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RATIONALE OF iHE THERAPEUTIC ACTION OF AR-
SENIC IN DISEASES OF THE SKIN.

There is perhaps no remedy in the entire range of the
Materia Medica that can be relied upon with greater certainty
to produce its legitimate resultsin a given time than arsenic.

It i3 generally indicated in diseases of the skin, Eczema
being one of the most common of these troublesome affec-
tions. It is usually exhibited in the form of K O, As O,
in solution called in the pharmacopeeias, Fowler’s Solution,
and its effect 18 so marked and so obviously tracable to itself,
as often to create wonder even in the minds of those accus
tomed to witness its action upon the human system.

The diseases for which it is administered are situated upon
the surface, and have long been suspected, and more recently,
by microscopic examination, many of them have been deter
mined to be parasitic in their character. Such being the case,
the manner in which arsenic taken into the stomach effects a
cure, becomes an interesting subject of inquiry ; and as we
have never met with an explanation of the phenomenon, we
venture to suggest that the following may be the rationale
of its action.

Arsenic, and its oxides, arsenious acid, As O3, arsenic acid,
As O,, and its salts are all highly poisonous. When taken
into the stomach they are not assimilated, but are absorbed
and distributed through the entire system. When taken in
extremely small doses, no inconvenience is felt by the
patient ; it is eliminated as fast as it is supplied. But if the
dose be increased, poisonous effects will he produced, because
the system cannot clear itself of the noxious matter with
sufficient rapidity. The eyelids present a puffed appearance,
which is an indication that the remedy has accumulated, and
that its further administration would inconvenience and en-
danger the patient. Now at this stage the poison is equally
distributed, in a state of extreme subdivision, and its elimin-
ation takes place largely through the pores of the skin, each
of which is a nidus for a parasitic growth, and here becoming
mixed with the pabulum which nourishes the parasite, it, by
actual poisoning, destroys the cause of the mischief.

G
Improvement in Portable Reciprocating Sawing
Machines,

When timber is felled it must be cut into convenient
lengths for trapsportation, unless the trunk of the treeis
intended for spars or long lumber ; but especially where it is
intended to use it for shingle or stave bolts, or for fuel it is
evident that much time and labor will be saved in the cut-
ting up of the logs ¢n situ. This is the object of the machine
herewith illustrated. It is a simple frame supporting the
driving apparatus for a saw, and capable of being moved
from place to place as occasion may demand. A long shaft,
A, is supported near its
ends Dy stakes, B, driv-
eninto the ground, hav-
ing adjustable boxes for
the purpose of properly
leveling it and being
further sustained and
prevented from spring
jng by movable sup-
ports, C, also adjustable,
constructed in a manner
similar to the carriage
jacks in common use.
On this shaft is a bal-
ance wheel, D, and an
eccentric, E, the latter
of which plays between
two parallel upright
bare, F, secured to a
swinging bar, &, and by
this device the saw, H,
is driven by means of a
pitman attached to the
lower part of the swing-
ing bar, G. Suitable
dogs, I, bold the log
while being sawed, and
A guide and support
driven into the ground
near ti:e leg control the
movements of the saw.
In this guide is a box
with rollers for the pit-
man, the box having a
handle by which it and
the saw can be raised.

The shaft, A, is slotted pearly its whole length and the
wheel and eccentric, D and E, have a feather in their hubs to
engage with it. By this arrangement a log of many feet in
length may be sawed into a number of bolts without dis-
turbing the supports of the shaft. A pair of wheels, J, on a
shaft of the same diameter as A and similarly slotted, is used
to transport the machine from place to place, and also when'

BELL'S PATENT

slightly sunk in the ground they serve as supports to the
machine while in operation. The power, of any sort, is at-
tached to the end of the shaft by a clutch or any other suita-
ble means.

Patented through the Scientific American Patent Agency
Feb. 4, 1868, by G. W. Bell, who may be addressed for further

information at Rising Sun, Ind.
—  ewm—————

PATENT SELF-PACKING STEAM VALVE,

Not among the least of the annoyances attending the op-
eration of ordinary gates or globe valves is the necessity of

occasional and sometimes frequent packing of the stem. Ef-
forts have been made to construct a valve that should be
self packing and be always, under all circumstances, tight.
This valve seems to.be perfect in this respect. Externally it
is like'the’ ordmary valve,but internally very different. 'The
revolving “stem, A; has formed on it & valve, B, the seat of
whlch isin the under side of the bonnet, C The lower part

corresponding recess in nthe screw stem, which is of usual
form. Thus the two are not rigidly connected, but one is
allowed to act, ir a measure, independent of the other.

The result is that while the revolving stem will readily,
ag in the ordinary valve, turn the screw, it will not prevent
the valve of the latter from finding its seat. As this portion
moves freely on the revolving screw it is evident the valve of
the former will always prevent the escape of steam or water
There can be no transverse strain upon the stem under any
circumstances. The valve is manufactured by Morris, Task-

© 1868 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, INC.

PORTABLE SAWING MACHINE.

er & Co., 209 South Third street, Philadelphia, Pa, under pat-
ents iseued to Sargent & Towne, June, 1865, and John C.
Schaefer, Feb., 1866. All orders and letters relating to this
invention should be addressed to Morrie, Tasker & Co., as
above,.
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Influence of Angesthetics on Brain and Nervous
System,

Dr. Richardson’s fifth lecture, wasa study of the influence
exerted by anzsthetics on the brain and nervous system. The
obvious fact that the motion of the heartand the movements
of respiration continue in action while the rest of the body is
under the narcotic effect, during an®sthesia, proves that the
whole nervous system is not involved, and that the involun-
tary and semi-voluntary muscular mechanism is also not in-
volved except when extreme and fatal symptoms are devel-
oped. What parts, then, are influenced by an ansesthetic?
The idea was almost intuitive that the brain was the organ af-
fected, and that the centers of consciousness are those chiefly
held in abeyance. But,to prove this as true, experiment was
necessary. In proof, the lecturer took a large pigeon, narco-
tized it deeply with chloroform, and in this state passed
through its body, from the head to the foot, a rapid intermit-
tent induction current. The bird instantly rose from the ta-
ble, extended its wings, opened its eyes, and seemed asif re-
stored ; the current was then stopped, and the bird was shown
to be as deeply asleep and as powerless as before. Another
bird was put to sleep by freezing the brain, and when utterly
insensible was subjected to the electrical sheck in the same
way, when it flew from the table into the room, where, break-
ing its connection with the battery, it dropped on the floor
comatose, motionless, and as anasthetized as before, in which
condition it remained for many minutes. The lecturer in
these experiments demonstrated that the anssthetic action
was localized in the cerebrum. His battery was like an outer
brain, which supplied power without intelligence, and which,
by the effects of its current, showed that all the muscular ele-

.| ments were ready for work, and only awaited the order from

the brain. The lecturer next discussed the question—What,
during the process of anwsthesia, leads to this change in the
brain? Is there a chemical action on albumen? Is there
pressure on brain matter? Istheredeficientoxidation of the
blood ? TIs there contraction of blood vessels, and diminished
supply of blood from that cause? All these hypotheses were
experimentally tested and negatived. It was admitted that
during extreme an®sthesia there is reduced oxidation and a
singular reduction of temperature. These changes are inevi-
table, because the anesthetic vapors replace oxygen during
their diffusion into blood ; but the diminished oxidation is
pot the cauee of the insensibility. In proof of this Dr. Rich-
ardson showed an ani-
mal breathing an air
in which the oxygen
was reduced by addi-
tion of nitrogen from
21 parts to 9 parts in
the 100, side by side
with another similar
animal breathing an
air in which the oxy-
gen was reduced by
the addition of vapor
of bichloride of me-
thyleneonly to about
twenty parts in the
100, viz., four cubic
inches in 500. The
result was thatthe an-
~ imalin the extremely
reduced atmosphere
was quite unaffected,
while the animal in
the slightly reduced
atmosphere was in
the deepest narcotism.
Then a correcting ex-
perimental test was
adopted, and the bi-
chloride was admin-
istered in an atmoe-
phere containing an
excess of oxygen, the
oxygen being present
in double its ordina-
ry or natural propor-
tion ; the exeess of ox-
yges exerted no perceptible obstacle to the anwsthesia.

To determine whether there was contraction of blood vessels
under ansesthetics, the lecturer had had recoursé to transpar-
ent small trout ; through their bodies, with the microscope

.| and the inch lens, the bloodvessels could be seen, and the

corpuscles flowing through them. These animals can be nar-
eatized readily by making them breathe water saturated with
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chloride of methylene or ether. In the narcotized condition,
the vessels do not contract, but under the influence of ether,
in the later stages, before death occurs, dilation and regurgi-
tation are observed. The latter is noticed also when chloride
of methylene is used. With both reagents breathing and
vessel circulation ceasebefore the heart’s action. Thelecturer
concluded that anzsthetic vapors act directly upon nerve
matter either by preventing the developement of force or by
stopping conduction. The latterhypothesis is supported by
the fact, proved by experiment, that these vapors obstruct.the
conduction of heat and electricity.—Med. Times and Geae.
— et —————————————

ALLOYS--REVIEW OF A LECTURE BY DR. A, MATTHIE-
SEN, F.R.S8.

Up to a very recent period the knowledge of alloys was
confined to the physical characters of a very few of the possi-
ble combinations of different metals, and the chief contribu-
tions to the general stock of .information in relation to the
subject were the result of unsystematic and desultory experi-
ment. Nothing like generalization was reached, and it was
impossible, from the knowledge of the properties of an alloy
containing definite proportions of two or more elements, to
predict, even approximately, the properties of a combination
of the same elements in varied proportions. The great im-
portance of the subject, has, however, stimulated investiga-
tion, until at last somcthing definite has been reached ; and
although as yet the smallest possible portion of the field hak
been worked over, an approach has been made to the proper
method of working, and as a consequence we shall no doubt
witness resultsequal in importance toother modern chemical
discoveries which have created new branches of art and man-
ufacture and revolutionized many of the old.

The researches of Dr. Matthiesen, the resultsof which he
gubmitted to the Royal Society, in a lecture delivered at the
Royal Institution,on the evening of March 20, are of great
interest. d'he lecture was illustrated by many beautiful and
ingenious experiments, and undoubtedly ranks among the
most valuable recent contributions to science.

Dr. Matthiesen’s definition of the term alloy is, a solidified
solution of one metal in anothey. By solidified solution is
meant a solution of substances which have become solid, ¢.g.,
glags obtained by fusing together different silicates, and al-
lowing the homogeneous liquid to solidify. The most im-
portant characteristic of a solidified solution is its homogene-
ousness. The most powerful microscope should not reveal
jts components.

As an illustration of the difference between chemical con-
bination and the solution of metal in metal, the lecturer
plunged a rod of gold and another of copper into separate
portions of molten tin. The gold dissolved rapidly in the
tin, but the copper rod, though previously tinned to insure
perfect contact between the two metals, remained undissolved.
To properly appreciate this experiment it should be borne in
mind that the fusing points of gold and copper aze nearly
the same (gold 2,016° F., copper 1,990° F.), and much higher
than the fusing point of tin, which is 442° F.

This experiment was foliowed by others equally instructive
and interesting, calculated to show the solvent power of fused
substances.

Dr. Matthiesen proceeded to classify the phenomena attend-
ing the sclution of metals in metals, as follows:

1. The solid metal dissolves quickly in the melted one with
evolution of heat., Examples: gold in tin just melted; sodi-

in mercury. .
unh' The solig metal dissolves quickly without evolution of

heat. Example: lead in tin just melted.
III. The solid metal dissolves slowly. Example: copper

in tin just melted. . .
IV. Only a partialalloy is formed, or in other words, each

metal dissOlves to only a limited extent in the other. Ex-
amples: lead and zinc, lead dissolving only 1'6 per cent zinc,
and zinc only 1-2 per cent lead; bismuth and zinc, bismuth
dissolving only 814 per cent zinc, and zinc only 24 per cent
bismuth.

He also divided metals considered as components of alloys
into two classes :

. Class A—Those metals which impart to their alloys cer-
tain physical properties (such as conducting power for elec-
tricity) in the proportion in which they themselves exist in
the alloys. The metals belonging to this class are lead, tin,

zinc, and cadmium. .
' (Class B.—Those metals which do not impart to their alloys

such physical properties in the proportion in which they
themselves exist in the alloys. All the metals, except the
four named as belonging to class A, probably come under

thishead.
He further separated alloys into three groups:
o. Those made of the metals belonging to class A with one

another. A .
5. Those made of the metals belonging to class A with

those of class B. . .
¢. Those made of the metals belonging to class B with one

another.

The Doctor showed by a series of conclusive and remarka-
bly ingenious experiments that in alloys specific gravity,
specific heat, and expansion due to heat, are in all cases ap-
proximately equivglent to those possessed by the component
metals; and that fusibility and some other properties are
never equivalent.

Another class of physical properties are those which in
some cases are, and in others are not, imparted to ulloys in
the ratio in which they are possessed by the component met-
als. This class of properties includes conducting power for
heat and electricity,sonorousness, elasticity, and tenacity. The
separation of metalsinto two classes (A and B) is founded on
a consideration of the latter class of properties.

Alloys made of the metals belonging to class A only (lead,
tin, zinc, and cadmium) conduct electricity in the ratio of
the relative yolmmes of the component metals. The conduct
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ing powers of a series of such alloys, say those of tin with
zinc, may therefore be represented graphically by straight
lines.

In alloys made of the metalsbelonging toclass A with those
of class B,the conducting power of the B metal undergoes a
marked change, while that of the A metal remains unaltered.
The conducting powers of a series of such alloys, say those
of copper with tin, is represented graphically by a bent line
approximating to the form of the letter L. There is a rapid
decrement on the side beginning with the metal belonging
to class B (copper in the case referred to) until a certain point
is reached, when the line turns and goes straight to the metal
belonging to class A (tin in the case cited).

In alloys made of the metals belonging to class B only, the
conducting power of each component undergoes a marked
change, hence such alloys do not conduct electricity or heat
in the ratio of the relative volumes of their component met-
als. The curve which represents graphically the conducting
powers of a series of such alloys, say those of silver with
gold, has approximately the form of the letter U. Thereisa
mpid decrement on each side of the curve, and the turning
points are connected by a line nearly straight.

The turning points of the curves representing the conduct-
ing powers of series of alloys of the second and third groups,
necessarily correspond to certain alloys in which the altera-
tion of the physical properties of the components is most
strikingly exemplified. It is a fact of no small importance,
therefore, that these turning points represent approximately

the compasition of some of the most valuable alloys which

are employed for technical purposes. Thus, gun metal, con-
taining 10 per cent tin, is marked on the copper-tin curve,
the turning point of which corresponds to 12'5 per cent tin.
Brass, containing 28 per cent zinc, is marked on the copper-
zinc curve, the turning point of which corresponds to 25 per
cent zinc. Twenty-two carat gold, alloyed with silver, is
marked on the silver-gold curve, close to one of its turning
points, and the same alloyed with copper, on a corresponding
portion of the copper-gold curve. Again, a silver-platinum
alloy, containing 33 per cent of platinum, employed by the
electrical standard committee for their unit-coil, and largely
used by dentists for making springs for artificial teeth, is the
alloy which forms the turning point of the silver-platinum
curve.

Furiher experiments demonstrated the fact that alloys of
class B with those of class A give a great increase of sono-
rousness,

The following experiments were made to test the tenacity
of metals and alloys. with the annexed results. The tension
was made by the use of a winch, and measured by a spring

balance. The wires used were double, gage No. 23:
Breaking strain for double wire.
1 1 under 7 1bs.
Lead . ooivi it “ 7 lbs.
16 ) U about 25 1bs.
COPPET + v vveverenvrnnnrnsnessnensss “ 30 lbs.
SIIVer. oo vvviv it eeieriinenennnss “ 50 lbs.
Platinum ............... e “ 50 lbs.
0 1 “ 90 1bs.
Tin-lead alloy «.vvvvveevineiiinennnns under 7 lbs.
Tin-copper alloy (12 per cent copper)..about 7 lbs.
Copper-tin alloy (12 per cent tin)..... “ 90 lbs.
Gold-copper alloy. ...ccovvinerennnnn. 75 1bs.
Silver-platinum alloy ............... . 80 lbs.
17 above 200 lbs.

These results show that the tenacity of metals belonging
to class B is greatly increased by allnying them with metals
of the same class. By expsriments with spirals of hard drawn
wire of the same gage it was shown that elasticity follows
the same law as tenacity.

The practical conclusion drawn from the facts illustrated
by these experiments was, that when a new alloy is desired
which shall posses some special physical property, an exam-
ination should first be made of the alloy indicated by the
turning point of the curve which represents the conducting
power of the two metals,

We consider these conclusions to be of the greatest im-
portance, and venture to predict that through their applica-
tion during the next decade many valuable discoveries will
be made, and a new impulse given to the art of metallurgy.

A e

BY H. F. PIAGET.

No. 3.

THE SELECTION OF WATCHES,

Were it possible to give rules for the selection of watches,
society might be benefited, as the young man who has a bad
watch is less likely to obtain habits of panctuality than he
who has a good one. I once heard an anecdote of two young
persons who were allowed to select watches for themselves.
One chose aplain watch, from being told that its performance
could be depended upon. The other, attracted by the ele-
gance of the case, decided upon one of inferior construction.
The possessor of the good watch became remarkable for
punctuality, while the other,although always in a hnrry, was
never in time, and discovered, as a celebrated writer justly
observes, “that next to being too late, there is nothing worse
than being too early.” Unfortunately,no efficient instruction
can be given, as none but a workman possessing the highest
knowledge of his art is capable of forming a correct opinion,
and a watch must be bad indeed for an inexperienced eye to
detect the defects, either in its principle or its construction.
Even a trial of a year or two is no proof, for wear seldom
takes place within that time; and while a good watch, if in
order, can but go well, a bad one may by chance aceagionally
do so.

I have myself seen some of the old rack lever watches that

were more thay filty years old, snd worn constantly, nearly
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time. It is not sufficient that a watch be well constructed,
and on good principles. The brass must be hard, and the
steel properly tempered. The several parts must be in exact
proportion, and well finished, so as to continue in motion,
with the least possible friction. It must also be made so that
when taken to pieces all its parts may be replaced as firmly
as before.

A watch thus constructed and properly adjusted will con-
tinue its motion and correct performance for years without
trouble, and with little expense, except occasionally cleaning.
A bad watch is one to which no more attention has been paid
to the proportions of the parts or durability of materials than
was necessary to make it perform for a time. It is either the
production of inefficient workmen, or of those who, being
limited in price, are unable to give sufficient time to perfect
their work, There is a great fault in many watches and
movements, sent both from England and Switzerland—they
are not properly examined, adjusted, and regulated, before
exported.

Formerly, and it is still the case in many instances,the
most eminent watchmakers were all practical workmen. At
present, there are but few manufacturers who work them-
selves, and if they do, have not time to see to every watch
sent away. Those who value the reputation of their watches
have a practical workman, one who understands thoroughly
every branch of the business, who is called the examiner,
whose duty it is to take every part and see that it is properly
made, adjusted, and put together on correct principles; for
where a piece of mechanism like a watch is made in so many
parts or pieces, it is next to impossible but some slight over-
sight or imperfection may occasionally occur. The examiner
or manufacturer then regulates every watch or movement (if
correct) before being sold.

But latterly, the competition for cheapness has been so
great that in many cases the examiner is dispensed with, as
good examiners are paid very high wages—it being necessa-
ry for him to have considerable skill and experience before
being entrusted with such an important position. Also, many
watch manufacturers have not the opportunity of examining
every watch, in order to fulfill their orders in time at the busy
season, and many watches, particularly cheap ones, are mere-
ly going machines, and not time-keepers. ’

Another fault with many watches sent from Europe to this
country, is that the oil has not been changed ; the oil mostly
used in the manufactories will not do in this climate, and but
few watches will perform correctly until the oil is changed.
Still, another fault, and one which often brings discredit on
a good maker, particularly in cheap work, is that when the
watch or the movements are cased in this country, the move-
ments go in the hapds of workmen, who merely take them
down for casing, or are paid so little for the work that they
cannot properly examine them, and correct any oversight or
imperfections in manufacturing, and frequently have to do
the work in great haste ; if the balances only vibrate with a
good motion, it is all that is wanted of them. Bad watches
in some instances, with strong springs, will go well for a
time, but as they wear from friction, they require frequent, re-
pairs, which caunot effectually be done, for in correcting one
defect in a badly constructed watch. you frequently find sev-
eral others, which could not be discovered be‘ore.

The principal cause of imperfect watches is the universal
desire of obtaining them for as little money as possible, and
to reduce the work of watchmaking to the same value, is to
compel good workmen to produce bad work.

When an art is difficult to learn, requiring much knowledge
and study, with years of experience, the number of really
good workmen will be few, and therefore employed by those
who can offer the best remuneration. Few can judge of a ma-
chine, the accuracy of which depends upon the most minute
correctness of principle and execution; it is not wonderful,
therefore, that there are numbers of bad watches, since a por-
tion of the public considering them as mere ornaments, or in
many instances only bought to trade, and not for use as time
keepers, procurs them from dealers who, however just and
honest they may be, can never possess that knowledge which
is only acquired by long practice in that particular art, and
may therefore be themselves deceived. Those, also, who in
order to meet the general desire for cheapness sell at low

prices, can only do so by producing inferior watches, for a
greater division of labor, or use of machinery, can scarcely be
brought into operation. The workmen are therefore com-
pelled to do the greatest quantity of work in the least possi-
ble time, and good work in watches must not be slighted. It
is often snpposed that the principle on which a watch is cen-
structed must determine its quality. This is far from being
the case. A duplex watch may be very bad if not well made
and the escapement in its true principle. A chronometer
watch with the same fault is still worse, while a common
vertical watch may be good if well made. I have seen good
vertical watches which had been in counstant use for upwards
of fifty years, with new verges put in occasionally, and kept
reglarly cleaned, which were stili much better than many of
the full jeweled levers made at the present time. To make
one watch better tham another, execution must be added to
principle.

It may be here mentioned, that undue importance is fre-
quently attached to watch jeweling ; many low priced and
bad watches have eight or ten holes jeweled, while many that
are good have but four. To state the number of holes which
ought to be jeweled, would require detailsill suited to a work
which is merely elementary. But when it is known that in
common watches the holes can be jeweled in Europe at less
than fifty cents each, it will be seen that the number of hole#
jeweled affords no criterion by which to estimate the value of
a watch, But in fine watches, which are jeweled with rubies




	scientificamerican05161868-305a_Page_1
	scientificamerican05161868-305a_Page_2

