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ery becoming a pleasant employment. They will see 
it in an incr.ased appreciation of their services by an 
intelligent employer; f"r nothing is more aanoying 
to an employer, manager, or foreman, than to be 
compelled to watch elvery movement of his workman, 
from the fear that the job may be retarded, injured, or 
ruined. They 'fill (eel it in the growing conscious
ness of increasing in&ependence, in the certainty of 
employment in dull times, in the opportunities for 
advancement, and in their fitness f or higher and 
better positions. 

1I0NITORS IN ENGLAND. 

Our Engli3b exchanges continue to discuss the 
monitor question at great lengtb. Tke Engineering, 
Mr. Colburn's new paper, and the Engineer, treat the 
matter by correllpondence, by the burin of the en
graver, and by leaders. Mr. John Bourne, whom all 
the engineering world is well acquainted with through 
his works, openly advocates them, and argues in 
their favor, condemning in strong terms those an
tique ships with top lofty sides and thin armor which 
consti�ute the naval force of European nations. 

It must not be inferreu that monitors meet with 
favor on all sides. Quite the reverse. The Engmeer 
declares tbat "such s itips as the Dictatm' are unsl:a
worthy and objectionable us cruisers in every respect . 
Even Americans admit the fact. We must, in short, 
have free board. Of what should it consist! Of 
vessels of moderate siz", apparently of thin, tough 
plates of the b3i3t possible iron, say three· fourths of 
an inch to seven·eighths of an Inch from the upper 
edge of the armor plating up say twelve or fourteen 
feet;" and the editor goes on to say that this thickness 
of metal would not offer sufficient resistance to ex
plode a fuseless shell, and that splinters di�lodg()d by 
bullets anu round shot would not do much damage to 
Ibe erew if mantleLs of rope or hide were suspended 
!a-lloard. Thi Engineer also says it would allpear 
tbat on the whole ships with unarmored upper 
works are safer than tbose wi�h imperfect armor-a 
laborious cOllclusiou to arrive at in a leading articte 
of a column and a-hulf. 

"Three wise men or Cotham went to sf'[lin a bowl; 
if the bowl bad been stro� ttI!s �g wonM· haTe 
been longer", and that is the predicament of our British 
Il'iends. Two horns of a dilemma are presented, but 
tbey are both sharp and unpleasant: EitlJer tbey 
mUilt abandon the monstrous ironclads they have 
constructed at such immense outlay, and builu otheri! 
on approveu plans, such � the monitors, or lose 
their boasted supremacy on the sea ill case of a naval 
war. 

On the whole, it is iMerred hy the journal which 
claims to lead in matters of this kiull, that armored 
shipe are of uo particular ntility when they are four
teen or filteen leet out of water. No one familiar 
with the performances of our vessels would dispute 
this statement. We are quite well satisfied with 
the performance 01 our ironclad fleet, Ilnd the com
ments of the English press strengthens ourconlidence. 

SALT AND SODA. 

The Tribune of the 29th ult. records tlle fact that 
within the last ten days soda ash. has gone up half a 
cent a pound, and laments that" there is not a single 
living, kicking, sOlla-ash facLory iu all our country." 
Although the Trtbune is slightly mistaken about the 
existence of soJi..-l8h fa.clories in the United States; 
yet its complaiot that we are dependent upon foreign 
countries f or soua ash is well founded. The American 
soda Rsh is manufactured only inCidentally or acci. 
dentally, alld is so small in qUl>ntity that it does not 
affect the price or the consumption of the article. It 
is made here simply to use up materials about acid 
factories which otherwise might be wasted. 

ments than now exist on the continent. It does not 
concer::. soda ash alone, for about It clusters, as of 
necessity, the manufacture, at the same time, of acid&, 
bleaching powder, and hyposulphite of soda. 

Some of our most important arts are built on soda 
ash. Without it, no soap, no glass, no white paper. 
If the supply of soda ash IiIhould be interrupted for 
six mMths, what would becollle of u& 1 As we have 
suggested above, our salvation, would be salt. The 
American people cannot do any thing more profitable 
than to find us salt tor ten cents a bushel. 

HICKlU.N'S IalPROVED WASHER. 

The ann'ilxed engraving represents a bolt with a 

longitudinal slit, and a washer with two lips, one of 
which entera the slit in the bolt and prevents the rev
olution oCthe washer, the other being bent up against 

the nut to prevent the latter from becoming loosened. 
The object is to prevent the loosening or loss of nuts 
or Imrrs where exposed to jar or tremulous motion, 
and in many places will answer l' very desirable pur
pose. Patented May 29, 18&6, through the Scientific 
Ameriean Patent Agency, by G. G. Hickman, Coates
ville, Pa., to whom addresil for furtLer information. 

How- Aluericau. Yelve& ill lttade. 

The mRchlllery tor the manufacture of American 
lelvet was Introduced Into this country by the Invent
or, a Mr. Holt, of Cheshire, England, and Its superi
ority In the matter of rapidity Is said to btl as Areat as 
that of the modern railroads over the old stage coach 
system. The method Is as follows :-Grooved brass 
rods or wires were placed under the web which forms 
the pile, secured by threads woven into the warp. The 
weaver cuts the threads by means of a knife, held In 
the hand, the blade of which slides along the groove, 
dividing the pile Into two rows of threads, thus giving 
a nap or pile ot the depth ot the rod Inserted. 

The manufacture, according to the patented method, 
Is accomplished by weaving two warps or foundations, 
with a middle warp alternately rising Into the upper 
and lower, beIng secured by two shuttles moving at 
once. The knlle moves horlzontal!y, In the same di
rection as the shuttles, and the two warps and the pile 
between are divided, and the naps are cut Into equal 
lengths. Two plied fabrics-the exact counterpart of 
each other- are thus made at one time. The shuttles 
and knives are all impelied by the ordinary motions of 
the power loom. 

The statement that 110 picks or thread8 are made In 
a minute (or nearly two every second) will give some 
Idea of the rapidity of the manutacture. A man with 
a patented machine can make from tllty to sixty yards 
per week, while eight or ten yards would be a good 
week's work for the same person should he make use 
of the ordinary hand·loom. The saving ot labor by 
this process over the wire-weaving method Is estimat
ed at from tlfty to seventy per cent., while the fabrlCi 
are equal, and, in some respects. superior to those of 
lorelgn make. The looms are adapted to the manufac· 
ture of piled fab-rlcs, such as silk plush, since an article 
of this nature for gentlemen's caps hail become very 
popular as a substitute for fur. Tartan, or clan vel
vets, are also made.-Commercial BuUetin. 

The present obstacle to the manufacture 01 soda 
here is the want of cheap salt; in this country salt 
costs eight or ten times more than in England. The 
other raw materials needed, sulphur, coal, and 
manganese, we have in great abun:iance, in fact, we 
are more favored than any other country. But there 
ii! plenty of salt in the sea, and we have plenty of 
places like the Jersey dats which might be used tor 
it s extraction. 

Some of our readers may ask " what of it 1" and 
" what is soda ash to us ?" The soda ash manufac. 
ture implie. more extensive manufacturing establish-

STAMP YOUR Ri:CEIPTs.-The Importance of stamping 
receipts was r(�cently determined In this city In a suit 
agalnsG a party who neglected to attach the required 
two-cent revenue stamp to seven receipts. The tlne 
for such neglect Is $200 for each and every offence, and 
the party sued was llned.$1400. The example Ie w orthy 
of remembrance. 
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An Exten.lve Salt Mine. 

The New Orleans Times gives an extended ac
count of what it considered the purest and most im
port.ant natural deposit of salt in the world, located 
on the coast of Louisiana at Petit Anse Island. The 
deposit was known as early as 1698-99, out all knowl
edge of it appears to have been lost until after the 
commencement 6t the recent war. During that 
period, when the supply from other sources was cut 
off, the mine was discovered by residmts of the inte· 
rior who had resorted to the island for the parpose 
of procuring salt by bOiling, and for two years nearly 
the whole of the trans-Mississippi region was �up
plied from tt.at source, no less thn two thousand 
pounds havi llg heen taken from it in three months. 
When the island passed into the hands of the Federal 
forces, the works, buildings, etc., were destroyed, 
but it hae recently been purchased by New York 
capitalists, who, in developing the property, have 
found the salt rock from thirteen to twenty· two feet 
below the surface, extending over a great number of 
aCl'es� Pits of over forty feet in depth have beep 
ilunk through the salt without finding any indications 
of reaching bottom. The salt formation is almost 
perfectly pllre, chemical analysis showing that it 
contains about ninety per cent pure salt. The de· 
velopment ot the property is being rapidly pushed, 
and the product has already reached two hundred 
thousand pounds per week, with a force of ten hands. 

This mine is regarded as forming a prominent part 
of the material resources of Louisiana. 

... 

Elltlmateli about the Cetton Crop. 

A good deal of interest is manifested in the prob. 
able amount of the cotton crop for 1866. Some writ en 
have estimated it as high as 2,500,000 bales, but a cor
respondent of the Vicksburg Jom'1tal, who has recent
ly vieited several counties in different se{'tions of the 
State, estimates the cotton crop at a traction leal 
than 1,500,000 bales. 

A lelter from Georgia, recently published, says:
"The cotton crop of 1860was 5,000,000 bales, which 

brought into the Southern States $175,000,000. South-
,west Grorgiaproducc(1110,000, reccil'ing $3,500,000, 

The crop of the curren t Yl!af will range sOillewhere 
about 1,200,000, and soath-west Georgia will yielll 
at least 90,000 bllles; hp.llce, It cotton lIommands 25 
cents per pound next tall, this favored section will 
obtain nearly $12,000,000, [lnd consequently will be, 
by long odds, the richest district south of the Poto
mac. 'I'his counlry suffered comparatively nothing 
from the war; no enemy penetrated into this portion 
of the State; labor was uninterrupted; property wali 
not destroyed or wasted, and a greater quantity of 
first-claes land is now in cultivation than in 1860 j 
and lastly, the planters are turning their attention ex
clusively to the production of cotton. 

II In the present dlsor<lered state of Southern society, 
it is almost impossible to colleet sufficient reliable data 
to ground an estimate upon, and I freely confess I am 
not able, by reasoning, to maintain the figures made 
elsewhere; but this we dQ know, an immense tract of 
our cotton·growing region is now idle, and that 
numbers of what were formerly most productive 
plantations, are now being worked with oue-halt of 
the customary force. Some of the papers say that 
the crops will be diminished one-third from this cause 
alone. Then there are lhree other causes operating 
in this direction-the scarcity of mules and horses; 
the scar �ity of cotton seed; and the scarcity 6f 
labor." 

How TO CURE A FELON.-A� we often see friends 
suffer with these very troublesome things, we publish 
the following cure f or them, which we have heard 
highly recommended :-As soon as the parts begin to 
swell get the tincture of lobelia., and wrap the part 
affected with cloth saturated thoroughly with the 
tincture, and the telon is dead. An old physician 
says he has known It to cure in scores ot cases, and 
it never tails it applied in season.-Journal o,t Medt-

cine. 
r _., 

PRIZE FOR AN INVENrION.-The Frer.ch Govern
ment has issued a decree, publishp.d in the Moniteur, 
by which a prize of 50,000 francs, or $10,000, is to 
be awarded, within the next five years, tl} the pe�on 
who shall discover a. system by which the voltaic 
battery can be economically applied to heating or 
lighting purpoilllS. 
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