. We have not yet been informed 
of the real Cduse of the dIsaster. 

quently indulged in etherization and in a fit of I 

temporary mental aberration committed the 
sad act already mentioned. Such circumstan
ces are indeed humiliating to human nature. 

AlUerican Iron Ore. 

The valley drained by the w aters of the 
Housatonic River, which falls into Long Isl
and Sound, contains valuable beds of iron 01'6 

and the same Geological formations extend 
north to Canada, up the valley by Pittsfield 
and North Adams in Berkshire, Mass. The 
quality of the ore is considered good. In 
Connecticut it supplies 16 blast furnaces. In 
Massachusetts there are 7 furnaces smelting 
the same kind of ore, and in Dutchess and 
Columbia counties in this S:ate a n�mber of 
furnaces are supplied with it also. In Dutch
ess county at the Amenia ore bed, the white 
carbonate of iron has lately been discovered 

Honor to wllolll Honor 1& due. 

No iooner has chlorotorm been discovered, 
than numberless names are put forward as the 
original inventors, in order to rob the real dis
coverer of justly deserved merit, Thus it is 
now rumored that Liebeg and Dumas and some 
others discovered it before Professor Simpson. 
It is just the same with every invention, and 
there are some who would refuse James Watt 
the honor of having built the first complete 
steam engine and Fulton the filst successful 
steamboat, because steam had been known be
fore and had lifted the lid otl some tea-kettle 
In like manner too has the inventor of the Elec
tric Telegraph hat! the same ungenerous op
position, We do not like to see envy or ava
rice do injustice to inventors. The man wBe 
puts any new invention into successful ope
ration, should never meet with selfish opposi
tion, but alas for poor human nature, such men 
are just the very persons whom the world 
keeps always kicking. 

N EW YORK, FEBRUARY 5, 1848. 

The S1lllthson Institute. 

We have had a perfect shower of commu
nications sent us respecting the opinions and 
suggestions we have abeady made as to the 
application of a portion of Smithson's bequest. 
One gentleman of great respectability belong
ing to Kentucky, suggests to us the propriety 
of calling for an appropria hon of "$20,000 per 
annum to test the value of inventions, $1500 

for the best treatise upon education for the 
masses, $1000 for the best commentary on 
our government, with suggestions for improve
ment in its organization, $1000 for the best 
treatise on national intercourse and the best 
means to advance our national prosperity." 

H Suppose now," he says, " the above pre
miums yearly contended for by hundreds, 
what an amount of light would be shed upon 
these sUbjects-what a mass added to the vol
ume of the knowledge of man." Great truths 
are these. Surely a better and more profitable 
way ot expending the funds than collectiog 
broken earthen pots and Indian wallets" made 
long before the fiood." The gentleman refer
red to, says" that a Board of Decision might 
be selected by the Senate, any member to be 
at liberty to nominate." A wise suggestion 
too, and no objection can be made to it. 

Smithson left his fortune for the express 
purpose of advancing knfJwledge, and !'he 
appropriation of any part of this money to 
foster a useless and ambiguous science like 
Archl!)ology, is a mal-appropriation of Smith-
son's sacred

_
b�que�t. _____ __ _ 

Explosions 01' SteRIll Boilers. 

NeTer within our recollection has there 
been a period marked with so many lamenta
ble steamboat disasters in our country as the 
past four months. First we heard of the con
flagration of thp Phcenix on her passage up 
the Lakes on the 21st of la!t November, with 
the loss of 101 lives. Scarcely had the wail 
of that catastrophe faded from our ears when 
we heard of the bursting of the boiler of the 
steam fel'l'Y boat at Wheeling, Va., where two 
lives were lost. Not many lives to be sure, 
but can we, or dare we put a price upon the 
life of a single human being, or can we estimate 
the value of it But this event was only a 
prelude to another, and one of the most heart 
rending and soul sickening acciden ts that ever 
occurred. The steamer A N. Johnson, on 
her first trip last month from Cincinnati to 
Wheeling, blew up with a tremendous explo
sian, and God only knows how many perish
ed. One account in the Cincinatti paperssta
ted that eighty three had perished and another 
that" more t!can one hundred lives were lost," 
probably nearly two hundred. It is not pos
Sible for us at present, and probably we never 
will al'l'ive at the true number who perished 
there amid'on e o fthe wildest scene of human 
destrucTion that was ever witnessed. There 
were seen the dead and dying, and heard the 
wild shl'lcks of brave men, lovely women aHd 
helpless children, as the fiaales closed around 
them and they sunk to rise no more. The 
Cincinnati Commercial Advertiser stated from 

a description of one who witnessed the disas
ter, that there were some saved who in the de
lirium of their sufferings begged to be shot, 
and others called fa)' axes to end their suffer
i ngs. We can feel for these, we knowsomething 
of the intense torture of such pains. "On 
the shore and in the adjacent cornfields were 
to be seen the most frightful spectacles.
Heads, trunks and limbs scattered around." 
What a soul melting accideQt But the end 
is not yet. On the evening of the 8th of last 
month on the Ohio river also, a few miles be
low Galliopolis," the steamboat Blue Ridge 
blew up with a tremendous explosion," and 
thirty passengers are reported to have perish
ed. 'J hree days before this event the steam
boat Planter on the Illinois river, burst her 
boilers and !ive persons were instantly killed 
and a numbe, dangerously wounded. And 

Thus by these six catastrophes probably no 
less than four hundred lives have been d�s
troyed. What a hecatomb of human victims. 
Philanthropists and fellow counh'ymen, we 
bid you look into this charnel house-this pile 
of murdered victims, enough to astonish hea
ven and frighten earth-and we ask of you, 

" are such sacrifices of human life to be tole
rated much longer-does not their cruel and 
sad deaths demand from us an investigation 

atleast into the causes. We profess to be the 
most civilized nation in the world, let us act 
up to that profession and not look upon such 
sacrifices with the callous indiflerence of bar
barians. 

Every one of the accidents relat�d, are re
ported to have been the result of recklesmess 
and carelessness. We perceive that informa
tion has been called for by the U. S. Senate 
respecting explosions in steam boilers, from 
the Commissioner of Patents, but surely there 
is not a Senator in Congress who is so igno
rant as not to know that we have already an 
abundance of information regarding the causes 
of explosions, and the best plan for Congress 
to adopt to prevent such wholesale destruction 
of life, is to appoint a Committee with power 
to send for and examine witnesses who can 
testify to the causes of explosions, the evils 01 
our present ill regulated steamboat system, 
and give all requisite information respecting 
the best morle of remedy for such eveuts,
The Cincinnati Atlas says, " if investigation 
is commanded by law over the bod� of a sin
gle individual stricken by death in our streets, 
the necessity more strongly exists where an 
hundred are destroyed upono'lr rivers by cue· 
lessness or defective machinery." Yes, and 
the city of Cincinnati will not clear herself 
of criminality unless she moves with a strong 
and righteous will in the matter and make 
some atonement by future carefulness for the 
human blood that has lately tinged with a 
deeper stain the turbid waters of the broad 
Ohio. 

among heaps of refuse ore, thus showing that 
but little sound knowledge was possessed by 
those working the bed. 

North of of Pittsfield, Mass., some valua
ble ore beds have been opened and one in 
Dutchess county in this State. The cost of  
digging these ores is  $1 per �on and the price 
for the ore delivered at the furnace is gene
rally $3,50 and sometimes as low as $1,50 
where the charcoal is high. Charcoal :osts 
from $5 to 7,50 per hundred bushels and it 
takes about 150 bushels to the ton. All the 
iron furnaces in Massachusetts have the hot 
blast. They make one thIrd more iron, and 
although prejudice is in favor of the old way, 
it is as good) if nl)t better, than that made by 
the cold blast. 

Two furnaces are building in Poughkeepsie 
on the North River, to which ore is to be 
transported from the beds or: the eastern line 
and smelted with anthracite coal. There are 
two f urnaces of the Stockbridge Iron Compa
ny 32 feet high, and 8 feet across the boshes, 
tbat smelt 18 tons per day and will soon do 
more-they use charcoal only. Ore from the 
State line will soon be carried to be smelted 
at Hudson on the NOIth River, by anthracite, 
as charcoal is becoming scaroe. There is a 

great deficiency of scientific skill among those 
who condpct the mining and smelting of these 
ores. A large quantity of mO'lt beautiful He
matite ore was once sent from Maine to one of 
the Berkshire furnaces lind condemned by the 
smelter because it did not smelt just the same 
as the kind that he had been accustomed to 
work at. 

In ear]y times these ores were reduced in 
Connecticut in forges, and the Indians were 
once employed to pack the ore in leather bags 
and carry it to the bloomeries. 

At Kalamazoo, Michigan, a rich bed of ore 
has lately been mined and a furnace put in 
'operation. The metal prolluced has been re
ported to us as being equal to any of the Eas
tern blasts. It will at least be founil more 
profitable than the speculat i ve gold mines 
said to have been discovered in that State. 

Western Manufactures. 

It iscontemplated, theChilicothe, Ohio, Ga
zette says, to erect an estaolishment there for 
the woolen manufacture in all its branches. 

In Zanesville, Ohio, there is olle cotton fac
tory and arrangements are completed for the 
establishment of a new Rolling Mill. There 
are also manufactories of glass, stoneware and 
a numoer of other articles in Zanesville. 

A bill is before the Ohio Legislatule for the 
establishment of th e Ten HOUl' system, some
thing like the New Hampshire bill. 

In Newport, Kentucky, we have been ill
formed, there is a silk factory in healthy ope
ration. Satins in pieces, handkerchiefs and 
scarfs and sewing silk, are manufactured of a 
su perior quality and made from cocoons grown 
in that state. In looking on the map ot the 
United States and comparing our climate with 
the silk growing regions of the old world, we 
are convinced that too little attention is paid 
by us to the culture of silk. We shall call at
tention to this subject again, 

Western .EaterprJse. 
HAllMAN, (Washington Co.) 01110. 

DEAR SCI.-A company has been farmed 
here recently fQr the purpose of manufactur
ing Bucke�s and Tubs upon a large scale, and 
will probably employ some 20 to 30 hands.
A culvert is also nearly completed arou.nd the 
dam at the mouth of the Muskingum, for hy
dra'lhc purposes. It is contemplated to put 
up a saw mill the c@ming season. The" Ma
riett'l Ship Company" have a fine brig on the 
stocks, nearly c,ompleted. The vessels built 
by this company, on the banks of the Ohio, 
1800 miles above " salt water," will compare
with your Eastern craft for IT.odel, speed, rna -
terial, style of finish, and for cheapness. 

Yours, &c. S. T. J. 

We believe that there are Engineers Associ
ations in almost every city on the Ohio and 
Mississippi, and we have now before us the 
Constitution of the St. Louis Association.
These associations grant diplomas to Engi
neers who have been examined and have ex
hibited a thorough knowledge of their pro
fession. They were established for the pur
pose of preventing ignorant men from occu
pying situations as engineers, who were in
competent for tne difficult task. The objects 
are good, but these associations have been in
efficient and they wan t l·emodelling in every 
respect. We do not know whether Cincin-
nati has such an association or not. She cer- Iron �nne. 

Mr. Kinney, member of the Legislature of 
Mass., f rom Royalston, is anxious to establish 
a law for the pUlllshmel'lt of suicide. He pro
poses that all self-murderers shall forfei t their 
bodi es for dissection. 
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Death of Doctor Wl'lls. 

Dr. Wells, of Hartford, Connectic ut, the 
discoverer of sulphuric ether to produce un
consciousness of pain in dental surgery, put 
an end to his existence in this city on the 25th 
inst. under the most painf�l and humiliating 
circumstances. We seldom call attention to 
such cases, but we cannot forbear to notice 
with regret the death of a man of no ordinary 
scientific attainments and one whose name is 
now associated with " Pneumatic Medicme," 
and always will be, as he undoubtedly laid its 
foundation. Ether and chloroform are cer-
tainly both injurious to the nervous system it 
taken frequently, and Dr. Wells had too fre-
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