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in comparison with tallow or any of the animal oils. 
We have seen pure olive oil applied to good leather
almost new-and it soon became hard and brittle, and 
cracked very much like the harness leather described by 
o�r correspondent. 

Another correspondent, writing to us from Philadel
phia, casually alludes to this subject, and points out an 
advantage secured to him from allowing boots to stand 
for several months before he uses them f or common 
wear. He says :-" By long practical experience I have 
learned that a pail' of boots which cannot be put on 
when new without great discomfort to the feet, i f  left 
for a year in a dry place, may be readily put on and worn 
with the greatest comfort. I have frequently seen boots, 
when laid aside, become greeu as verdigris with mold. 
I suppose this was owing to the blacking on them, and as 
the dry-rot mentioned in the SCIENTIFIC A�[ERICAN 
commenced at the seam, I think it must be caused by 
some application applied to the leather at the seam, 
when the boots are being sewed. I always dread a newly 
made pair of boots, and prefer to lay them aside for six 
months or a year before I wear them, so as to insure 
comfol't from the first moment." 

·------_aD .. � •• �.�� .. ---------

WEEKLY SUMMARY OF INVENTIONS. 

The following inventiolls are amol1lg the most useful 
improvements patented this week. For the claims to 
these inventions the reader is referred to the official list 
on another page:--

rUFTED OR PILED WORK. 

The operation to makc tufted or piled work by hand, 
and with the assistance of the worsted pattern alone, is 
very tedious. Even balls and other smaller articles 
usually produced iu this line of work, if the same have to 
be made by hand.or in the usual manner, take up a great 
amount of time atld labor, as each single thread has to 
be brought to the proper position for each piece of work. 
The operation of producing a number of articles from the 
8amc pattern at once, and without requiring a fresh a.d· 
justment of the thread, has been attemp�ed; but it has 
hitherto failed because no provision was made to proper
I y separate the various articles after the threads were 
arranged. This difficulty is completely obviated by tlie 
present invention, and aU sorts of tufted work can now 
be produced in any number from the same pattern at onr 
and the same operation. E. Kellerman, of Moosop, 
Conn., is the patentee. 

SHINGLE MACHINE. 

The object of this invention is to obtain a machine by 
which shingles may be sawed from the bolt in proper 
taper form and the taper varied as may be required, the 
machine also aLlmitting of "stuff" being sawed with 
parallel sides such as are used for the heading of casks 
ami oth"r similar purposes. The. invention also has 
for its ohject an autotnatic feeding and gigging-back de
vice, so arranged as to operate conjointly with th<a bolt
aLljusting mechanism and form throughout a simple and 
efficient device. The invention has further for its object 
the presenting of the bolt to the saw i n  such a way as to 
insure an easy and smooth cut, without tearing the fiber 
or rendering the saw liable to work off from the bolt. 
The credit of this contrivance is due to David Nicholson, 
of Lockport, N. Y. 

WATER METER. 

This invention consists in constructing a mouth-piece 
or break-water with any suitable number of outlets 
through which the water is allowed to escare. excepting 
lit one of the outlets, without being measured by the 
tilt-box, or effecting it in any way, SO that where a large 
quantity of water is used, only" �iven amount of this 
will be registered, from which the entire amount can 
readily be computed. It further consist$ in enclosing 
the above-described mechanism within an air-tight casing 
furnished with a secondary receptacle, and an air-cock 
by which a regular current or flow of water ma� be kept 
up, however varying may be the pressure of the head 
or source, and by which the mechanism may be kept in 
good working order. This improvement was designed 
by E. P. and J. N. Farrar, of this. city. 

ACOUSTIC APPARATUS. 

This invention consists in providing a funnel-shaped 
receiver within a chnrch pulpit or reading desk or i n  a 
table placed in any building or room, and a pipe leading 
from the throat or bottom thereof either under or above 
the floor, with one or more branch pipes or tnbes leading 
therefrom to any pew or pews or seat or seats or to any 
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place in the church, building or room, for the purpose of 
conducting the voice of a minister, lecturer, reader, or 
speaker or other sound to the ears of any person or per
sons whose sense of hearing is imperfect or impared. 
The , patentee of this invention is David D. Stelle, of 
New Brunswick, N. J. 

BOllING AND MORTISING MACHINE. 

This invention relates to an improved machine de
signed for mortising large timber for framing and conse
quently wherever an auger is required, in connection 
with a chisel in order to fOl1n the mortising. Tile ol�cct 
of this invention is to combine the auger and chisel in 
such a way that either tool may be applied to its work 
when desired with great facility, and the machine readily 
secured to the timber. This device has been patented to 
J. M. Kendall, of South Hardwick, Vt. 

SOLDERING-IRON. 

This invention consists in constrncting the soldering
iron in such a way that the gas introduced into the 
implement may be burnt at the exterior of the same, so 
that the implement may be heated more economically 
and with even greater facility than by the usual charcoal 
fires. The credit of this cDJltrivance is due to A. Bur
bank, of Brooklyn, N. Y.  

----------�Q.� • •  �&�---------

FOREIGN NEWS AND MARKETS. 

- (, 
M. Kuhlman, of Paris, � distinguished chemist, asserts 

that the use of iron as ship fastenings is one of the chief 
canses of early decay in the wood. He considerg 
that iron ,nails and spikes act the part of carriers of 
oxygen into the timber to promote slow combnstion. 

Screw steamships, of the same size as paddle-whecl 
vessels, have generally been bnilt with engines of much 
less power. It has lung been held by many engineer� 
that, if such steamers were furnished with engines of Ii 

proportional power, they wonld surpass paddle-wheels in 
speed. The question is abont to have its proper solution. 
The C'lllUl'd company has lately purchased the Australian, 
which is a Clyde-built screw steamer of full power, and 
she is to take her place as one of their line. She is built 
of iron, is 331 feet long, 42 feet wide, and has two 90-ineh 
cy linder engines. 

The steel wire mills of Sheffield are very busy at 
present, and the American orders on hand are somewhat 
extensive. The most of the wire ordered is for making 
wire ropes; still there are also quite a number of orders 
for crinoline. 

The iron manufactnres in England, in all their 
branches, are now in a very prosperous condition; and 
so arc all the cotton interests. The whole country 
appears to have completely recovered from the financial 
panic of 1857, and trade never was better. 

__________ ... � ... �D ________ __ 

• NEW YORK MARKETS·' 

BEESWAx-Amcrican yellOW, 36c. a 37c. per lb. 
CANDLES.-Spel'm, City, 38c. a 40c. per lb.; sperm, patent, 50c.; wax. 

pal'ailine, tiOc.; adamantine, city, 18c. a 20c.; steal'ic, 27c. a 280. 
UOAL.-Allthracite, $4. 50 a $5; Liverpool orrel, per chaldron, $12; 

cannel, $13. 
COPPER.-Hefined ingots, 24c. per lb.; sheathing, 27c. ; yellow me

tal,20c. 
CormAGE.-Manilla, American made, 8e. a 8Mc. pel' lb.; Rope, Russin 

hemp, 12c. 
COTTON._Ordinnry,9c. a 9.!:(c.; good ordinary, 9%c. a IOYac.; mid

dling, ll%c. a l1%c.: good middling. 12c._ a 12�c.; middling fair, 

12Yae. a 13JU'c. 
DO:\ffiSTIO GOODB.-Shirtings, brown, 30�inch, per yard, 6c. a 7}.(c.; 

8hil'ting� blenched, 26 a 32-inch, pel' yard, 6c. a 8c.; shirting!!', bleach
ed, 3U u 34-inch� per ,pl.rd, 7c. a 876c.; sheeting'S, br01Yn, 36 a 37-incb, 
pel' yard, 5}ic. u 8J-'c.; sheetings, bleached, 36-inc11, per yard, 7}t$c. n 

15c.; calIcoes, 6c. a llc.; drillings, bleached, 3D-inch, per yard, S.7.(c. a. 
10c.; cloths, all wool, $1.50 a $ 2 .50; cloths, cotton warp, 85c. a $1.37; 
cassimcres, 800. a $1.37M; satinets� 30c. a 600.; flannels, 15c. a 30c.; 

Canton flannel8 .. brown, 8�c. a 13c. 
DYEWOODs.-B:.trwood, pm' tnn, $18 a $20; Camwood, $130; Fnstic, 

Cubn, $35 a $36; Fnstic, Tampico. $25; Fustic, Savanilla, $20 a $22; 
Fusti(', Maracaibo. $18.50 a $19 ; Logwood, Lnguana, $22 a $23 ;Log
wood, Tabasco, $21 ; Logwood, St. Domingo! $14.50 a $15; Logwood, 
Honduras, $16 a $17; Logwood, Jamaica, $13.50 a $14; Lima wood, 
$65 a $75; Sapan wood $15. 

FLOUR. - State, superfine hrand" $5 a $5. State extra bunds, 
$;'").20 a $5.40; Michigan fancy band8!, $2.25 a $5. 35; OhIO, common 
brunu8, $5.20 a $5.30: Ohio, f ancy brands, $5.35 a $5.40; OhiO, fair 
extra, $5.75 a $5.95; Ohio, good and choice extra brands, $6 a 
$6.75 ;  Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin, &c., $5.25 a $5.50; Genesee, 
fancy brands, $5.50 a $5.60 ; Genesee, extra brands, $5. 70 a $7.25; 
Uissouri, $5.50 a $7.50; Canada, $5.45 a$6.75; Ryefiour, fine, $3.75 
a $3.90; corn meal, $3.80 a $4.20. 

HEMP.-American undnssed, $120 l\ $150; dressed, from $160 • 
$200. Jute, $95 a $97.50. Italian, $275. Russian clean, $190 a $200 
per tun. Manilla, 6.l1i'c. per lb. Si8!ll, 5%c. 

lNDIA-RmmER.-Para, fine, 55e. a 60c. per lb. ; East India. 52c. 
INDIQo.-Bengal, $1 a $1.55 per lb.; Madra., 700 . ..  950.; ManUla 

60 Co a $1.10; Guatemala, $1 a $1 .25. 
mON.-Pig, Scotch, per tun, $25; bar, Swedes, ordinary size., 
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$85 a $86 ; bar, English, common, $42.50 a $43.50 ; refined, $52 .. $54 ; 
sheet, Russia, 1 st ql1alitj�, per lb. , 11]4c. a ll Uc.; shed, Englii-h, ei.D. 
gil?, double and trcbk 3Yae. n 3%c"; anthracite, pig, $24 per tun. 

IVORy-Per lb., $1._ J 30. 
I .. ATIIs.-Easterll, perM. , ::c 1. 75 a $:1. 
LU1l.-G"lena, $5.7f PCI' ]00 lb •. ; German and English refined. 

$5.GO a $5. 65; bar, sheet anti pipe, Ij;'.(c. a 7c. per lb. 
LEATIlER.-Oak slaughtel'� light, 2Dc. a 31c. per lb.; Oak, medium 

30c. a 32c. ; Oak, heavy, 2&. a Slc.; Oak, Ohio 29c. a 30c.; Hemlock, 
heavy, Culif ornia, 20c. a 21�c.; Hemlock, buff, 15c. a 18c.; COl'do .. 
van, 50c. a 60c.; Morocco, pel' dozcn, $18 a $20; Patent enameled, 
16c. a 17c. per foot; light Sheep, morocco finis11, $7.50 a $�.r.0 per 
dozen ; Calf-skins, oak, 00('. a 6Oc. pel' lb.; Hemlock, 56c. a OOc.; Belt .. 
ing, oak, 32c. a 34c. ; Hemlock, 2Sc. a 31e. 

LIME.-Rockland, 75c. pm· bbl. 
LUMBER.-Timber, white pine, per M feet, $17.75; yellow pIne, 

$35 a $36; oak, $18 a $23; Eastem pine and spruce, $14 a $15; 
White Pine, clear, $35 a $40; 'Vhite Pine, select, $25 a $3U; 
White PIne, box, $14 a $IB; "11ite Pine, flooring, 1M inch 
dressed, tongued and grooved, $24.50 n $25; Yellow Pine, Hooring, 
1M inch, dressed, tongued and grooved, $29 ft. $32; Black 'Val .. 
nut, good, $45; Black 1Valnut., 2d quality, $30; Cherry, good, $45; 
White Wood, chair plnnk, $42; 'Vhite Wood, I inch, $23 n $25; 
Spruce Floormg, 13q'inch, dressed, tongned and grooved, each, 22c.D. 
24c.; Spruce Boards, 15c. o.I7c.; Hnmlo{:k Bourds, 121.€c. a 14c.; Hem. 
lock wall strips,lOc. a 11c. ; Skingles, cedar, per M. $28 a $35; 
Shingles, c.rpresf.:!, $12 a $25; Stavc8, 'V. O. pipe, light, $55 a $58; 
Stnve;:;\ white oak, })i11e, heavy, $75 a $80; Staves, white oak, pipe, 
cun�, $:VJ a $35; Si&ve$, do. hhd. , heavy, $70; Staves, do. bbl. light, 
$30 a $3,;; Stuves, do. bbL culls, $20; Mahogany-St.Domingo, fine 
crotches, T'er f oot, 35c. a 45c.; St. Domingo, ordinary do. , 20c. a 25c.; 
Honduras, fine, 12Mc. a15c.; Mexican, We. a l5c. 

NAlT .. s.-Cut, S�c. n '3%c. pel' lb.; American clinch. 5c. a 5k1c.; 
American hor8e-shoe, 141,{ c 

On .. 6.-0live, MnrJ'leilles, baskets Rnd boxes, $3.45 a $3.50; Olive, 
in caekf:t, per gallon, $1.12 n. $1.25; Palm, per pound, 9c. a 9j.{c.; Lin
seed, city made, 57c. a 58c. pel' gallon; linseed, English, 57c. a 58c.; 
whftle, fair to prime, 48c. a 52 c.; whale, bleached 59c. a 60c.; sperm 
crude, $1.40 a $1.43; sperm, unbleached winter, $1. 47; lard oU

' 

No. J, winter, 9Ue. a $1; red oil, city distilled, 57c. ; Wadsworth's, 
refined rosin.,. 25c. n 35c.; boiled oil f or painting, 25c. a 300.; tan .. 
ncr's improved amI extra,30c. n 40c.; camphene,45e. a 47c. ; fluid, 
50c. 

PAINTs.--Litharge, Americlln, 7c. per lb.; lead, red, American,7c.; 
lead, white, American. pure, in oil, 8c.; lead, white, American, pure, 
dry,7Mc.; zinc, white, American, dry, No. 1, 5c.; zinc, white, French, 
dry,77.{0.: zinc, white, French, in oil, m�c.; ochre, ground in oil,4c 
a 6c.; Spanish brown, gl'onnd in oil, 4c.; Paris white, American, 75c. 
a 9Oc. per 100 Ibs.; vel'mUlion, Chinese, $1.1214 a $1.22; Venetiallred, 
N. C. , $1. 75 a $2.25 per cwt.; chalk, $4 per tun. 

PI�ASTER-OF-P ARIs.-Blue Nova Scotia, $2.75 per tun; white,$3.50; 
calcined, $1.20 per bbL 

RE81N.-Turpentlne, soft, ')l. C., per 280 Ibs. , $3.50 a $3.56; Wil
mIngton, &c., $3.5a a $3.56; common, per 310 lb •. , $1.62" $1.65: 
strained and No. 2,  $1.65 a $2.00; No. I, per 280 lbs. $2 a $2.87; 
white, $3 a $4; I'ale, $4.50 a $5.50. 

SALTPETER.-Refined, 12c. Pel' lb. 
SOAP.-Brown, per pound, 5c. a 8c.; Castile,9c. a 9Ue.; Olive,7c. 

a 7IOc. 
SPELTER plates, 50. a 57.(c. per lb. 
S'l'EEL.-English cast, 14c. a 16c. pel' Ib.; German, 7c, a 10c.; Am 

erican spring, 5c. a 5J.6c.; American blister, 4�c. a5Uc. 
SUGAR.-New Orleans, 7c. a .8'40. per lb.; Porto Rico, 7 c. a 8%.; 

Havana, brown and yellow, 7c. a S%,c.;Havana, white, 9c. a 9%:c.; 
Brazil, white, Be. a 8Mc.; Brazil,- brown, 7�c. a 7%c.; Stuart1s granu .. 
lated,10c. 

SUlIIAC.-Sicily, $70 a $80 per tun. 
TALLow.-American prime, IIJ%c. a lOUc. per lh. 
TlN.-Banca, 32c.; Strait"300.; plates, $6.50 a $9.25}O, perbox. 
WOOL-American, Saxony fleece, per lb., 55c. a 60c.; American f ull 

blood melino, 48c. a 52c.: extra, pulled, 45c. a 5Oe.; I!t111et'fine, pullciI, 
39c. a 48c.; California, fine, unwm:hedt 24e. a 32c.; California, cern .. 
mon, unwashed, lOe. a ISc.; Mexican, unwashed, llc. a 14.e. 

ZINc.-Sheets, 77.(c. a 7'r{c. per lb. 
The foregOing rates indicate the state of the New York markets up 

to February 16th. 

Our markets have been very quiet during the past and 
present month, and there was scarcely any change in 
prices during the week just passed. The Spring business 
is growing apace from day to day withontanyfinctuation 
in prices. The western States do not seem to have re
covered from their depressed commercial condition yet, 
and, as a consequence, their merchants are cantions in 
buying. The sonthern trade is becoming quite brisk. 
Manufacturers have little or no stock of made goods on 
hand; large bnyer!r, on this acconnt, are compelled to 
order what they want ahead. Winter silks have declined 
in price since the first of January. 

The imports entered at the Cnstom House of New 
York, dming the week ending Feb. 11 th, amounted in 
value to $1,639,618; and of this the two highest 
amounts were for tea and coffee, $515,803 for the fOlmer 
and $125,458 for the latter. 

Onr export trade of American manufactures is much 
greater than m any persons suppose. Since January 1st, 
it has amounted to 11,492 packages, valued at $695,307. 

An immense sale of American fleece and pulled wool 
took place on the 16th inst., by Messrs. Dike & Brothers, 
of this city. The catalogue comprised half a million of 
pounds, of all shades and qualities. The sale was well 
attended, and prices ruled at about the regular quota
tions. The prices were considered good, and this is a 

favorable sign in regard to the prosperity of our woolen 
mannfactures. Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York 
fleeces brought the highest prices-54 cents. 
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