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Improved Self=adjusting Elind Fastener.

Doubtless many persons have experienced annoy-
ance from blinds slapping to and froin windy weather,
and wished for some means of fastening them se-
curely. The ordinary devices for the purpose arenot
only ineffective out dangerous, for it is often neacessa-
ry to reach out very far to fasten the shutters open
or to detach them afterward, and accidents have oc-
curred from persons losing their lbalance and falling
out. Moreover, in, rainy weather, if the sagsh has te
to e raised, curtains
and carpetsare injured.
It is also agreeable,
sometimes, to have the N ———
blind partly open in or- 1 B

the cylinders so that they are always iu line in the
direction of the strain, ag shown in the dotted lines.
This renders Woth horses effective in pulling on the
load, for il one gets a little the start of the other
[ the spring is not cramped but acts the same as when
Woth are in line. On rough roads thiz attachment
ig likely to prove effectual in saving horses avd
harness from shocks apd sudden strains which are
injurious to Woth. It may e used on plows or on
vehicles of any class, and will encouragethe horses to

der to let light and air

in which is impossikle [
with the ordinary fas- |
tening. R

The obhjects desired L
are obtained and the |
evils alluded to are all ‘
obviated LYy the excel-
lent arrangement here
illustrated. The details BRI |
are so few and simple !
that they are well un-
derstood, without elak-
orate description.

They consist of a pair
of erass rods, A, oue to
each llind, having a
knoe and pin, B, on
the inner ends, the outer
ends being fastened to
the lolind. These rods
pass through holes in
the sagh, anu are curved
to the shape of the cir-
cle formed oy the mo-
tion of the lind on its
hinge. To the window
sill is fastened a set of
brass plates, C, with
holes to receive the
knoks. The plates.may
be of any desired num-

bher and are fixed at
such points ag parties
desire. To operate the
biind it is only neces-
sary to take hold of the
kno and transfer it from one hole to another without
raising the sash; this swings the blind wide open or
only partially so, and effectnally controls its move-
ments. This arrangement is also a lock to the lind
which prevents it from being opened from the out-
side.

It was patented through the Scientific American
Patent Agency on March 25, 1862, sy Frank Chase,
of South Sutton, N. H., for further information ad-
dress him at that place.

Ttiiproved Ioubletree.

When a team of horses ig hitched to a heavy log or

anyotherload that needs
a strong and steady pull
to start it, they draw
willingly at first, butif it
does not move they be-
come restive and ‘¢ pull
altogether one after the
other,” as the saying is.
This makes them fret so
that a greatdealof time
is consumed in doing

gl
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SELF-ADJUSTING BLIND FASTENER.

draw under disadvantageous circumstances.
for sale on reasonable terms.

For further intormation adéress W. Dowell, Hicks-
ville, Ohio, oy whom it was patented through the
Scientific American Patent Agency on June 23,
1863.

Rights

Sonthern Cnltivator.

We welcome among our many exchangesthe return of
thigvaluaslemonthly,which is devoted to theinterests
of Southern agriculture. . It advocates recuperative
prosperity for the South through industrial agencies —
by which alone those States can hope to gain and far

very little work. More-
over, it tends to make
the horses balky.

In this engraving we
have shown an inven-
tion which is claimed to
e a remedy for these
evils. The inventor pro-
vides the doubletree, A,

or of rulker, within. The whiffletrees areattached to

the eye olts, C, as shown in the section of one of
A cross rod, D, is also connected to

the cylinders.

DOWELL’S DOUBLETREE.

with two cylinders, B, which have springs,either spiral

surpass their former renown. The Cuwléivator will
prove a strong auxiliary to the promotion of these
ends, and degerves a liberalpatronage. W, N, White,
Athens, Ga., publisher.
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Utilizing the Heat of Steam.
Mr. D. E. Blacke, of Belfast, Ireland, has in-
vented an apparatus which consists of a ves-
gel in the form of a cylinder, or otherwise, to
suit the form and position of the engine to which
it is to e attached, into which he introduces tubes
of avy requisite size and number, making them fast
in the ends of the vessel in such a way that the inte-
rior of the vessel will be steam-tight, the tubing being
open at the ends for the purpose of allowing the
steam and water that are slown into them to pass
through. The said vessel is supplied with water from
the oiler or oilers to which the engine is attached,
and, if necessary, from the source whence the feed
water is oltained, out either of these sources of sup-
ply may e used separately. To this tubular vessel
he attaches a pipe leading to the Woiler or to the en-
gine, tor the purpose of allowing steam free egress or
ingress. He places the said tubular vessel in such a
position with respect to the engine, that the steam
after passing through the engine will, before it is al-
lowed to entirely escape pass into the tules, his
olbject being to communicate to the contents of the
tubular vessel the heat of the steam; the steam being
used over and over again for the purpose of heating
This ¢s a novelty.—EDs.

A Natnral Cnriosity Made Usefnl,

On the Scutb Farralleone Islands, on the coast of
California, is a remarkalkle subterranean passage,
connected with a rocky gulchk, open to the ocean.
Through this passage the waves of the sea force the
air with much violence, and an olservation of the
peculiar character of the wind current some years
ago induced Colonel Bache, of the engineer corps,
United States army, to undertake to arrange a fog
whistle which would give an alarm to mariners ap-
proaching the place. This he succeeded in doing,
and the wind instrument performed at nearly all
times, sut with different degrees of force—some*imes
¢ piano passages,” and at others fortigsimo ones.
About the time of low water, when the waves do not
enter the gulch, it would cease forabsout two hours,
when its sh+ill music would begin again. The force
of the wind in stormy weather is so great that the
first whistle erected oy Colone! B. was ecarried away,
and he sulsequently constructed one of a disk ot
iron perfurated with a hole six inches in diameter.
This was securely fastened oy beavy Wolts to the
solid rock, and it proved entirely successful.
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