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IHE obtained from one willing apprentice than from a 
dozen compelled to labor; and if the Society of 
Tradesmen study their own and the public interest 
they will seek to procure youths who desi1"e to learn 
trades-not impress and enforce servitude on those 
who do not. 
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APPRENTICES AND JOURNEYMEN. 

A statement has been extensively published that 
the" New York Convention of Trades' Societies, now 
in session at Albany, are considering the subject of 
regulating by law the relations of apprentices to 
journeymen." This means, we suppose, for no ex
planation is given, that apprentices are to be bound 
for a certain period, or otherwise compelled to serve 
masters or at trades which they abhor. 

It is stated that the object of this action on the 
part of the Society is to advance the interests of the 
workingman; make him more proficient in bis busi. 
ness; to correct the evils of halt-bred mechanics-in 
a word, to relieve any trade trom the odium it has 
incurred by inefficient members, and supply it with 
good ones. Such objects are extremely praiseworthy, 
but they a�e unattainable by the means proposed. 
Men cannot be legislated into skillful mechanics. It 
is an old saw that "one man can lead a horse to 
water, but forty cannot make him drink." So if a 
youth has no natural aptitude for his business, a law 
cannot enforce what nature has denied him. Laws 
cannot make poets, or painters, or machinists; and 
the talent of good workmanship, though not down in 
the calendi\r of virtues, is as much of a distinc
tion as any in the gift of the muses. It is inten<l
ed to "regulate" mechanics by law; to legislate 
their talents down to the level of others who are nat
urally mediocre, and forbid them to exercise their 
own views, or opinions, or talents, except at the will 
of their masters. What preposter{)us folly 1 The 
capital of an employer is his bank account. The 
capital of a mechanic is his hands and brain j the 
mechanic is hidden in the apprentice, and develops 
by judicious encouragement and treatment-not by 
being kept down at the bidding of any worshipful 
society of tradesmen in the world. 

STITUTE. 

On another page will be found a communication 
from one of the exhibitors at the recent Fair of the 
American Institute, alleging that rival exhibitors who 
received premiums were managers or officers of the 
Institute. If the managers can deny this allegation, 
our columns are open to them for the purpose; if 
they are not able to deny it, they are unworthy of 
their positions. 

When the Institute invites rival manufacturers and 
inventors to present their articles before it for compe
tition, it is most clearly with the understanding that 
the merits of the articles shall be judged by an im
partial tribunal. What manufacturer would go to the 
great expense and inconvenience of transporting 
beavy machinery to the Fair, and operating it there, 
if he knew that his competitors were to sit upon the 
committee that had the power of awarding the pre
miums? 

No man with a proper sense ot personal honor 
would consent to occup:y a position in wbich he would 
be required to adjudicate between himself and oth
ers. Whenever a judge has a case come before him 
in which he has any interest, however slight or indi
rect, he refuses to try it. The late decision of the 
Supreme Court of this State in regard to the liability 
of National Banks to taxation, was unanimous with 
the exception of one judge, who declined to give his 
opinion, on the ground that he was an owner of stock 
in a National Bank. 

Unless the American Institute can clear itself from 
all suspicion of interested bias in its awards-its 
premiums, its Fairs, and the Associatien itself, will 
be regarded with universal contempt. 

WHY RENTS ARE SO HIGH. 

By our exchanges we see that the cause of the high 
rellts in nearly all cities is the subject of much dis· 
cussion, and many editors are abusing landlords for 
asking such exorbitant rates. This abuse is childish 
�nd ridiculous. Every Olle of thes� editors would, if 
III the place of a landlord, act preCIsely as the land
lord does; that is, from a number of desirable tenants 
he would take the one who offered the highest rent. 
As human nature is constituted, all prices must ad
just themselves by the relation of supply and demand. 
The principal cause of the present high rate of rents 
is very plain. 

In the first place, rents should be nominally fOl'ty· 
six per cent higher than usual, in common with 
other values, because they are expressed in a cur
rency which is depreciated to this extent. Secondly, 
there is sufficient reason why the inflation of the cur· 
rency should operate to raise rents more in propor
tion than other values. If a capitalist considers the 
project of building a house to let, he sees that a ten
thousand-dollar bouse will cost him at the present 
time at least fifteen thousand dollars, thus involving 
a loss of five thousand dollars whenever the currency 
is restored to specie va'ue-a loss equal to five years' 
rent. This consideration has operated for the last 
four years to sucli an extent as almost to su�pend 
the erection of buildings. As the population of the 
country during the same period has continued its 
rapid growth, with not even a perceptible check from 
the war, the demand for houses has outrun the sup
ply, and the natural and inevitable result is an ad
vance in ren ts. 

Year. Population. Valuation. pef���1�a. 
1840 ................. 212,267 $37,883,024 $ 178 
1850 ................. 397,965 74,968,344 188 
1860 ...... ........... 751,110 262,785,750 399 
1865 . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 820,000 319,872,305 390 

The increased rapi<ility in th(l accumulation of 
wealth is not the result of the discovery of gold mines 
in California and Australia, but is owing to the larger 
employment of labor-doing machinery, and to the 
increase of intelligence, economy and thrift among 
men. The disoovery of gold mines, by diverting a 
small fraction ot the labor of th� world from the pro
duction of wealth to the useless task of augmenting 
the currency, had a very slight tendency to check 
accumulation. 

RENEWAL OF THE " WINOOSKI" AND "ALGON 
QUIN" TRIAL. 

The trial between the engines of the Winooski and 
those of the Algonquin was renewed on the 23d ult., 
and continued till 2: 10 P. M., on the 25th, when Mr. 
Dickerson ordered the Algonquin's engine to be 
stopped. In the morning before the engine was 
stopped, the counters showed, at the same t:me, 
59,328 revolutions of the Winooski's wheels, and 
60,566 of the Algonquin's, making 1,238 revolutions 
in favor of the Algonquin. 

Mr. Dickerson has published a note giving his 
reasons for stopping. He says that it was agreed 
that the throttle of the Winooski's engine should be 
kept open throughout the trial, and that the engi
neers were evading this agreement by throttling off 
with the stop valves. 

He says also:-
" The Winooski has gained an advantage of more 

than half a turn a minute by reason of losing her 
buckets in a collision with a coal barge-a COllision 
that was permitted to take place with a knowledge 
that it must strIp ofr buckets, and so give a great 
advantage to the Winooski, and which might bave 
been prevented by stopping the engine for a mo
ment." 

Mr. Danby, President of the Board of Experts, before 
whom the trial was being made, has published a note 
in reply to that of Mr. Dickerson. He says:-

" About three or four hours before he stoppeu his 
engine, which was losing ground rapidly, Mr. Dick
erson addressed the note in question to myself and 
the other two members of the Board of Chief Engi
neers, demanding the stop .alves of the boilers of the 
Winooski to be carried wide open, with a threat that 
he would stop his engine in case it was refused. Mr. 
Isherwood, in order to save the delay and great ex
pense to the Government of repeating this trial, at 
once waived his right, and the stop valves were 
placed wide open. AfLer they were opened, ]\;fl'. Dick· 
erson ran his engine about an hour, when, flndiug he 
was lOSing at the same rate as belore, he abruptly 
stopped his engine, and so foiled the purpose of the 
experiment. 

" Further, since the stoppage of the Algonquin's 
engine the Winooki's has continued running about 
twenty· four hours, with the stop valves ;vide open, 
and with equally as good results as with them partially 
cl08ed. 

"During the last thirteen and a half hours the Wi
nooski had gained 597 revolutions upon the Algon
quiu. 

"About forty-eight hours before Mr Dickerson 
SLOpped his engine, a large coal barge bdlonging to 
private partie� was drilled by the powerful ebb tide, 
in' 0 the starboard wheel of the Winooski; but the 
damage extended no further than to fracture and 
splinter the projectiug outer ends of the paddles. 

If a youth is naturally uneasy and restive, restraint 
will not improve him; compll.!sory daily attendance 
on his trade will not cure him. It is idle to suppose 
that manual dexterity can be secured by law; to 
assert that a mechanic can tIt in a gib and l,ey neatly 
because some legislators say he m ust. In India me
chanics are regulated by law. He whose father was 
a tailor must be a tailor also. Caste, the social bar
rier, prevents him from being any thing else. What 
is the consequence? The workman receives a beg
garly pittance, and the product of his toil is the 
rudest. 

It is curious to observe bow inflation of the cur
rency in a civilized community extends its disturbing 
influence into all the relations of life. 

INCREASE OF WEALTH. 
In the State prison are men who make shoes on 

compulsion, but we never heard that they were spe
cially skilled in their art; that the goods they made 
were other than the commonest, or that they were 
devoted to their occupations. The surest way to 
break up any trade-to de�troy a spirit of progress
to reduce mechanics to human machines-is to regu
late them by law. Let them alone 1 More work is 

Ths wealth of the world, ever since the creation of 
man, has been increasing more rapidly than the 
population; it is increasing at the present time more 
rapidly than ever before; and in the !Jew Sta,tes of 

"Soon after this accident happened-which was en
tirely unavoidable-Mr. Dickerson was given his 
choice whether the trial should be stopped or whether 
he preferred to go on. He examined the wheel care
fully and the performance of the Winooski's engine, 
both before and after the accident, and preferred to 
continue-running forty-eight hours-when, seeing 
he was rapidly losing, he makes it an additional ex· 
cuse, in his letter, for his wholly unwarranted conduct 
in stopping." 

------

this Union it multi?lies more frequently than any 'M. REGNAULT has succeeued in obtaining photc
where else. As one mstance, we give the lollowjng graphs with bromide, iodide and fluoride ot copper; 
statistics in relation to the State of Michigan, show-, the bromide proved the most sensitive. 
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