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THE LOST ARTS. 

tunately at every step, and the fields are as harren 
and infertile as they were hundreds of years ago. 

It is not on the wide Campagna that the modern 
reaper or a Yankee mower gets an opportunity to 
exhihit its qualities. It is not on the slopes at the 
foot of the Alps that the soil is turned up to the sun 
hy cultivators and corn plows. No! mechanism is 
tahooed! The arts have no chance, and the way of 
centuries is the way of to-day. 

Though the existence of oil lakes was known to the 
ancients, no use was malle of them. Fish oil gave 
forth its feehle glimmer in their lamps for years, and 
the solar radiance of kerosene was strange to domes
tic circles. In like manner :the want of knowledge 
of natural products, of the infinite comhinations they 
are capahle of, of the use they may he put to, were 
almost unknown to the ancients-utterly so, com
p ared to the knowledge of the present day. 

There was, indeed, no lack of sensuous decoration 
for palaces, there was no want of stimulants, no ab
sence of anything that appealed to the grosser nature 
of man in those ancient days, but the artisans were 
familiar with only the rudest of mechanical contriv
ances. 

No hundred thousand spindles whirred in cotton 
factories from morning till night, no engines moved 
swiftly and noiselessly, no railroads clasped the land 
in their embrace. The earth bore in its bosom then, 
as now, copper and iron, but for want of artisans, for 
want of the skill and cunning to work it, little bene· 
fit accrued to the possessors thereof. Brass could be 
put to no better use than making a huge,image to 
straddle the strait at Rhodes. 

In the ancient days lived Praxelites, Phidias and 
Apelles, sculptors of rare talent, who cut from the 

Because certain moldy and ill-smelling mummies silent marble statues that seemed instinct with lite; 

have been resurrected from the Py ramids of Egypt but these, however they may have appealed to the 

and found covered with fine linen-because the tombs taste of men at that time, never helped the poor to a 

wherein they have lain for centuries are covered with decent living, put no garments on the naked, nor built 

caricatures of beasts, birds and fishes-because un. up towns and cities as does the machinery of to-day. 

couth and ungainly ornaments of gold are lound de- For all that cultivates society, f or all that tends to 

posited in such tombs-divers persons wander off make mankind refined, intellectual and human, we 

into extravagant praises of the lost arts, of the sub- have the fullest respect and appreciation, but we des

tie and ingenious artisans who lived thousands of pi8e that affectation which Itccords to barbarians, or 

years ago, ignoring the wonders of to-day and the nations semi· civilized, more culture, more genius and 

sldll of their own coun';rymen. more mechanical skill than we possess at the present 

If the mummies be an evidence of the taste of the time. The world moves forward, not backward, and 

anciwtR, the less said the better. Ugly in their lives, the generations of to-day a,re wiser than those which 

embalmed they are not improved, and the scarabeus are not, ever were. The arts, in a generic sense, are 

or Jeetie ",ith which persons of high rank were or- not those delicate refinements of painting and music 

namented is suggesti ve of another more unpleasant by wh,ch, white-handed and gifted sons of genius get 

insect quite famLiar to housekeepers. Even the a living, but they are those st�rn, hard realities in 

pyramids from whence these musty relics of the past life which, by the practice of them, turns the intract

are exhumed, might have been built in half the, able iron stone into ductile metal, which level the 

time by modern artificers, with brown stone tronts, if i fores, which turn the wilderness into cities, which open 

desirable, and s lated with alternate rows of purple up lands unknown to the pent-up thousands of old 

and green tiles. Wbat a waste of Egyptian time and countries. 

money they represent I These are the arts and this is the period in which 

So also with that Sphinx which glowers at Ethopia they flourisb. 
------------------

from its seat in the sand, as if suffering from the re-
collection of some overpowering wrong. If it be a 

ACTION OF FLUXES. 

lost art to construct such hideous monstrosities as A flux is a substance which will dissolve a metallic 
these. let us congratulate ourselves that the world oxide, and will not dissolve the simple metal. Fluxes 
has grown wiser and better with the lapse of cen- are employed in two operations. 
turies. If a quantity of shot and salt be mixed together in 

Herculaneum and Pompeii, unearthed trom the a bowl, the shot will remain scattered through the 
ashes of Vesuvius, show little or no trace of the arts mixture separate from each other, but if the salt is 
which have been lost. A few bronze lamps of un- dissolved by the addition of a sufficient quantity of 
couta shapes, some pottery remarkable for its curious water, the shot will all collect together at the bottom 
decoration, some tiles and frescoes of unqnesttona- of the bowl. In the same way, when iron is reduced 
ble character and tendency-these are some relies from the ore in a smelting furnace, it is in small 
of the state of the arts among that people at the time glolmles or masses, that are held separate from each 
they were overwhelmeJ. other and supported by a mass of silica and other 

In Morocco and in Spain, ruins tumbling into de- infusible substanl:es, which were mingled with the 
cay, courts wherein fountains tinkled through the ore, If we bring lime in contact with the silica, the 
night atmosphere heavy with the scents of orange two combine together and become glass, which is 
grooves, tesselated pavements, and columns tretted melted by the heat of the furnace, and thus allows 
with intricate deSigns, are the only signs, tbe only the small masses ot molten iron to sink down through 
evidence to build on that the arts ever existed. Arts, it to the bottom of the furnace. This is the use of a 
not in the sense of gingerbread finery and gilding. flux in reducing metals. 
but arts by which whole villages earned bread for The other cperation in which fluxes are employed 
their families in the sweat of their faces. is the welding or joining of two metals, or two pieces 

In Egypt at this day-laud ofLhe pyramids, of the of metal, together. In this case the flux is employed 
ruined cities, of the crypts whereiu musty princes to dissolve the thin coating of oxide from the surface 
molder into powder-the wretched native cracks his of one or both metals, in order that they may come 
wheat in a stone mortar, or, worse, in a rag bruised into actual contact. Iron has a very strong affinity 
uetween two stones. In Italy and in Imperial Rome I for oxygen, especially at high temperatures. If two 
--famous, in ceutmies long since transpired, tor all pieces of iron are heated for welding, as they are 

that wealth could procure---the beggars chatterimpor· . taken from the flre into the atmosphere, they imme-
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diately become coated with a thin film of oxide of 
iron, which prevents them from welding together; 
but if a little borax is sprinkled over the ends to be 
joined, It dissolves this film of oxide, which in the 
liquid state is squeezed out under the action of the 
hammer, and the surfaces of pure metal are brought 
in contact. 

This article was suggested by the process of tin
ning copper bheets which was witnessed at John 
Trageser's'Steam Copper Works, at No. 60 Greene 
street, in this city. A sheet of copper was first 
pickled for abo'lt two hours in a bath of dilute sul
phuric acid, and was then placed on the level surface 
of a mass of brickwork, in the middle of which was 
a neat little charcoal fire. The workman pushed the 
sheet over the fire, and then placed upon its upper 
surface a small plate ot block tin, which was soon 
melted. As the Lin was about to melt, the workman 
dusted the surface of the copper with salammoniac, 
to remove any film of oxide of copper either remain
ing from the action of tbe pickle, or which might 
have formed after the sheet was taken from the bath. 

In none of the cases does the flux act to melt the 
metal at any lower temperature, or to render it more 
fluid, but it permits the metal to flow more freely by 
rem0ving obstructions from its path. 

SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Elijah Whiten, of Hingham, Mass., has petitioned 
for the extension of a patent granted to him on the 
30th of September, 1851, for an improvement in saw
ing volutes. 

Parties wishing to oppose the above extension must 
appear and show cause on the 11th day of September 
next, at 12 o'clock, M., when the petition will·be 
heard. 

Jacob Sendpff of Philadelphia, Pa., has petitioned 
for the extension of a patent granted to him on the 
13th of January, 1852, for an improvement in metal
lic heddles. 

Parties wishing to oppose the above extension must 
appear and show cause on the 25th day of December 
next, at 12 o'clock, M., when the petition will be 
heard. 

Robert Marcher, West Farms, N. Y., has petitioned 
for the extension of a patent granted to him on the 
21st day of October, 1851, and reissued March 15, 
1859, for an improvement in machinery for enameling 
moldings, etc, 

Parties wishing to oppose the above extensil)n must 
appear and show cause on the 2d day of October 
next, at 12 o'clock, M., when the petition will be 
heard. 

Mary Manny, executrix of the estate of John H. 
Manny, deceased, of Rockford, Ill., has petitioned for 
the extension of a patent granted to him on the 23(( 
of September, 1851, and reissued on the 22d of De
cember, 1854, for an improvement III harvesters, 
(Five cases.) 

Parties wishing to oppose the above extensions must 
appear and show cause on the 23d of September 
next, at 12 o'clock, M., when the petition will be 
heard. 

MARKET FOR THE MONTH. 

The fluctuations in gold and other values during 
the last month have been less than usual, and less 
than can be generally expected, so long as our cur
rency remains in its present inflated condition. The 
dry-goods trade has been active, aud stocks are sold 
out more closely perhaps than ever b�tore. It will be 
seen by the annexed list that prices of staples were 
pretty near the same at the beginning and end of June: 

PrIce May 31. Price June 28-
Coal (Anth.) 1!l 2,000 Th........ $9 00 $8 50 @10 00 
Coffee (Java) 1jl Th .......... 33 @ 36 24 @ 25 
Copper (Am. Ingot) 1!l Th. ... . . 30 29 @ 3 0  
Cotton (middling) 111 Th .  . . . . . . 51 50 
Flour (State) 1!l bbL. ... $5 85 @ 6 95 $5 20 @ 6 15 
Wheat 1!l bush.. .. . .  . . . .. 1 90 @ 2 20 1 7 0  @ 2 15 
Hay1jll00Th .................. 1 00 1 00 
Hemp (Am.drs'd HB tun . . 260 00@27 0 00 260 00@270 00 
Hides (City slaughter) 1!l Th. 8 @ 9* 7!@ 9 
India-rubber W lb . . .. . . , ... .46 @ 75 47 @ 70 
Lead (Am.) 1!l 100 Th ...... 8 25  @ 8 50 9 75 @10 00 
Nails 1jll00 Th ............. 5 50 @ 5 75 5 00 @ 5 25 
Petroleu m (crude) 1!l gaL. . , 35�@ 36 35t 
Beef(mess) 1jl bbl. . . . . . $10 00 @18 00 10 00 @16 00 
Saltpeter 1!l Th.... . . . . . . .. . . 25 24 
Steel (Am. cast) 1!l Th ....... 21 @ 22 ]3 @ 22 
Sugar (brown) 1!l Th ...... . 9J@ 15 9�@ 15.1 
Wool (American Saxony fleece) 

1!lTh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _ .. . .. 75 @ 77 
Zinc 1!l Th ................... 12 @ 12� 
Gold............... . . .  ..... .. 1 37 
Interest (loans on call . ... ... 6 @ 7 

75 @ 77 
12 @ 12§ 

1 39 
4 @ 5 
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