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tributiollS to it of btief interesting facta. must always 
observe the strict rule. viz. 1 to furuish their names, 
otherwise we cannot place confidence - in their com� 
municatiolls. 
SORUTAToR-Your communication upon the '"Science 

of Ocean Telegraphing " will receive respectful atten� 
tion when you furnish U8 your proper address. Ano
nymous communications are rejected by the press 
generally, and this fact seems to have escaped your 
�otice. 
J. E., of Va.-You have confounded two distinguish

ed persons. Herschel is an Englishman. an astronomer. 
and still lives, at the age of 68 years. Humboldt is a 
German, and is now �9 pears of age. It is said he has 
predicted his own death to take place in 1859. He.rschel 
bas never visited this country, but Humboldt has 
visited the greater portion of the world. He is regarded 
as one of the most remarkable men of this or any other 
age. 
Wm. Davies, of Brenham. 'rexl\s, wishes to corre

spond with a manufacturer of cast iron hubs and axles 
for heavy wagoas i also with a bolt manufacturer. 

A. F. H .. of IlL-There is no recent published work 
on millwrighting. 
W. L. P., of N. Y.-Communications sent to us 

without the writer's name cannot be intelligibly filed 
away, therefore they are not saved. Please to send a 
sketch and description of your, anti-collision bridge, 
snd we will examine it. 

E. M., of Va.-The mineral vou send us is marl. It 
has no value except as a polishing powder. 

F, W. F., of Ga.-India-rubber is soluble in naptha 
and spirits of turpentine, and it can also be softened 
by heat. It is rend-ered soft for being molded in dies, 
by kneading it between heated iron rolls. This is the 
cheapest method, and the one pursued in india-rubber 
manufactories. 

THE Papal City is to be lighted with gas; the pro
gress of the age having caused Pio Nono to cry t, What 
ho! there, lights." 

-_. of Brooklyn.-The delicate experiment you 
allude to as having been performed by Mitchell, does 
not prove in any way that light has weight, but only 
that it may be capable of producing motion i besi.des, 
the force of light coming from the sun has associated 
with it, heat, chemical action, electricity. &c., and any 
of these may have produced the motion. In our para
graph on the HWonders of Light." we did not say tl1at 
light had no H momentum or force," but simply that it 
had no weight, and weight and force are two different 
things. 

THE largest slip dock that has yet been made, is in 
course of construction ",t Glasgow. It is capable of 
taking up ships of war and steamships of 3,000 tuns reg
ister, and is to be erected at Alexandria for the Pasha 
of Egypt. 

H. H., of La.-We do not know whore you can pur .. 
chase a lathe for eccentric turning, such as axe handles, 
carriage spokes. &C. Blanchards lathe is principally 
used for this purpose, but we do not know that it is sold 
to others to use in the business. 

G. W., of Mass.-We have a good opinion of Messrs. 
Cridge, Wadsworth & Co.'s oscillating engine. 

L. R., of Md.-":"'Your observations upon the potato rot 
will receiveattention in due time. 

COMET8.-It is a fact of unusual occ'urrence that there 
are now visible in the heavens three comets, the bright
est of which. Donati'st_can be distinctly seen T"ith the 
naked eye about ten degrees above the horizon, in the 
northwest, about 7M P. M. It shows a tail of two de
grees in length, and is 'rapidly increasing in brightness, 
and rising higher above the horizon at that hour. 

L. G. E., of Ala.-The be.t known lubricating ma
terial for machinery is pure sperm oil. 

THE city of London, which forms but a small-portion 
of the metropolitan district, raises a tax on coal which 
amounts to $1,550,000 per annum. 

Moneyreceivedat the Scientific American Office on 
account of Patent Office business, for the week ending 
Saturday, September 25, 185 8:-

T. R., of N. Y. , $25; C. B. M., of Ill, $2,; H. S., of 
N. Y., $25; W. D., of Texas, $7: W. & II., of Iowa, 
$30; G. D., of ilL, $25; A. E. T., of N. Y , $30: F. 
D., of Ohio, $30; E. E., of N. Y., $20; McC. & D., of 
L. I., $30; E. L. E., of Conn., $55; J. M. B., of Me., 
$30; E. M. J., of Conn., $30; A. s., of"N. Y., $10: J. 
S., ofIowA, $50;J. C. T.,of N.Y.,$40; J. C. K., of 
Ark., $30; J. S. M., of Mich., $30 ; C. J. C. P., of Iowa, 
$50; A. BoO of Vt .. $25; F. M., of Ill., $65; lL H., of 
N. Y., $250; H. M., of Pa., $30; H. E., of N. Y., $20; 
J. R. H., of N. Y .. $20; J. J. C., of Mo .. $15; W. H. 
C. , o f  Mass., $30; P. & H., ofN. Y., $25: ·S. E., ofPa., 
$30; D. E. B., of Mich., $30; W. H. VanD .. of Pa., 
$50 , K. & R, of Mass., $25; P. B., of Conn., $35; P. 
L., of N. Y., $20; C. K., of N. Y., $30; C. S. P., of 
Conn., $30; lL E., of Iowa, $27: J. H., of Mo., $55; 
J. W. S., of Ohio, $55; J. M., Zf MiBs., $47; J. II T., 
of R. I., $30; lII'. H. R., of Tenn., $25; A. S. L., of N. 
Y.,$250. 

Specificatio,ns and dra wings belonging to partie� with 
the following initials h8ve been forwarded to the Pat
ent Office during the week ending Saturday, Septem, 
ber 25, 185 8:_ 

N. C. P. S., ofN. Y.; A. B., ofVt.; F. M., of 111. ; 
P. M., of Ill. ; J. S. M., pf lIj:ich.; J. M. B., of Me.; J. 
C. T., ofN. Y. ; C. J. C. P., of Iowa (two case.); C. B. 
M., of llJ. ; T. R., of N. Y.; W. W., of Del. ; lL S, of 

� N. Y.; W. D., of Texas ; P. & H .. of N. Y.; F. S ,  of 
:,<;. N. Y. ; H. E., ofN. Y. ; W. S., of Pa. ; J. M., of Wis.; 

�tientifit �m£ritan+ 
Literary Notices. 

THE KNICKERllOCKER-Jonn A. Gray. 16 and 18 Jacob 
street, New Yor k-The n muber for October contains 
a number of excellent articles, and th e editor. L. Gay
lord Clark, still keeps the readers of his h Table" in
terested and runused. By-the-bye. old "Knick" offers 
novel inducements to sub:!cribers, to wit. two feet of 
the genuine Atlantic telegraph cable to every $3 sub
scriber, or for every ten subscribers sent to the office. 
�.n acres of land in one of the Western States. Rather 
enterprising th�. 

HANDBOOK OF FRmT CULTURE. By Thomas Grej;g. 
New York: Fowler & Wells, 30 8 Broadway. This lJl a 
valuable little work. which contains all the necessary 
information to properlr, conduct an orchard; it is plea
sa.ntly wri tten, and is Illu strated with many plates. In 
fa.1t, it is the very book which every fanr�er and horti
culturist should pOl!SeSB, if he wants a fine fruit or
chanil on his land. 

THE BuILDER. New York: Wiley & Halst2d. This 
is a weekly journal published in London, devoted to 
the cause of art. architecture. and building, and im
port�d by the p,bove agents in monthly parts. It iB re
f:'arded in Great Britain as the authority on such sub-
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in the borough of Mount Joy, Lancaster county, Pa., 
the Mount Joy Car and AgrIcultural Implement Manu-
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and boiler house attnched, brick foundry 70 byAO teet, 
warehouses. stable. &c., siding to railroad, cranes. &c. 
Also 50-horse engine, belting and gearings, lathes, 
planers, boring mills, &c .• for iron and wood., and a 
large stock of patterns, all nearly new. Situated in 
one of the best agricultural distr·icts in the Union., on 
the great Pennsylvania Central Railroad. For further 
i
S�':::!�

t
����� ��e, �t 1\lo��tr��;��fo:::!Yd.

ee
SJ! 
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next. MAR TIN B. PEIFER, 
32' JACOB R. HOFFER. . 

WOODWORTH PLA'NING MACHINES-
Sash\ Tenoning and Mortising Machines, Steam 

E
r�g!�

es, 1�t:e�
a�irsAi?rlls' tI�"s�Mfrtli3ge�';,��� 

ll-hird st., Philadelphia. 3 6" 
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THE PRAOTIOAL �!roHANIOS' .TOURNAL is another val- aU descriptions of machines for working in wood or 

�
a
!�:i�l vzi:!�u���f11�� ��c1':i��f !��

s
��ca :Ji:n� �on. 

t ���es�h��:Al�E�h�' d �
M�: fH, Macl�n6�

ry 
tific intelligence. It is well illustrated, and has many epo , OlD .�- .•. . .::...!�����------
���1i���I1�

n
u;��rth�s

m���:ributors who keep its pages RI�!t�ar!?n�D�J
C
��O;:-b���i�;�,s �.

T��!. 
THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY. Bostori: Phillips, Sampson useful, and just in4lea80n. Patented Au gust 3�. 185 8. 

& Co. TIle first article in the October number, en- State rights, or the whole of the United' States tor sale 
titled HThe New World and the New Man," is not only ow. Address GEORGE ,Yo SMITH, Aurora. Dear-
able but eloquent anil philosophical, and should be born co., Ind. 3 5* read by every one. H The Autocrat of the Breakfast 
Table" bids his readers f"Tcwel), and now that the TO !'T�r!tfac �1��!wi,!;�;,;�8aIJad� Ji� 
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any of Us contributors. a great sacrifice, to wind up the estate. Liberal terms 
THE LONDON QUARTERLY REVIEW. New York: L. (f.ll;�;\£E�RY1.I:�ilAi� ��r!t ���LJ<,)R-ilbNe8; 
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bi�:::,�i::; BRUUB, New York CIty. 2,3" 
val heroes. This is followed by able papBrs on the "His- TO BRlCKMAKERS--EVERY. MAN WHO 
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only three horses it turns out the most solid and per-
i!df:.�t U Shipwrecks, "  HBritish Museum," uBritish 

:�o���r; :����i�:,t1�{ ���e¥��r�:;o�di�����;: 
TUE CINOINNATUB,,--Ed ited by F. G. Cary, College (\omparison with anyother in use. For particulars ad-��h ?��
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dW:h�aE. C. JAYNE. 

holds its place as the most useful magazine published 
in the West. 

• te •• 
VALUABLE HINTS '1'0 OUR READERS. 

RECEIPTS-When money is paid at the office for sub
scriptions, a receipt for it will always be given i but 
when subscribers remit their money by mail, they 
may consider the arrival of the firBt paper a hona fide
acknowledgment of the receipt of their ftmds. The 
Post Office law docs not allow publishers to enclose 
receipts in the paper. 

PATENT CLAIMB-Per80ns desiring the clajm of any in
vention _ which has been patented within fifteen 
years, can obtain a copy by addressing a letter to this 
office , stating the name of the pa.tentee� and date of 
patent when known, and enclosing $1 as fee for copy
ing. 

BINDING-We wonld suggest to those who desire to 
have t'heir volumes bound , that they had better send 
their numbers to this office, and have them executed 
in a mrl:form style with their preVious volumes. Price 
of bin ding 75 cents. 

AMs1[)1f18l��R s��ssr:::'lr��Wf c!.,Ap���� 
tors of the SOlEN1.'IFIO AM.ERICAN, continue to procure 
:���������nt£:����i��R���s�ta�ri:��:e�le���1� 
of thirteen y�rs' standing, and our facilities are nn-
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.Office, and with most a the inventions which have been 
r:;:��rgDs �����;�f:e��n;r���t ��:!g��

e
�����g�: 

a i!?g::�l�i�����f �t:J
s
;llb

t
ti� �r��b�1fi::en nine 

and four o'clock, daily, at their principal office. 12 8 
Fulton street, New York. We established. over a year 
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United States Patent Office. This office is under the 
general superintendence of one of the firm, and is in 
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Patent Offlce to al1 such case;,; as may require it. In
ventors and others who may visit Washington. having 
business at the Patent Office, are cordially invited to 
call at our office. 

We are very extensively engaged in the preparation 
and secuTing Of patents in the various European coun
tries. Fer the transaction of· this business we have 
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procured through our Agency. 
Inventorj will dowell to bearin mind that the English 

law does nDt limit the issue oi'patents to inventors. Any 
one can take out kpatent there. 

CIrculars ofinformation concerning the proper couree 
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gratis upon application at the principal office or either 
of the branches. 

The annexed letter from the late Commissioner of 
Patents we commend to the perueal of all persons in
terested in obtaining patents:-
w��S�
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MORE THAN ONE-FOURTH OF AJ.L THE BUB.J;NESB OF TIlE 
OFFICE came through your hallds. I have no doubt that 
the public confidence thus indicated has been fully de· 
served, as I have always observed, in all your inter
course with the Office, a marked degrp-e of promptness, 
skill, and fidelity to the interests of your emplovers. 

Communi�t¥�� ';.�a ;�::;?ttances 3,���'b�a1�::!'�;ed 
to MUNN & COMPAN Y 

No. 12 8 Fulton street, NewYor1<-

S ��PllJd�w-��t�hl:gl��,;m� :aJ�d b�Y:e�: 
&c., made fireproofi a substitute for linseed oil for 
paints, and for preparing a good resin and shaving 
soap � a varnish for instrumental gas-burners, wall pa
per, public documents. &c.; a cement for terra cotta, 
&c. Rare Metals, Aluminum, Cadmium, Nickel, PIa.-
����j-!i����y best Plu

Dt��: ;Et"C�;,wl:GE�
n
. 

4 2* . No. 143 Maiden Lane, New York. 

pl(�!lI!�a�lfl�T�e!' P!�!�� ��e!i.H
fifgK.. 

INSON & BA TE, Hudson, Mich. . 4 4" 

SE�l!::�;;�;!�d Ilfr!SHl.it��;���?a�� 
Drins, Chuck Lathe, Gear Cutter and -Vises. all in 
good order and for sa1e low for cash. Also one new 
first-class Woodworth Planing and Matching Machine. 
Address FRANKLIN SKINNER. Agent, 1 4  Whitnev 
avenue. New Ha.ven. Gonn. . 1 13 

CORUSS' PATENT STEAM ENGINE"!
About 250, most of them hom 40 to 400 h orse power 

are ndW in operation. On application. pam phlets wili 
be sent (by mail). containing statements cf responsible 
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been awarded. Six patents have been granted to se
cure the improvements on these machines. 
BJ-RY�6�

s
S'�3b;:'r�!rr���:���t%.

JAMES 
A. 'fW

D-

RlVE.TS.- IRON BRIDGE, SHIP GIRDER, 
BOller, Tank, Tender, Gasometer, and Stove 

Rivets. . 
Railroads, Locomotive and MRchine Shops, Gasome

ter Manufacturers, &c.t supplied with every kind of 
rivet used in the trade. 

pennsYI:"�i�La���e�w�st�f�d ����h1Y�J!\"Phia. 
14" 

ENGRAVING ON WOOD AND MECHANl-
Jr., 12�i�IPo�t!!�� .. :vo��CM��Pve;t���lci�� 
tinc American. 1 44 

ENGRAVING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
-Machinery, Patents, Maps, &c .• by WM: J. BAR

KER, No. 23 North Sixth street, Philadelphia, Pa • ..!. 4" 
READ TillS-HUGHES' MIS/wURI HAND 

Corn Planter-took first premium at United 
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tember. 1857. County and State rights for sale. Send 
for a circular. Real estate taken in exchange for rights. 
Addre"" D. W. HUGHES, Palmyra, Mo. 1 0" 

EV��?iEIl1�!�t�I� �ted'\�tYdr�g.�� 
ics, should b�ome �cquainted with the merits and 
I'rinciples of the improved FourneYI-:0n Turbine Water 
Wheel, or the" Universal Turbine," a wheel the Inost 
������!�:� �it�; �!�t��n:�e:�:��ae���

g
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covered. It gives from 75 to 97 per cent of power. ac
cording to the size of wheel and head employed·, For 
information addrts8 B 

K. 
B
t��o�!�'N. B. 

N. B.-For low falls of one, two, or, three feet. a'�o for any faIL it will surpass all others. 2 13' 
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sizes on hand. Also a general assortment of machin· 
ists tools. Circulars sent. Address CARPENTER & 
PLASS, 479 First ave., New York. 2 13' 

WOODWORTH PJ.ANERS--IRON FRAMES to plane 18 to 24 inches wide-at $90 to $110. For 
sale � B CHILLS, 12 Platt street New York. 1 26 

MACKINTOSH &WADSWORTH'8 PAT
"'- ent Variable Gow-rnor Cut-off Valve, equally 
adapted to the common slide valve or puppet valve en
gines, also to the oscillating, cutting off the steam at 
any point, from the common current to three-fourths of 
��I:;���1'b:\��iyi�
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H A�n���::':;!'«e1!���;r $���l2��0��� �fo� 
with all the modern improvements. Also, Portable 
and Stationary Stea-m Engines of all sizes, suitable for 
said MilIa. Also, Bolters. Elevators, Belting, &c., &c. 
,Apply· to S. C. HILLS, 12 Platt st., New York. 

1 e3w 
BAY STA'l'E PLANER AND MATCHER, 

with wrought iron cutter-head and Fitts' Patent 

Jr� r 3�, � ���:£:r,
2t����

es wide, made
1 ��e�w A
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BALLOONS FOR SALE-TWO NEW BAL 
loons in complete order for ascensions. One of 

1,00 0 I bs. pow"r. the other 400 IIlJl. Apply to JOHN 
WISE, Lancaster, Pa. 1 4'eow 
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most skillful engineers and machinists pronounce it 
superior and cheaper than any other. and the only oil 
that IS in all cases reliable and will not gum. The 
Scientific American, after several tests, pronounced it 
H superior to any other the,h hAve ever used for ma-
t�;��·H F

�: s��Efl�YJ ���
v
:r��:ffa10�N���C-

N. B.-Reliable orders filled forany part of the Unit.ed 
States and Europe. 1 13 

TH(�����e , ��. �'�':��l)Im?n:'�.CP.:i 
as now perfected" are adapted to all materials and lo
calities, and are In successful operation in villages. fac
tories, and private dwellings. For full information as 
to cost, probable income of public works, &c., apply as 
above. For plans, &c" see SOIENTIFIC AMERIOAN of 
March 13th. 1 26 

S T��� pu�?���';d �;;�ms, ll.?r��t1ff� 
Rice Mills, Quartz 'Mills for gold quartJo, Sugar Mills, 
WaterWheels;Shafting and Pulleys. The largest as
sortment of the above in the country, kept constantly 
00 hand by WM. BURDON, 102 Front 8treet, Brooklvn, 
N. Y. . 126 

H AlMf:�����tl��n ��. 3!d�re?"e��vI!n 
Manufacturing Co.� New Haven, Conn. 1 13 

VAlL'S SPEEDWELL IRON WORKS, 
DO Ubl!���r;�B�ia�ceJval���t1aUti�g�!!!�ln����! 
both stationary and portable, Knowles' Patent Muley, 
Portable, Gang and l'k?sawmg Mills, Sugar and Chinese 
Cane Mms and Sugsr Pans, Grist Mills, Mill Irons, 
Rich's W�ter-wheels. Forgings and CMtings. Orders 
for the above, and all descriptions ot· la'b.or-saving ma.
chinerv will receive prompt attention,' 

112" 
JOHN H'J;,I.

D9G&Jf:'�Pt. te�
O
York. 

WR?lj;��'!'lv!!fz�r Ir!n��� �A:�tit��� 
lead), Stop Cocks and Valves, Boilers and Boiler Flues. 
. Pumps of all kinds sold at the lowest market rates by 
JAMES O. MORSE & CO., 76 John st., and 29, 31 and 
33 Platt st., New York. 1 S* 

TO/���lE?t�y�� se1rl�e �gtEto�!�¥d 
furnish the best Core Bars extant, for molding all kinds 
of Green Sand Cores on a hollowbar� for three-inch pipe 
a'l.d 

6
,;\pwards. GEO. PEACOCK, Dalton, Ga. 

LAP-WELIJED IRON BOlLER TUBES-
Prosser's Patent.-Every article neceesaryto dril 

the tube-plates and set the tubee in the best manner. 
THOS. PROSSER & SON, 2 8  Platt st., New York. 

1 5" 

CAfeR:ldj�l;�=a1?1o�����J.,:�1';ri� 
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large assortment constantly on hand. Manufactured 
by HAYDEN, SANDERS & CO., 

1 5" 306 Pearl st., New York. 
5 000 AGENTS WANTED -TO SELL , four new inventioIls. Agents have made 
over $25,000 on one

itt 
Better than all other similar 
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ken for the manufacture of patented machinery of all 
kinds, by the BIRMINGHAM IRON· FOUNDRY, 
Birmingham, Conn. 

1 tf SHELDON BASSETT, President. 

J &; WM. W. CUMBERLAND'S IMPROVED 
• Patent Metallic on. tor machinery and burning. 
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N. B.-See that our brand 'I New York Cumberland 
Metallic Oil Works, foot of East 24th street, " is upon 
every package, however small. 1 10iC 
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sale at 55 and 57"First ,treet, Williamsburgh, L. I., and 
301 Pearl street, New York. 
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These machines have no rival""":(Scientific American. 
WHEELER & WILSON'S :SEWING MA

CHINES. 343 Broadwa.y:, New York, received 
the·highest prf'miuIDs awarded in 1857 by the Am€;_tlcan 
Institute. New York i Maryland Institute. Baltimore i 
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tere, Gear Cutters, Chucks, &c on hand and finishing. 
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Co.jNewHaven, Conn.ll 113 
�f:l K & R., of Mass.: W. M. W, of N. Y. ; M. H. R., of 

,�" _ Tenn.; H. E., of Iowa; G. R, Jr.,ofN. Y. 
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