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o o @0“35 mlﬁmWB ‘teen mmutes, bea.tmrr the J\atcke.o, in the race of 1,200 mlles, demands payment for ten hundred pounds of lead, at six
- ) p v ) i only three hours and forty-four minutes. dollars per pound (Continental money). This epistle fixes
The,,i;gxfn(:: ¢ not responsivle fer the @pinions cxpressed by their Cor- g roference,let us look at the following comparative table | nearly the time when General Roberdeau abandoned the

- of the speed of several fast boats of past years.

Our Dwellings.

| 5
Messgrs. EDITors :—Your correspondent, « F. G. W.” may FROM NEW ORLEANS TO NATCHEZ—DISTANCE, 295 MILES,

be about right in the statement made in No. 4, present vol- ! August, 1844—0ld Sultana made the run in.... ‘ITol‘gl)rs' l\ig"
ume that “ two thirds of our dwelling houses are not put " & 1851—Magnolia ¢« <« ..., 19 50
up” in a very workmanlike manner ; but his field of observa- May, — 1853—A. L. Shotwell = = ... 19 49
tion must be quite limited, or he would not say that the . %ggg:%i‘il;}c":;sn}?slf " e 58 2%
“greatest deficiency is in the foundation supports.” | 1853—Eclipse ’ e “ T a7
As a rule, builders do not slight their work in those points . August, 1855—New Prmcess « “«o L. 18 53
where the mass of persons inexperienced in such matters - — “ Y . 17 30
could readily detect the fault. Many a poorly-built house is June,  1870—Natchez ¢ MEEEEEE 17 50
“« : : 1July, 1870—R. E. Lee i e 17 11
pronounced “ built of the best materials, and in the best man-; “ " 1870—Natchez o oo 17 14

ner” by the purchaser and others, because the outside looks
well when new.

No builder, no matter how cheap a house he was erecting,
could afford to allow the flooring to settle ““three inches
carrying down all the partitions with them, to save the very
trifling expense of a few cheap supports. Such instances of
“penny wise and pound foolish” cconomy must be rare.

Some of the real faults of our system of building are these:
The lumber is not seasoned. There is perhaps not a single
instance in this country of a lumber yard where they ¢ stick
up” the timber from which the house frames are made. It
is sawed ** green,’and kept in a solid pile. If any air gets
to it, it is accidental, and not intentional. To make the best
kind of a house, every piece of lumberin it except the laths
should be perfectly dry. In what we call good houses those
parts exposed to view are generally of good stoeck and prop-
erly season ; but a dry frame is of more consequence than
dry doors. The latter can be readily repaired or replaced, the
former cannot. The timber used is too narrow. Fvery
wooden house of medium size should have 2 X6 outside stud-
ding, instead of 2X4. Instead of 2XG6 and 2X8 flooring |its widest parts. Sinking Valley took its name from the fact
joists, they should be 2X10 and 2X12. "that the water rises and sinks in the valley.

In those sections of our country where the dwellings are !
clapboarded, and the floors laid double, the covering boards | feet without finding bottom. These sinks are about 30 feet
and uncer floor should be every inch sound, free from knot ;apart, and it is supposed that they are connected at the bot-
holes, shakes, and waney edges. When laid they should be | tom. The water in these sinks is fresh limestone spring
Jjointed to make tight work.  As a rule, anything that will ! water,
hold a nail, the * refuse” and all “oddsand ends” are worked |
in ; and those parts, which, above all others, should be well
done, are the poorest in the building. Our practice says: | cave has been explored for about half a mile, at which point
“ No matter, it is out of sight.” Why don’t we have houses the rocks come close to the water, and here may be heard a
made from ssasoned lumber? Simply because we can’t wait ' | sound like the falling of water.
for it to dry, and don’t want to pay the cost of drying.

When the occupants of a new house find the doors and
windows “ binding” and “sticking;” and the wood-work in
various places showinyg large cracks, they generally denounce
the carpenter. He could not help it—the lwnber was not
scasoned.

These are but threc of the many defects in our American !
system of house-building ; the temptation to mention others
is great, but the fact that I have a]ready trespassei toomuch | any grouni’ but as fast as it comes it sinks to unknown
upon your space restrains me. In most parts of our land we ! regions, When the wateris clear, the hottom can be seen cov-
have the best building materials in the world, and plenty | ered with round sand stones. The water is only 3 to 4 feet
of skilled workmen, but we are in too great a hurry to build | deep where it sinks, and when very low it is only 10 or 12
good houses. BETA. ' inches deep. This water rises again on the other side of the
Canoe Mountain, passes down a ravine, and empties into the

Here is food for the thoughts
In the past twenty-six years, while almost every other branch
of mechanical apwliance has made giant strides toward per-
fection, the steamboat, either through ignorance or want
of inducement, or something, has scarcely advanced at a
snail’s pace. The steam engine—the motive power—has kept
pace with other advancement; but the boat still lags, and
why? Is it not because the model, which is nearly the same
to-day that it was a quarter of a century since, is faulty? In
the fastest time of to-day thereis, with all the modern improve-
ments in machinery, a gain over the fastest time of 1844, of
only two and a half hours in a run of two hundred and ninety-
five miles.

the remedy ? C. C. HASKINS,

St A ———~——
Sinking Valley,

Messrs. EDITORS :—Sinking Valley, of Blair county, Pa.

continuation of Nittany Valley, Center County, Pa.
about eight miles long, and from four to five miles wide in

of a mile, and flows about two or three rods, when it enters

; One mile below the cave the water rises at the Arch Spring,
- which is about 60 feet in diamcter, and flows thiro.:gh an arch
of limestone rocks. The arch is 35 or 40 feet long, 10 or 12 |
feet wide, and from 5 to 6 {eet above the water. This spring
drives a saw mill, and a grist nill which has four run of
stones.

Five rods below the mill the water sinks again, this time
very gradually, It runs into a pool and never seems to gain

—_——— ——————
Steamboat Speed.

Mgessrs. EDITORS :—The ocean, the North River, and the
Sound, and the West’s great arterics of commerce, the Mis-
sissippi and its iributaries, since the advent of the first com-
peting lines of steamboats, have ever been the scenes of the

mill at Arch 8 pring saws, sawdust riscs on the stream on the
other side of Canoc Mountain,

. . | gomery ceunty, Pa.
of inventors and river men, : ® y Y ’

mines, The miners attempted to carry on operations for
themselves, but soon gave it up on account of the immense
expense of mining and smelting the ore.

In the early part of the present century, the lower mines,
near the little Juniata River, known now as the Pine Hill,
were opened under the superintendence of Mr. Sinclair, but
were owned by Messrs. Musser and Wells. Three deep shafts
were sunk on the side of Pine Hill, and a drift in the side of
the hill, some 300 feet long, 6 feet high, and 6 feet wide, was
excavated. These works were very expensive, and not profit-
able.

In 1821, the mines were'_visited by some parties from Mont-
with the intention of working them,
but they concluded not to maks the attempt, as they could
not manufacture the lead so as to compete with Galena mines,

In 1852, some enterprising New Yorkers prospected the
upper mines, and found what they supposed sufficient encour-
agement to go ahead and work them. They sunk several
shafts, and found some ore, and a stock company was formed
under the name of Sinking Valley Lead Mining Company.
The stock figured among the bulls and bears of Wall street,
New York, and considerable blowing was done about building
extensive furnaces for smelting ; but suddenly, onc fine day,
the ore was played out.

Where docs the trouble lig, and who will apply Ly

, !_ county side of the river.
is situated between the Bush and Canoe Mountains, and is a under the superintendence of Mr. Nathan Bartlett.
It is.

We first find
in it two sinks, which have been sounded to the depth of 130,

:which it is crushed or ground.
The water rises above ground at a distance of a quarter

18 inches in hight, 15 fect long, and 6 feet wide.
a cave, whose mouth is 30 feet wide and 10 feet high. This '

‘|

The rocks of Sinking Valley are the No. 2 formation, of | barrels to catch the oxide as it is precipitated.

In 1862, a stock company, under the name of Keystone
nc Company, opened the mine on Pine Hill, and was suc-

1cessful in finding sufficient zinc and lead ore to justify them

in building an oxide furnace at Birmingham, on the Blair
The works were built in 1866,
They
consisted of eight oxide furnaces.

In 1868, four desulphurizing furnaces were put up under
the superintendence of Mr, Ayer Bartlett, son of Mr. Nathan
Bartlett. The following is a description of the working of
the furnaces, and an analysis of the ore: The ore is put
into a kiln, which somewhat resembles a lime kiln, where it
is roasted, and the sulphuret of hydrogen is driven off, atter
It is then taken to the de-
sulphurizing furnaces which are three in number, each
The ore is
first spread evenly over the floor of the upper oven, where it
remainsseveral hours. It is then drawn down to the mid-
dle oven, and fresh ore is put on the upper one. From the
middlc oven it is drawn into the lower one, and the ore that
is in the upper furnace is drawn into the middle one, while
fresh ore is putinto the upper oven. The work of these ovens
is to drive off the sulphur,

The ore is taken out of the lower oven, and mixed with
GO0 per cent of nut coal, and charged, through doors in the
side, into the oxide furnaces, which are 16 feet long and 8
feet wide, These oxide furnaces have perforated bottoms, to
allow cold air to enter. The air is forced in by a blower,

_The ore is heated to a white heat, and the zinc goes off in

vapor, and carries the lead with it.

The fumes pass now into a cooling chamber, 10 feet long,
8 feet wide, and 30 feet high, From this they are drawn by
an exhausting blower through a sheet iron pipe, 4 fcet in

' diameter, and 50 feet in length, which opens into a room 380
Juniata river, at Water Strcet, Huntingdon county, Penn, | feet long, 15 feet wide, and 25 feet high ; thence into the
The proof that this is the same water is that when the saw  bag room, which has three rows of muslin bags.

The hori-
zontal bags are 80 feet long, and every six feet there arc per-
pendicular bags which are 30 feet long. At the bottom are
The oxide is

most exciting and enthusiastic cempetition in the matter of
specd.

The desire to outstrip competitors has repeatedly attracted
the attention of legislators, and penal enact ments have put an
end te the dangers of constantly recurring races between
rival lines, until, become a dead letter from age, their whole-
some provisions are forgotten, their penalties disregarded, and
the whole programme of transgression and threatened pun-
ishment is dgain performed for the benefit of the community.

The Mississippi and its tributaries, affording, as they do,
fitting opportunities for this species of emulation or opposi-

tion, Liave grown to be proverbial throughout the world as .

stcamboat race courses. To speak to an European at home
of a Mississipi boat race brings to his mind at once a vivid
picture in high colors, depicting horrible death or intense
agony, the result of an act, whicly, to river men in America,
appears far less dangerous or reprehensible than the railway
passenger system of the Continent, where escape from the car,
in case of danger, is impossible, save through the key in the
hands of the guard.

The question of the relative speed of rival boats has again
broken out on the Western waters, in the late trial of speed
between the L. K. Lee, built at Louisville, and the Natchez,

Roger’s first report, and Auroral of his final report, being the | now packed in barrels, and sent to Philadelphia to be ground
same formation which is known in New York as the Trenton ; into paint.

and Black River limestone. An anticlinal axis runs through | The oxide is of a beautiful snow-whitecolor. The capacity
the valley, to the west of which the limestone dips under the | of these works is 14 tuns of ore per day. The ore is the sul-
Bush Mcuntain, and to the east under Canoec Mountain, The | phuret of zinc and lead, with sulphur, limestone, sand, and
strata, next the auroral limestone, are schist er slate and Red | some “ Black Jack.,” It yields 43 per cent of oxide, which
River sandstone. contains 20 per cent of lead.

The auroral limestone in tlie valley varies from } to 4 mile| The works cover an acre of ground. In cennection with
Iin thickness, and a considerabls amount of zinc and lead is|the works there arc five large limme kilns, which ship daily
, found in it. These ores were discovered by the French,in ; 600 bushels of lime te the Natrona Soda Works, Natrona,
11750, or rather disclosed to them by the Indians, as they Pa. FrANK B. IsETT, B. 5. A,
could always procure an abundance of lead almost pure. But | Hollidaysburg, Pa.
the Indians, true to their craft, kept the precise location of —— > —m——————
thelead mines a secret., : Spced of Large Circular Saws,

The earliest account of any permanent settlers in the Val-; MEssrs. EDITORS:—Noticing a communication in your
ley is in 1760, and in 1763 quite a number took up their resi- E paper from C. H. Crane, of Greenville, Ala., on the speed of
! dence there, but without purchasing the lands. The atten- |large circular saws, and fearing it might have a bad effect
; tion of the Council was called to the existence of lead in Sink- | where they are not much used, I have thought it would be
ing Valley, in a letter from Major General John Armstrong' well to state some facts that I have learned from long ex-
to President Wharton, dated Yorktown, Feb. 23, 1778, in perience in setting up and running circular saw mills,
which he stated that Mr. Harman Husbands,a member of the, ~The highest speed they shoulé ever run is 9000 feet per
Assembly for Penn., had some knowledge of a lcad mine in | minute, for the periphery of saws, unless hammered ex-

Sinking Valley, and suggested that it should be seized and

built at Cincinnati,from New Orleans to Cairo. There was no held by the State. The Council soon took the suggestion of

advertised race, no hand-bills, or “dodgers,” but the fact was
patent to every stecamboat man from Pittsburgh to Cairo, and
from St. Paul to the Gulf of Mexico, that a race was on the
carpet, and as the day approached, the excitement became in-
tense, and thousands of dollars were deposited as guarantees
of their faith by friends to the parties in the race,

Both boats were “light and loose ;” and preparations had
been made for taking fuel without loss of time, from barges.
The most combustible material in rcach was procured, and
everything done to insure victory by both parties. The tele-
graph wires worked day and night to post the friends of -the
contestants, and a general election could lhardly have pro-
duced more exciteruent along the line of the Mississippi and
Ohijo rivers.

Here is the result: The R. . Lec mado the run from New
Orleans to St. Louis in thiee days, eighteen hours, and four-

make the necessary arrangements.
on the 17th of April, 1778, stating the great importance of
going ahead, and asking for forces and $1,200°00, and some
provisiens. On April 23d, he wrote froin Standing Stone,
now Huntingdon, and, after hard fighting, he arrived in Sink-
ing Valley, April 27th, of the same year. Fort Roberdeau :
was erected, and was supplied with some muskets and a pair
of cannon.

It is uncertain how long the mines were carried on by tlhe
Government, but probably not longerthan the fall of 1779,
What the total yield of lead was during that time we canuot
ascertain. There must have been =eme kind ef a bargain
existing hetween the Government and Roberdeau for taking |
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pressly for a higher velocity. I find that there are ten mills

. speeded too high for the power, where there is one speeded
General Armstrong, and resolved that General Danicl Rober-

deau, then a member of Congress, should go to Carlisle, and
From this placehe wrote |

too low. This is especially the case with water mills run
without governors. The speed of all water wheels is given
at their working velocity, or about three fourths of the speed
they will attain when running frec withoutload. Some saws
will bear more specd than others, but, as they are generally

: hammered, 9,000 fecet per minute, when not in the cut, give

speed enough for the saws of water mills, Running ai that
‘ rate, a 50-inch saw, before it had got through a log of fair

" size, would be found to make net far from 500 revolutions

per minute.

I find most of the watcr mills in the country, where there
is a limited sapply of water, lack for power and are specded
too higl,, and are, censequently, running con light feed and
doing a small amount of business. In such cases it would be
better to reduce the speed and carry more feed, doing a

out lead, as his letter of Nov.{10,[1779, to President Reed, Egreatcr business with lexs wear of saw.



Avcusr 6, 1870.]

Srientific  American,

A b0 inch saw, with 26 teeth, if kept in gcod order, will [about 1 inch long, 4 of dn inch in width, and § of an inch

bear to rin on two-inch feed in spruce or hemlock, and will
cut nearly as ¥mooth an if rih on only one-itich feed, and will
take but a little more power. The timber hete i8 spruce atid
hemlock, and generally quite small, 1 think we can saw
more logs than Mr. Crane, if not as many feet, and run otr
saw at a very much lower spced.

A circulat board mill, invented and patented by me (Lane,
Pitkin & Brock, manufacturers), riinning near here, recently
cut 307 spruce logs, 12 feet long, making 20,000 feet of 11-inch

plank, between the hours of 4 o’clock in the morning, and 7} :

o'clock in the evening. The mill used a 50-inch saw, ran 500
turns per minute,and was driven by an engine, 13X24 cylinder,
93 revolutions per minute. The mill was operated by three
men only—a sawyer, who runs the mill and sets the log, one
man to take away Doards and slabs, and one to assist in roll-
ing on, turning, and dogging the logs,

Montpelier, Vt. DENNIS LANE.
—rrr—— el A A

Snake Stones,

The power of the ittagination to ekcite as well #s to care
diseases of the human system has been experienced {rom the
remotest generations, and a knowledge of this power is some-
times employed to advantage by intelligent physicians.
From it have also sprung some of the most absurd as well as
remarkable delusions. Among these is the belief that certain
charms or mysterious influences reside in various objects, an-
iinate and inanimate. The Indian finds “a great medicine »
in peculiar stones and other grotesque things, which he uses
to heal all manner of distempers, Theee delusions are not
confined to savage life, bt exist among all civilized races,
flourishing best in communities where the eXact sciences
have made the least progress.

The so-called snake or mpd stone belongs to the above
medicine class. Some of its believers imagine that it is en-
dowed with supernatural qualities, by which it works won-
ders and distinguishes itself above all other pieces of rock in
the universz. The most extravagant stories concerning these
stones are annually published in the papers, many of them
vouched for by the most respestable people

Here is o communication sent to u8 by a lady from Wash-
ington, Ga.:

M¥8sRs. EDITORS:—Most people have probably seen now and -

then in the newspapers accounts of certain magical pebblesor
stones which are said to act as antidotes to animal virus, and
nine out often readers,no doubt regard all such stories as mere
inventions of some Bohemian Munchausen desirous of gaining
notoriety for his paper, or as the ingenious advertising dodge
of some enterprising quack bent upon fooling old women and
swindling ignorant people out of their theney. For m¥ own
part I confessI was, for u long time; incliled to look upon
the existence of such talismans as little less apochryphal
than ancient traditions concerning the philosopher’s stone ;

and my incredulity, after arriving at years of discretion. was

rather strengthened by the recollection of having heard from
the negroes, during my childhcod, marvelous tales of the
healing wonders wrought by certain rare stones which they
averred were occasionally found in the bellies of very old
stags. As the marvels related of these mad stenes or snake
stenes, as they are called, were always associated in my mind
with stories of talking rabbits and tar babies and other won-
ders of negro mythology, and like them rested, if I mistake
not, mainly upon the authority of a little black urchin named
Isaac, who used to enjoy bodily encounters with the devil,
and see visions of red lions under the kitchen steps, it is not
to be wondcred at that my mature judgment was very chary
of accepting newspaper accounts of a substance that seemed
to bulongr wlterrethier to Fableland.

Of late years, however, my attention has been more seri-
ously attracted toward the subject of tlicse wonderful talis-

mans by hearing of one in the possession of a Mr. Albert Gib- !

son, of Columbia county, Georgia, a gentleman of wealth and
respectability, who has never used his singnlar heirloom as

& means for getting money, and therefore has had no reason |

for advertising or giving notoriety to its existence. As he is
very generous, however, in allowing his neighbors to benefit

gratuitously by its healing powers, in case of snake bites or -
nad dogs, its light has not been altogether Lidden under a

bushel. DBeing the first “ snake stone ” I ever heard of which
could boust “a local habitaiion and a name,” it inspired
some respect as well as curiosity, both of which increasecd as
I continued to hear such authenticated accounts of un-
doubted cures performed by it upon persons infected with
animal poisons. Finally my interest became so much ex-

cited that I determined to write to a gentleman of high'
standing in the county, a neighbor of Mr. Gibson’s, for a full :

description of the wonder. As kis account is very circum-
stantial and interesting, I give it entire, mercly omitting
such parts of the letter as relate to private or personal
matters, and are therefore of no interest to the public. The
writer is a gentleman of the higlest integrity, as well as of a

liberal education and extensive culture, and his word may :
Here is

therefore be received without Licsitation or rescrve,
the letter :

“ APPLING, GA,, Junc 25, 1870,
:—Yours of the 27th ult. was received

“ DEAR Mi1ss

Dy due course of mail, and should have been answered at!
once but for my inability to get an immediate sight of the:

cclebrated snake stone.

 Mr. Gibson, the owner, never permits it to be carried
from home, unless he goes with it. He brought it over once
when I was absent,and it was not eonvenient for him to come
sgain until {o-day. * * % %

“The name given to this celebrated talisman is,in my
judgment, a solecism. It is, I think,a compound of unknown
substances and (uantities. In form it is a parallelogram,

Ifthick, weighs 54 grains, and is very porous. The outward
»8urface is of a whitish gray color, except the side applied to
wotlndg, which is a black irregular surface. When broken
| (48 this has beetij the inner parts present a deep blue color,
like indigo, whick it resembleg when pulverized. It has heen
-in the family of the present yossessor for more than a century,
:and is said to have been brought from the East Indies. Some
. years ago, I saw in “Niles’ Register ” an account of a similar
j stone, and these two arc the only ones I have ever heard of.
“If human testimony is to be believed, the cffect upon
animal Vires is wonderful indeed. The mode of application,
[if the bite be receiit, i3 to apply the stone directly to the
wound. If any considerable {lme bas clapsed, and the
wound healed, to scarify, and then apply ilie stone. In all
“cases it is immersed in tepid water. If there be any viras in
i the person, the stone adheres to the wound until the poison
iis extracted, or it becomes fully charged. It then drops off.
fand by again immersing in warm water, it is cleansed, and
the virus may be seen exuding from the pores.

“ The applications are repeated until the stonc refuses to
adhere. It hasnevet failed in a single instance to effect a
perfect cure. It is alike ¢ificacion= in snake bites and wounds
from rabid animals, and has been applied in hundreds of
cases. Some years since a negro man was sent to Mr. Gibson
from the neighborhood of Columbus, who had been bitten by
1a snake eleven weeks before. He came herc with one of his
limbs greatly cnlarged, and was unable to walk, but in three
days after the stone was applied, he was able to go into the
fleld and work as usual, and in a week was sent home perfect-
ly well.

plicd soon thereafter to the wound ; he never experienced
any symptoms of hydrophobia, while the cattle and dogs bit-
ten at the same time on the same plantation, became in a

attested cases.

“ No analysis has ever been made of this stone,as it is called.
Mt. ®ibson has a small piece that was broken off' some years
ago, and says he intends to have it analyzed.

“Very truly yours, ete., “C. H. 8>

It is to be hoped the owner of the remarkable cariosity will
carry out his intention of submitting the broken bit to a
careful analysis, It is true that thus far the dissecting an-
alysis of many precious stones, has led to no practical results
of the nature anticipated by those deluded souls who spent

possible that an analysis of this “snake stone ” might prove
equally futile==still the experiment is worth trying. Nor
should the tradition regarding the existence of such in the
I stomachs of deer be wholly disregarded, since it seems not
;altogether certain that this remarkable substanee is literally
a stone,

If the inhabitants of countries infested with venomous
insects and reptiles could be supplied with bracelets or seal
rings possessing such magic virtuc as antidotes to animal
poison, rattlesnakes, cobras, and tarantulas would cease to
be things of terror to the pioneer, and the seed of the serpent
need never again, in a literal sense at least, triumph over the
-sced of the woman. Erziy IAy.
Washington, Ga.

ErrECT 01 P11 MADSTONE.—A letter to the Bloomington
| Pantagraph says : “ Returning homs from Bloomington last
Saturday evening, I mct at Normal a gentleman from Ilenry

;

county, on his way from Lincoln, where he had beon with his |

daughter, aged eleven years, to have the se-called madstone
applied to her foot for the bite of a mad dog, which was in-

fiicivd on her last Sunday week. The stone was applicd at '

one o’clock last Thursday werning, and the father told 1ue;

that during its application the wound, which, though severe,
had not been previously painful, became severely o, and a
i stench almost unbearable filled th® room. Whett taken off
_the wound the stonc was placed in water, on which a green
_scum arose, like that scen on the surface of stagnunt pools,”
T1is MAD STONE DELUSION—DEATT FROM HYDROPHOBIA.
—DMr. John Sayers, a laborer in the North Missouri Railroad
car shop, died. ycsterday morning, ot hydrophobia. As the
‘facts connected with the unfortunate event possess a peculiar
-interest at this season of the year, we give a brief narration of
the circumstances connccted with the case : Sayers was a mar-
ricd man thirty years of age, of a robust and powerful frame,
and until rccently in very good health. On the 24th ef May
a little poodle dog belonging to him was fighting with an-
other dog, when he attempted to separate them. In doing so
his own dog bit him on the inside fleshy part of the hand,
near the thumb. Deceascd felt some pain from the injury,
and went to a man in St. Charles who had what is known as
a “ mad stone,” and it was applied twice. The second time
it is said to have adhered tiwenty minutes. About twelve
days ago Sayers accidently knocked the skin off the place on

11

i the hand where the cut had been, and soon after felt an acute
j pain which extended to the shoulder. The pain increased and ;

on Saturday he was obliz+! to quit. On Monday he went to
Dr. Gallagher, and on T:icsidiay he said the pain had left his
arm, Ilis symptons subsequently were not altogether such
'as usually accompany hydrophobia.
wild, but exhibited a deadly aversion to water,
drink it, but was able to take some wine.

i felt he was going to die. A medical gentleman saw him at 9
o’clock, but he thought there was no danger then. Ifor about
an hourbeforehis death, Sayers talked in an excited and inco-
herent manner. He dicd yesterday morning at half-past 2,
and was buried in the afternoon. He leaves a wife and onc

ger of a dog-bite in the summer season, and the nccessity of
taking proper measures to prevent possible results when
there is any reason to believe the dog mad.

it helps to explode the humbng and lead people to resort

cautcrization, it will not have been entirely burren of truits.—
Missouri Republican, July 2.
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He was D(I)}evclgllﬁgtngg to warm, as she had been in the habit of doing, with live

On Wednesday
i evening a change took place in his condition, and he said he .

It further tends i 5
to show that the virtues of the “mad stone,” in which so:moment, was severcly scalded in the face and upon the ncck
many believe, furnish but a poor gunarantee of a cure, and if

to the only safe nicasures, cutiing out the part and severe |

An Undeserved Credit,
MEgsks. EpiTors :—In accrediting the invention of a dry
dock, described on page 384, last volume of the SCIENTIFIC
AMERICAN, to an English source, you unintentionally, no
doubt, did an American inventor injustice. I inclose you a
copy of a patent obtained through your zgency July 6, 1869,
for me. The following extract from the specification wilk

. show that the “ Eaglish inventor” referred to has been eithcw

pirating my invention or has, without knowing it, reinvente®
it: “My invention relates to a new and improved method of
congtrueting coffer-dams for building piers and other sub-
marine structares, and in making the same convertible into
other forms for raising sunken vessels. It consists in forming
the coffer-daia in two or more sections, the sides of which are
partitioned off into water and air tight compartments, cach
scction having a removable side, and all the sides being pro-
vided with suitable tubes and other appliances for filling the
compartments with either air or water at all times, whereby

{ the section may be submerged or floated as may be desired,

It also consists in so constructing the coffer-dam that it may
be made (with two of its sections) to inclose a sunken vessel,
thereby affording means for raising the same.”
By inserting this communication you will do an act of just-
ice to an old clicnt. SAMUEL LEWIS.
Williwur-burg, N, Y,
Bartlett Lead and Ozone.

MEessrs. EDITORS :—Your correspondent R. H. desires to
know “ how ozone can be productive of any one of the pecul-
iarities attributed to Bartlett lead in the article of July 16th,

. ‘and how ozone exists in the compound.”
“ A brother of the lute Judge Thomas, who now resides in - an aone ox " mpoun

Augusta, was once bitten by a rabid dog, and this stone ap- .

The peculiarities there stated are that Bartleti lead, * when
mixed with oil or spirits of turpentine, does not settle as
other paints ; that a building painted with it bleaches whiter
instead of turning yellow ; that when mixed and exposed to

: ir it thi ; hat it ha 1 ; 2
few days rabid. I could mention nuwerous equally well-;tlle air it thickens; and that it has a gloss unknown to any

other pigment.”

1 supppse your correspondent knows what ozone is thought
to be—that it is altered oxygen, in plain English. Oxygen
may be altered by various causes ; electricity is one of these.
It has been pretty well scttled that ozone is the bleaching
principle of oxygen, or that oxygen altered to ozone will
bleach ; that in its prime state it will not. It is settl:d
among most chemists that the oxygen contained in the metal-
lic acids which form combinations with other metals and the
alkalies is in the form of ozone. The article states Bartlett

:lead to be, in great measure, at least, a plumbate of zinc.
their lives in scarching aftcer the philosopher’s stone, and it is .

This being so, no one but a person bitterly prejodiced would
deny the presence of ozone. H. E C.
il i e i
Destrruction of Fish by Toads.

MEssRS. EDITORS :—On the 410th page, last volume, of
of your journal, is an article on the habits of the toad (Bufo
colamita) in which the reader is left to conjecture much that
might have been made intelligible in a few words. The toad
never attacks any animal, not cven a fish, in the sense argued
by the writer of the article alluded to above; and it is only
the male toad that attaches himself to fishes in the manner
described, and only in that season of the year when the
female deposits her spawn, the vivification of which depends
on that habit of the male, a perversioa of which sometimes
causes him toattach himself to any moving object that comes
within bis reach. This may be verified in any pool of water
where toads congregate in summer,in this country as well as
in Europe.

It is a subject of curious reflection to find a habit essential
to the continuation of one race of beings incidentally con-
cerncd in the destruction of another race.

Mohawk, N. Y. CHRISTOPHER JEN KINS,

— et A ———————
ol

Lowest Line Ferpetual Snoww.

Mgessrs. EpiTOrs:—The lowest line of perpetual snow
known is at the Gulf of Penas, on the west coast of Patagonia,
lestitude 47° south ; that line is abeut 2,700 fcet above the
water.

The weather in this particular region is regarded as the
most rugged and boisterous of the whole south portion of
Sonth America. It is seldowa there isa bright and pleasant
day during the year. Storms of wind, Tain, or snow prevail,
and the exception is their absence.

S. P. JosEri,

et} el o
A Dangerous Practice,

It ought to be known that the practice employed by some
of unsoldering the tops of fruit cans by means of heat, is at-
tended with' danger. The Providence P’ress says that the
following singular accident recently took wlace in the kitchen
of a gentleman of that city: While the cook was getting
dinner she placed a can of tomato soup upon the range to

coals upon the little round cover in the top of the can for the
purpose of melting the solder. Instead of the solder melting
as usual, however, the can in a few moments exploded with
a loud report, blowing a part of it across the room, scattering
scalding soup in all directions, and over everything—ceiling,
walls, and freshly-ironed clothes, and hurling live coals about

child. The casc is a sad one, and illustrates the horrible dan-: 41,4 floor, and even as far off as upon a table on the opposite side

of the kitchen. The cook, who, fortunately, was not near
the range, and who was the only person in the room at the

and arws, by the flying soup.

The proper way to open such cans is to cut out the top.
Our inventors have provided very simple and handy imple-
ments for this purpose,
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