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Further developments will show that the roof is made to
last scarcely more than four or five years. The leaders are
made of some flimsy material, the nature of which is con-
cealed by painting, but which in two or three years is found
to be consumed by rust, and to crumble into pieces like a
Boston cracker.

The moral of all this is, that if a man want a good house
Lie must own, not rent it; and if he would own a house that
shall be worth the money he pays for it, he must have it
built under his own supervision; or, if lie be not competent
to supervise, he must employ the services of a competent
and reliable architect.

The profits to builders of the average dwelling house are
very great, as any one will find by a proper invesiigation of
the cost of materials and labor. Invest these profits in supe-
rior material and workmanship, and, while your house will
cost. you no more, it will be at least one third better.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS.

UN1TED SUATES PATENT OFFICE, )
Jannary 31, 1871, )
To the Senate and House of Reprexentatives of the United States nf Americe,
in Congress asserndled ;

By the 9th scction of tie Aet of Congress, approved Jnlys, 1870, entitled
*An act to revise, cousotidate aud amend the rtatutes relating to patents
and copyrights,” thie Columissioner of Patents {3 required to lay before Gon-
grers, annually, in tlie month of Jswuary, a report, ¢iving a detuiled state-
ment of all moneysicecived for pateuts, for copics of records or drawings,
orfrom any other source whatever; a detailed »tatcment ofull expenditures
forcontingent and miscellancous expensea; a list of all patents which were
granted during the preceding ycar, designating nuder proper heads the sub-
Jects of such batents; an alphahetical list ot the patentees, with their places
of residence; a Mt of all putenls which have beey extended dnring the
year; and snch other intorination of the couditiou ot the Patent Office as
may be nzeful to Congress or the public.

In compliance with this rcquircment of the statute, I have the honor to
&ubmit the following report:
| Thereceipts and expeuditures of the Oflice. forr the year ending December
81, 1870, nnd thg condition of the bilance. in the Trcasury on account of the
patent fund, as wcllas the character and extent eft.he buciness done by the
Office during the year, sireshown in tbe tollowing statements:
Amount. received on applications for patents,re-issucs, extensions,

caveuts, diselaimers, appeala, and trade-marks, etC...ooo..o... %669,456°76

Amouot paid for salarics, photography, stationery, and miscel-
aneous cxhenses, ete, FE - S (15 K b &)

. PR

STATEMENT OF BALANCE,

Azgount, to the erodlt of the Patent Fand, January 1, 1870....
¥und of receiptaduring the yvear 1830............ Careen

Total 9
From which deduct expenditures for theyearisio........

Balanec: on the 18t of January, 187t....... PYPRI
BUSINESR OF THE OFFICE FOR THE YEAR 1870.

No.of applications for patents dnrinZ the vear 1870.,.... rrcrarreeeeaee 19
No.of patentrisaucd,inciiding reissvcs and designs.. .

No.of applications for extenslons of patents 200
0. of patcots extended. .......... {11
No, of caveats filed during fheyvear. .. e . 3,278
No. of patents expired during the yesr........... L2538
No. of patents allowed. but not issued for want of final ree 1,016
No. of applications for registering trade-marks.......c.ovven 188
No. of trade.marks registered.. .... . 191
— - 13,321

The patents issned to cftizens of the Unlted States were dlstributed amoog
the citizens of the several States, Terrltories, ¢tc., a8 follows:

Alghama....... Montang.........ooviienesn 1
Arkaneag. .. Nolraska... 16
Callfornis “ evads....... 9

Colorando “TFerritor New Hampelire

connectigut.. ..., e New Jersey.

De?x:\\:ﬁ-é ,,,,,,,,,, 9 New Mexico. Territ.

District. of Columbis 17 New YOorK....... ....

Florlda........-... 5 glolrth Carolina.
ho. . ...

Oregon..
Peonsylvanla.
Rhode Islsod.
South Carolina.

cmiessee, .
exil
Utatl Territory
Vermout....
Virginia...
Waspipgton T
Wepy yirginia 47
Misdlasippi, Wisconsin . . 22
Mirsourti Wyeiwning T 1
Citizens of the United States residing in foreigu countries 17
Personsin the U, & Army.........ooeanenn . ]
Personsinthe U. 8. NnV¥ et venen voniens 1
TOtAL v iiiiiiiisisriiiirstsrariinnranans rrteeaieiieiereteaas B RX: ryd

COMPARATIVE STATFMENT OF THY BUSINKSS OF THE OFFICE, FROM 1837 0
1870, INCLUSIVE.

Appli-
YEARS, Jentpi’gns Caveats | Patents | Cash re- Casb ex-
1 Nled. tiled. issued. celved. pcoded.
435 $20,280°08 | $33,50608
520 42,1254 3740210
435 37,2600 3454951
4% $8,056-51 39 KXr67
195 40,413-01 42,86087
517 36,905° 6% 31,4048
531 35,815'81 30,776%
6502 42,5092 6,478
2 51,0%614 39,385°65
619 44,158-71
572 (3 41,8835
3] 67,576 69 §8,905:84
1,070 50,752'78 771644
S35 86,2705 §0,108495
869 95,138-61 86,916°93
1,020 112,656+ 45,916-91
0358 15T | 13286983
982 163,789-84 167,146'32
2,02 216,45.985 379,540°83
,502 192)588°02 | 199931702
| 290 , 15201 211,582:09
3,710 1203,716'16 156,193+ 94
4,533 2 0,278
4,819 208
540 187
3,50 215,754
4,17 195,55
5020 24091998 B
6616 344,
9, 495.665°3% | 61,7
13,013 646,58(°0°2 639,263 82
18,873 681,565'86 628,67917
Q4 3,824 13,936 653,145°81 486 49078
19.171 3,218 13,41 456°76 | 557,147°19

A fubject-matter iudex of the pstenls issued during the year 1370, an
alphabetieal list of the patentees, with their places of residence, and a list
of the patents exteuded durlng the year, have been prepared, and are sub-
mltted herewith as a part of thisreport.

Calle.d upon (o perform the duties of Commissloner of Paicots, tempor-
arily only, uutil the gentlemian already appointed to flll thc vaeancy ecca-
sioncd by the reslgnation of the late Commlssioner ahall agsume the office, it
would manifestly be improper that I should embrace the present oppottu-
nity to recoinme.nd mcasures, the advisabllity of which can {n any respect
be called in Guebtion. I shall refrgin, therefore, frog any general discussion
ofthe s@airs oftbe Patent.Office, aud sonflue mygelfto two or three matters
which demand early attention, and about which it Would seem that thero
can be but little difference of opinlon,

By the Joint refolution providing for pnblishing the mpecificatlons and
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drawings of the 1’atent Office, upproved Jaunuary 11,1871, it is provided that
the publication of the abstracte ol spceiticatiour and of the cngravings bere-
tofore accompanying the annual veport of the Commlesloner of Patents,
ashall be discontinued after the middle of the year 1869, the mechanlcnt illns-
trationstor tbe first six months of that year having becn slready prepared;
and that in lieu thereof the Commissioner is autherized to have printed, for
gratuitous dirtribution, 156 copicr of the complete specifieations and draw-
ings of each patcnt thereafter issued, which copics, dunly certitled under tle
haud of thc Commissioner and the real of the Patent Office, are to be placed
for frec public inspection in the various Statc anc territorial capitaly, and
in the Clerky’ oflices of the district courts of the varvious judicisl districts
throughont the United ®tates; and this officer is rurther anthorized and
direeted to have printed such additional numbers of copies of specifications
and drawings, ecrtitiedd as before provided, as may be warranted by the
actual demand for the tsame, to be sold at 8 price not exeeeding the eontract
price for such drawings. It is also provided that the conies of drawings
shull be made upon contract, atter due advertisement by the Superintendent
of Publie Printing, under the direction of the Joint Committee on Printing.
This diseontinuance of the publication of the mcchanicalreport is in con-
forwity with the recommendation of the lute Comnissiouer of Patents. 1
have alwa:s douhtcd somewhat the wisdomot'snch & step, kuowiuy, ais [ do,
the avidity with whichinventors, in all parts of the country, seek for copics
of the report, and believiug also thatthe matter contreined thereiu, thongh
uccessarily iupertect, is nevertheless full of soprgestion, und beenliarly cal-
culnted to furnish food for the iuventive mind. .

The delay herctofore conneted with the publicution of thiat report eould
have een entirely obviated hy promptness inimnaking the necessary appro-
priation for the work, a4 by properr management the office could casily have
had all the maltter ready for press within one month after the entl of the
year. Ifit were found thul the report under tiie system of distributlon
heretoiore adopted failed to reach the (uarters where it wonld confer the
most benelit, Lhis cvil conld catily have heen retnedied by providing, ariong
other thiugs, that cach patentee of aggiveu year should receive s 2 gratulty
onc copy of the report for that year, iuc that the rest of the cdition be sold
‘at a price fot cxcecding the prime cost thereof. .And asto the prioted
copies, to be hereatrter placed at central points, as provided by the joint
resolition, it is feared that they will be of comparatively littlescrvice to the
greatimasisof inventors, who are scattercd widely through the sparsely set-
tled portions of'the country, und who, practieally, will have but little eppor-
tunity of consulting theirl,  As cvidence in the comts, as wids to patent so-
lieitors, und to professlonal experts, upon whom inventors largely rely, and
as sources of infermation to all persons living mear the places of deposit,
they will of courve prove valuable, as furnishing more exact and reliahle
knowledge thau cen be galued from any othiersource. Forthisreason, they
would torm a most valnahle adjunct to tijc present report; and, in view of
thegreat benefits which the putent system hasalready conferred upon the
nation—single inventions, like the sewing maehine, the harvester, the tele-
araph,or vulcanized rubher, having 1worc euriched the eountry than the
whbolcsyrtem hag cost, from itz inauguration to the present time—I belicve
tbat the expense of retaining the meclianical report in addition to the new
puhlication would he fully justified. The.annual income of the Patent Office,
inexcessof its expenditnres, would more than pay the cost.of the proposed
additional work; and the balance nf gix hundred and forty thourand dollars
1o the Treasury tothe ¢redit ot the patent fund, warrants the most Jiberal
policy in support of the workiogs of thir Durenu. The Government ought
uot toseck to raike revenuc hy levylng taxes uponthe inventlve genius of the
people; hntall the money.received from inventors should be expended in
snch a way as to secure the largest and moat henetteent development of the
patent system.

(The Commlrsioner then procecds to remark upon the suhject of repro-
dueing the drawings?, that thia ahould he doue ip the Patent Ofitce, and not
by contract. Indealing with contractora the otfice is vompelled to part
temporarily with the custody of its original rceords. When done in the
office, the coples prepared for gratnitous distribution can be made unitorm
in size witb those now made for office use, and a faving of many thourands
of dollars conid be effected annually. If, under the contract system, u
smaller fize he adopted, arecomposltlon of the letter press wonld he necesai-
tated, iuvolving an aunual expense of not less than gixty thousand dollars,
while the saving in paper and binding would not be more then thirty
thousand dollars. For these reasons the Commissioner favors the pertorm-
ance ofthe work in tbe. Patent Ofilce.  I{c aleo recommends #n advanee in
the price ofringle copies and the accompanyiug drawings, iaking the mini-
mum price ten centg, and the maximmn fifty cents, the price of uncertificd
printed copies between these limits, to be ixed by .the determination ot the
Conunissioner]. v

By Section 20 of the Patent Act, approved July 8, 1810, the Commissioner
of Patents Ir anthorlzed to prmt or causc to be printed copies of the claiins
of current iserues of pateuts, and copier of such lawn, declsiona, rules,
regulations, and circulars as iy he pecessary for the information of the
public. -

Under this provisiou oflgw, the Oflice has for some time past been issiing
a weckly ** List of Pat&uts,’” which containg the number, title, and claim of
cacli patent isrueds together with the name and residenee of the patentee.

This publication costs the Governmeut about flve thousand dollars per
annum. Itissold to subscribers atfive dollars & year; and the amount
realized from thissouree during the last year, is thirty-three hundred aml
gixty-elght dollars. The umonut paid for sdvertising applieations for the
extcnslon ot patents during the same time is twcuty-nine hundred aud
twentv-trree dollars.

I would respeetfully recomnmend that the Commlssioner of Pateots be
authorized toenlargethe scope of the pceriodical publication named, &0 as
tomakeit an official gazette,in which all the advertisemeuts purtaining to
the husiness ofthe oftice shall be inserted,in lieu of' all other advertising as
now required by law. At bresent the law requirea that the Commlm«io‘wr
sliall publish a notice ot every extension application in one ncewsgpuper in
the City of Washington, and in such otuer paperg, publithed 1n the section
most interested adversely to the extension of the patent, as he may deem
proper. Undcr thislaw the patronage of the Ottice iy distrihuted 2mong
three of the Washington papers, 2and @ sccond ¢opy of the advertisement is
usually geut to rome paperin the vicinity of the resideuce of the patentee.

‘This is at best an immperfect systewn of accomplishing the work intended,
ay there is no ouc paper in the entire country which contains all the adver-
tiscments of the Ottiet, and which, therefore, a person concerned, profes-
sionally or otherwise. in extenzion applications cun take, and feel agsurance
that the very casc for which he is watChing muy not excape his ecye. By the
proposcd chauge in this regard, all unicertainty of thiskindwould disappear;
ihe pnblic, bolth inventors and attorneys, wenld be much better rerved,
since in connection with the list of claims they would receive the offlclal
advertisements without further expeuse; and a8 considerahle saviug to the
government would be effected, both by the cessation of further paymeuts
for-advertising, and hy thelargcly increased circulation wkich by tbis meaus
would be secured for the puhlication ah:2dy suthorized by law.

By Scction 63 of tite Patent Act, it {8 provided that an appliciation for the
extension of a patent shall be filed ** 110t more than Bix mouthsnorless than
ulnety days before the expiration of the original tcii of the patent.” Tu.
der this section, applications are generally delayed until the last moment;
and then it frequently happens, it the cagse be an important one, in whiclk
opposition is entercd, and thetakingof a large sutount of testhnouy, to be
obtuined io remote and widely separated scctions of the country, becomces
nccessary, that the application cannot be prepared for hearinguntil so late
a day as to cause the carefnl conslderation of it prior to the expiration of
the patent, seriously to Interfere with the Commissioner’s duties in relation
toother' matters. It frequently happens, too, that on the day of heariug, s
fatal defectin the presentation of the case 1sdeveloped, which, if therc were
further time at the dispossl of the party, might be remedied. ¥ortheserea-
sons, every such case,in my judgment, 8hould he brought to 2 hearing at
least four weeks before the date of the expiration of the pateng. To this
end, the application murt be filed in the office at an earlier day thau is now
reqnired by law. Iwould suggest that nine.1gonths he fixied as the maximum
limit, and six as the ivinimum.

The businesa of tlic Patent Office for the past year {8 perhaps suficlently

+ For economy of space, we bave coudens¢«? that portlon of the report
relating to reproductlon of (drawlngs.—¥na
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exhihited by the tables alrerdy glven, and does not eall for any extended re-
mark. 1l cannot, howover, close this bricf report without referring to the
emincnt service rendered Ly the late Cemmissiener, the Hon. Samuel 8.
Fisher, whose energy and ability in the discharge of his official duties have
doue 0 much to correct and systematize the practice of the offiee.

The periodical publication of the Commissioner’s decisions, whereby the
examiners, a3 well as attoraeys, havereceived early information ot the prin-
clples which controled the head of the offiee in deciding the cases brought
to his personal attention, has provcd a marked and most valuable featf.ore of
thie late administration. Great care was also ‘excreised in the filliug of va-
eencies, the appointments heing made with speclal rreference to the merits of
the persons rcceiving them, aud in mauny instancer after they had pussed lhe
ordeal of a severe competitive examination.

The manifest improvementthus effected, in the perronnel ot the Office, re-
fleets credit upon the officer nnder whese administitation it was hrought
about. The lmpress which he has left behind him will be lasting, snd hls
official connection with the patent »ystem wiil long he remembered with rat-

iefaction :uni pleasure. i
Respeetfully submitted.

SAMUEL A. DUNCAX, Acting Commistloner.

New Patent Law of 1870.

_—

INSTRUCTIONS

HOW TO OBTAIN

LETTERS-PATENT

FOR

NEW JNVENTIONS.

—

Information about Caveats, Extensions, Interferen-
ces, Designs, Trade-Marks, and Foreign'Patents.

OR Twenty-five years, MUNN & CO.have occnbied the leading
positlon of Solicitorsof American and’Eurovean Patents.
During this long experiente they have examined not less than
PipyThousand Inventions,and bave prosecuted uPwards of THIRTY
TROUSAND APPLIOATIONS FOR PATENTA, Inaddition to this they
have made, atthe Patent Ofice, Twenty-Five Thousand Special
Examinatiops {nto the novelty of varioua Inventiors.

The important advantage of Munn & Co.'d Americap and En-
ropean Patent Agency is that the practice has Leen tenfold
greater than that of any other agency in existence, with the additionaladvan-
tages of havjugthe aid of the highest Professional skill in every department’
and a Branch Office at Washington, that watches and supervlses cases When
NeCessary, a8 they nrce thrnneh Najg) I'xamlnetian, -

UNN & CO,,

Ask Special Attention to their System of doing’
Business.
Consultation and Opinions Free,

Inventors who desire to consult with Muxn & Co. sre invitedto call at
their office 37 PARK Row, or to send a sketch and description’oftheinvention,
whieh will be examined and an opinion given or sent by mail without charge.

A SPECIAL BXAMINATION

{8 made into the novelty of sn invention by personal examination at tbe Pat-
ent ®ffice of all patented inventions bearing on the particular ciass. This
search is made by examinbers of long experience, for whicha fee of &5 1s
eharged. A report is given In writing.

To avoid all possible misapprehension, MUNN & Co. advise generally, that
inventors send models. Bnt the Commisggioner may at hig discretion dispenss
with 8 model—this can be arranged beforehand.

MUNN & Co. take special carein preparation of drawings and specifications,

If acase shonld for any cause be rejecteditis ii®estigated immediately,
and the rejection if an iaproper one set aside.

NO EXTRA CHARGE

fs madetoelients for this extru service, MUTXN & Co. have sklliful experts
in attendanee to supervisecasesand to press them forward When nec.essary.,

REJECTED CASES.

MUxN & Co. givevery speeialattention to tlie cxamination and prosecution
of rejected cases filed by inventors and other attorneys. In sneh cases a fee
of $51i8 requircd for speelal examination and report ; and in case of probable
success by further prosecution and the papers are found tolerably well pre-
pured, MUNN & Co, willtake up thecase andendeavor to getit through for
a rensonable fee to be agreed upon in advance of prosecution.

CAVEATS
Arc desirable if an inventor j8 not fully prepared to apply for a Patent. A
Caveat affords protectionfor one ycar agsinst the issue of apatent to an-
other for thesameinvention. Caveat papers should be carefully prepared.
The Government fee on filing & Caveat s $10, and MuNN & Co.'s charge for
preparing tbe necessary papers is usually from $10 to $12.

REISSUES.

A patcnt when discoveredtohe defeetlve may be relssued by the surren-
der of the original patent, and the 1lling of amended papers. This proceeds
g should be taken with great care.

DESICNS, TRADE-MARKS, & COMPOSITIONS
Cun he patented for o ternl of yeurs, :leo uevy redicines or medicat come
pvunds, and useful mixtures of aijl kinds,

When tle invention consists of @ medicine or compound, or a new article
Ol manutacturs, or i newy vamposition, sanples of the wrticle murthe far-
ished, neatly vy wpe ‘there should 2180 be forwarded a fult statcment of ite
ingredients, proportious, mode of preparation, uses, and merits.

CaNaDIANS and all other foreigners can now obtain patents upon the same
termas asg citizens,

EUROPEAN PATENTS.

Muxy & Co.have sollcited a larger anuberof Europesn 1*ateots than any
other agency. They havc agents located at Loudon, I’aris, Ilrusscls, Berlin,
and other chict citics. A pawmphilet containimg a synopsis of tle Forelgn
Patent Laws sent frec. ,

Muxs & Co. could refer, if necessary, to thousands of patvtifcez who have
had the beneflt of their advice and assistance, to many af the¢ principat
busincss men in this and other cities, and to members of Congress and
promincut citizens throughout the country.

All comiunnications are treated as confidential.

Address

MUNN & CO,,

No. 37 Park Row,
NEW YORK,





