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the past b"eveYltun yearll. Statistics show that nearly ONE-TIDRD of all 
the applications made for patents in the United States are solicited 
through this office j while nearly THREE-FOURTBS of all the patents 
taken in foreign countries aTe procured through the same source. It 
Is almost needless to add that, after seventeen 1I,-ars' experience in pre
p&fing specifications and drawings for the United States Patent Office, 
the proprietors of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN are perfectly con· 
versant with the preparation;ofappUcatlons in the best manner, and 
the transaction of all business before the Patent Office ; but they 
take pleasure in presenting the annexed testimonials from the three 
last ex-Commissioners of patents :-

MEsallS. MUNN & CO. :-1 take measure in stating that, while I held 
the oftloo of Commis sioner of h tents. MORE THAN ONE-FO URTH OF 

£LL TRE BUSINESS OF THE OFFICE CAME THROUGH YOUR HANDS. I 
bave no doubt tbat tbe public confidence tbus indicated bas been 
fully deserved, as I have always observed, in all your intercourse with 
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H���g:�oBoitas :tig:��i�ri�a�';:�r��� lPa��\ a���t::a�o 
diStinguisCed tbat, upon tbe death of Gov. Brown, be was appointed 
to the office of Postmaster-General of the United States. Soon after 
entering upon his new duties, in March, 1859, he addressed to us the 
lollowitig very gratifying letter: 

MESSRS. MUNN & Co. :-It affords me much pleasure to bear testi-
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marked abilIty, and uncompromising fidelity in performIng your pro
fessional engagements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HOLT. 
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otfioe he wrote to us as fottows: 

MESSRS. MU NN & Co. :-It �ves me much pleasure to say that, dur-
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Office waR transacted through your agency; and that I have ever 
found you faithful and devoted to the interests of Lour clients, as well 

�1��cF�ll ��fied to re::���tf���e;�Jr �t:d1��t����:�twith 
WH. D. BIsnop. 

THE EXAMINATION OF INVENTIONS. 
Persons having conceived an idea which they think may be patent

able, are advised to make a sketch or model of their invention, and 
submit it to us, with a full description, for advice. The points of 
novelty are carefully examined, and a written reply, corresponding 
wtth the facts, is promptiy sent,' free of charge. Address MUNN & 
CO., No. 37 Park Row, New York. 

AS an evidence of the confidence reposed in their Agency by in� 

ventors throughout the country, :Messrs. MUNN & CO. would state 
that tbey have acted as agents for more than TWENTY THOUSAND 
Inventors I In fact, the publishers of tbis paper have become identified 
with the whole brotherhood of inventors and patentees, at home ant) 
abroad. Thousands of hiventors for whom they have taken out pat
DtS have addressed to them most flattering testimonials for the ser
vices rendered them; and the wealth which has inured to the individ' 
uals whose patents were secured through this office, and afterwards 
illustrated in tbe SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, would amount to many 
millions of dollarol Messrs. MUNN & CO. �would state thILtthey 
Daverhad a more efficient corps of Draughtsmen and Specification 
Writers than those employed at present in their extensive offices, and 
that they &fe prepared to attend to patent business of aU kinds in tbe 
quickest time and on tbe most liberal terms. 

PRELDfINARY EXAMINATIONS AT THE PATENT OFFICE. 

The service which Me�srs. M'Pm� & C'.), render gratuitously upon 
examininta� i6"ventlon does not extend to a search at the Patent 

'Office, to see if a like invention has been presented there; but is an 

opinIon based upon what knowledge they may acquire of a similar 

invention from the records in their Home Office. But for a fee of $5, 

accompanied with a model, or drawing and description, they have a 

special search made at the United States Patent Office, and a report 

setting forth the prospects of obtaining a patent, &c., made up and 

maned to the inventor, with a pamphlet, giving instructions for 

further proceedings. These preliminary examinations are made 

through the Branch Office of Messrs. MUNN �. CO., corner of F. 

and Seventh streets, Washington, by"experienced and competent pet;. 

sons. Many thousands of such examinations ba ve been made through 

thts office, and it is a very wise course for every inventor to pursue 

Address MUNN .!; CO., No. 37 Park Row, New York. 

HOW TO llAKE AN APPLICATION FOR A PATENT. 

Every appucant for a patent must furnisQ. a model of his invention 

if susceptible of one; or, if the invention is a chemical production, he 

must furnish samples of the ingredients of which his composition 

consists, (or the Patent Office. These should be securely packed, the 

inventor's name marked on them, and sent. with the Government 

fees, by express. The express charge should be pre· paid. Small 

models from "a distance can often be sent cheaper by mail. The 

safest 'Way to remit money is by a draft on New York, payable to the 

order of Messrs MUNN & CO. Persons who live in remote parts of the 
country can usually purchaRe drafts from their merchants on their 

New York correspondents; but, if not convenient to do so, there is 

but little risk in sending hank bUls by mail, having the letter regis. 

tered by the postmaster. Address MUNN & CO., No. 37 Park Row, 

New York. 
Patents are now granted for SEVENTEEN years, and the Government 

fee required onfilingan applicationfor" patent is $15. Other cbanges 

in the fees are also made as follows :-

On flUng eacb Caveat ......... ................. ,' . . . . . . . ... $10 
On fiUng eacb application for a Patent, except for a design.$15 
On issuin� each original Patent . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  · · · · · · · · · · · ·  ·I� 
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On 1I11ng application for Design (fourteen y ears) . . .. . . ...... $110 

The Patent Laws, enacted by Congress on the 2d of March, 1861, are 

DOW tn full force, and prove to be of great benefit to all parties who 

are concerned in new in ven tions. 
The law abolishes discrimination in fees requIred of foreigners, ex

cept.1ng natives of such countries as discriminate against citizens of 
the unIted States-thus allowing Austrian, French, BelgIan, English, 
Russian, SpanIsh and all other .foreigners ex.cept the Canadians, to 
enjoy all the privileges of our patent syst em (except In casesoC de
signs) 0 n the above terms. Foreigners cannot secure their inventions 
by 1lling a caveat; to citizens only is this privUece accorded. 

CAVEATS. 
PUIOIII deolrlllg to rue "caveat can bavetbe pape ... prep&red In the 

IhGrttit time bJ Mndlllll" aketch and del9rtptlon of the Invention. 

The Government fee for " caveat is $10. A p"mpWet of advice reo 
garding appUcations for patents "nd caveats is furnished gntis, on 
application by mall. Address MUNN & CO., No. 37 P"rk Row, New 
York. 

EXTENSION OF PATENTS. 
Many valuable patents &fe annually expiringwhicb might readlly 

be extended, and if extended, might prove the source of wealth to 
their fortunate possessors. Messrs. MUNN & CO. are persuaded tbat 
very many patents are suffered to expire without any effort at ex.ten
sion, owing to want of proper information" on the part of the paten
tees, their relatives or aSSigns, as to the IMv and the mode of proce
dure in order to obtain a renewed grant. Some of the most valuable 
grants now c:tisting are extended plltelltB. Patentees, or, if deceased, 
their heirs, may apply for the extension of patents, but should give 
nlnety days' notice of their intention. 

Patents may be ex.tended and preliminary advice obtained, by con 
suiting or writing to MUNN & CO,. No. 37 Park Row, New York. 

REJECTED APPLICATIONS. 
Messrs. MUNN & CO. are prepared to undertake the investigation 

and prosecution of rojccted ca.ses, on reasonable terms. The close 
proximity of their Washington Agency to the Patent Office affords 
them rare opportunities for the examination and comparison of ref
erences, models, drawings, documents, &c. Their success in the prose-! 
cutlon of ejected cases has been very great. The principal portio� 
of their charg� is generally left dependent upon the final result. 

All persons having rejected cases which they\Jesire to bave prose
cuted, are invited to correspond with MUNN & CO., on the 8Ubject, 
giTIng" brief history of the case, inclosing tbe officiai letters, &c. 

FOREIGN PATENTS. 
Messrs. MUNN & CO., are very extensively;engaged in the prepara

tion and securing of patents in the various European countries. For 
the transaction of this busiI.'l�ss they have offices at Nos. 66 Chancery 
lang, London; 29 �ulevard St. Martin, Paris ; and 26 Rue des Eper
onniers, Brussels. They thlnd. theycan !afelysaythat THREE-FOURTHS 

of all the European Patents secured to American citizens are pro
cured tbroug11 tbeir agency. 

Inventors will do well to bear in mind that the English law does not 
limit the iesue of patents�to inventors. Anyone can take out a pat· 
ent there. 

Circulars of information concerning the proper course to be pursued 
in obtaining patents in foreign countries tbrougb MUNN & CO'S 
Agency, the requirements oC di�rbnt Government Patent Offices, ci:c., 
may be had, gratis, upon application at the principal office, No. 37 
Park Row, New York, or any of the branch offices. 

SEARCHES OF THE RECORDS. 

Having aeeesa to "il the official records at Washington, pertaining to 
the sale and transfer of patents, MESSRS. MUNN & CO., are at all times 
ready to make examinations as to titles, ownership, or assignments 
<JC p"tents. Fee. moderate. 

INVITATION TO INVENTORS. 
Inventors whn come to New York should not fail to p"y ",vI.il .0 

tbe extensive offices of MUNN & CO. They will find " I"",,, collection 
0t �odels (several bundred) of various inventions, which will afford 
them�:m:uch interest. The whole establishment is one of great interest 
to inventors, anJ. I,; uudoubtedly the most spacious and best arranged 
in the world. 

MUNN & CO. wish it to be distinctly understood that they do not 
speculate or traffic in patents, under any circumstances ; but that 
thoy devote tbelr whole time and energies to the interest!! of their 
clients. 

COPIES OF PATENT CLAIMS. 
MESSRS. MUNN & CO, having access to all the patents granted 

since the rebuilding of the Patent Office, afl>er.the fire of 1836, can fur· 
nish the claims of "ny patontgranted .ince that date, for $1. 

THE VALIDITY OF PATENTS. 
Persons who are about purchasing patent property, or patentees 

who are about erecting extensive works for manufacturing under 
their patents, should have their claims examined carefully by coin
petent attorneys, to see if they are not likely to infringe some exist· 
ing patent, before making large investments. Written opinions on 
the validity of patents, after careful examination into the facts, can 
be had for a reasonable remuneration. The price for such services is 
always settled upon in advance, after knowing the nature of the in
vention and being informed of the points on which an opinion Is so
licited. For further particulars "ddress MUNN & CO., No. 37 Park 
Row, New York. 

ASSIGNMENTS OF PATENTS. 
The assignment of patents, and agreements between patentees and 

manufacturers, co.refuUy prepared and placed upon the records at 
the Patent Office. Address MUNN & CO., "t tho Scientl1lc American 
Patent Agency, No. 37 Park Row, New York. 

It would require many columns to detail all tho w"ys in wbich the 
Inventor or Patentee may be served at our offices. We cordiaJJy in
vite ail wbo have anything to do with patent property or inventions 
to call at our extensive Offices, No. 37 Park Row, New York, where 
any questions regarding tbe Rights of Patentees, will be cbeerfully 
answered. 

Communications and remittance!! by.maU, and model. by express 
(prepaid) shouid be addressed to MUNN & CO. No. 37 P&fk Row, New 
York. 

J.;G., of Md.-Your communication is lof interest, but 
you have not stated where the furnace is located, nor where the ore 
is obtained, although we Infer tbe steamboat you mention runs on 
Lake Superior. Be particular in describing the places in your next 
letter. 

T. H., of Pa.-The south pole attracts the north polc of 
a magnet, and rite t:trsa. When �& small;lcompass. thereCore, la 
brougbt wttWn tholnfi"once of ,,1_ and powwflo) Olle, the email 
mqnet � rotated. 
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J. W., of Ohio.-You can obtain hydrometers for testing 
tbe strength of dye liquors in every city in the Union. Tbey ar. 
sold by dealers in philosophical and cbemical instruments. There 
is no book published, exclusively devoted tothe treatment of water' 
but you can Ilnd all the information you want on the snbjectin an; 
good elementary work on chem'stry. 

W. T. & Son, of Ohio.-The only water extractors that 
we ha:e seen used for cloth in dyeworks are of the rotary character, 
with sldes of wlre gauze. None of the common ccn1ents will resist 
the action of acids, soaps(and alkalies that are thrown upon the 
floor o f a  dyehouse. Such floors should nlwaysbe laid close to the 
ground, in hydraulic cement. 

H. & G., . of Pa.-We must refer you to the patentees, 
Shaw & Lmton, for information a8 to the det.a.i1s of their plan for 
burning petroleum as fuel in steam boilers; we know nothing about 
It. 

J. D. W., of IlL-Let the steam blow directly into the 
water of your bath ; that is the quickest way to heat it. It is possible 
that your boiler "is not large enough. A gallon of water converted 
into steam should raise five gallons of water l(thcoretica!1y) to tbe 
bOiling point. 

N. N. D., of Mass.-Percussion pellets are composed of 
a mixt.ure of the chlorate of potash, some SUlphur and a little var
nil5h or glue. They may also be made with the fulminate of mer 
cury, some sulphur and a little vo.mlsh. 

S. S., of Pa.-We do not think a patent has been allowed 
in this country for Aberdeen's method of uniting joints or seams. 
You could patent the device, providing you could prove priority of 
cla.im over the date of his foreign patent. Your subscription will ex
pire July 1st. 

W. Cf F., of lit-We do not think such a statement as 
you make ever appeared in our paper. Two messages can be sent 
over a wireat the same time, when the intf:rvals of one current are 
supplied by those containing the other messages. 

J. W. S., of lit-you enquire what the Government is 
offering for a perpetual motion: We answer-nothing. We trust 
that the Government knows better than to expect ever to get any
tbing of the sort. 

D. K., of Ilt-Your letter relates to matter of personal 
interest to yourself,�and not to our readers. If we should open our 
colUmns to all inventors, who might desire to publish descriptions 
of their inventions, our paper would;not be large enough to contain 
them. 

J. S. R., of Ohlo.-We must refer you to the back vol
umes of our,:paper:,for information how to put the finish on pistol 
barrels. It would consume a great deal of our time to look it  up. 

W. R. L., of Iowa.-We have considerable faith in the 
article you speak of. It 's  recommended on high authority as a 
preventative of incrustationsfrom limewater, wlthoutinjury to the 
boiler. 

W. L. S., of Ohio.-The process of marbling the edges 
of books is by spreading the colors with a brush in a trough of water. 
the colors float in waves and specks, and the paper being applied to 
it, the color is:absorbed!in the form seen 0'1 thE' books. YoutshouJd 
visit some book-binding establishment in order to get a correct idea 
of the operations. 

• 

Monev Received. 
At the Scientific American Office. on account of Patent 

Office business, from Wednesday, Jan. la, 1864, to Wednesday, Jan. 
20,1864 :-
A. C., of N. Y., $28i G. W. W., of N. Y., $Hi A. E. ?treG., of Minn.i 

$20; E. P., of :a.Iass., $20; J. S. G., oC Mich., $20; A. P. C., of N. Y., 
$20; T. J. K., of Ohio $�j P. &: O. Jr., of Mass., $45; G. B. B., of Ind., 
$16; S.'�!.;of N. Y., $41; J. R., of N. Y., $16; J. M. M., of N. Y., $10; 
T. & L., of N. J., $16; T. & T., of N. Y., $386; C. S. M., of N. S., $16; 
W. H., of Pa., $25; J. C. B., of Wis., S26; J. S. McC., of N. J., S16; M 

B. W., of Conn., $25; M. H. M., of Ohio, $26; A. A., of CaL, $30; C. 
R., of Ky., $16; M. S., of Mo., $16i S. D. E., o()f Penn., S16; C. B. H. 
of Mass., $33; J. P., of N. Y., $40i T. &. R., of TIl., $�; J. S., oC Ilt, 
$25; G. F., of Conn., $16; A. P., of Cbil� $25; A. P. S., of N. Y., $25; 
C. R. S., of N. H., $20; J. S., of N. Y., $20; A. C. C., of N. Y., $20; J. 
W., of �owa $45; E. H., of N. Y., $60; J S. U., of N. Y., $:a>; J. D., of 
N. Y., $16; A. A. H., of N. Y., $41; J. C., of N. Y., $16; C. V. M. of 
No' J., $16; C. D., of N. Y., $16; J. L. H., of Mass., $25; C. M. W, of 
N. J.t $16; W. H. W., of N. H., $16; H. S. S., of Maes., $25; M. L., of 
Penn., $28; R. W. P., oC- Mass., $16; C. F., of Ill., $ 5 3; G. H. S., of 
Conn., $25; R. S. H., of Iowa $20; W. &: P., of N. Y., $Hi P. C. C., of 
Cal., $30; C. T., of N. J., $25; S. D. T., of Mass., $25; J. T. of Ind., 
126; G. M., of Conn., $25; S. &:S., of 111., $�; A. J. M., of N. Y., $50; 
R. W. P., o f N .  Y., $25; S . L .  H.,o f N .  Y., $28; L. E .  P., of Mich., $�; 
R. E., of N. Y., $41; R. L. S., of Mich., $20; P. McG., oflowa, $�; L. 
D. B., of Ind., $20;tW. H. W., of Wi,., $20; I. S., ofN. Y., $16; G. H .  
H . ,  o f N .  Y., $46; M. T . ,  o f  Iowa., $32; J . R ., o f  ill., $22; C . T.B.,of 
N .  J.,  $16; N .  H . R . ,  o f N .  J.,  $25;R . T . S. ,o f N .Y., $61; W. N. B., of 
Iowa, $40; W. C., of Mass., $25; G. S., of Maine, $25; D. & J. S., of 
Pa. ,$15; J. L. J., of Conn., $25;J. S. F., of N. T., $30; F. B., ofll1.,$15; 
J. G., of Minn., $10; J. L., of Iowa, ""$130; J. C., of N. J., $16; Mrs. S. 
W. H, of Ind., $16; J. B., of Ohio, $15; T. S. Mo, of Ohio, $29; L. R., 
ofN. Y., $1. 

__ _ 

Persons having remitted money to this office will please to examine 
the above list to soe tbat their initials appear In 1t and if they have 
not received an acknowledgment by maU, and their initials are not to 
be found in tbis list, they will please notify us immediately, stating 
the amount and how it was sent, whether by mall or express. 

Specifications and drawings and models belonging to 
parties with tbe followiug initials have been forwarded to the Patent 
Office, from Wednesday, Jan. 13,1864, to Wednesday Jan. 20, 1864 :_ 
O. C., of N. Y.; A. P., of Chili; R. W. P., ofN. Y.;J. H. of England; 

G. W. W., of N. Y.; S. M., of N. Y.; S. L. H., of N. Y.; A. P. S., of N. 
Y.; J. B. n., ofR. I. (2 cases) ; A. A., of Cal.; N. H. R., of N. J.; C. T., 
of N. J.; I. L. H., of Mass.; A. J. A., of 111.; G. S., of Me.; G. H. S., 
of Conn.; M. L., of Pa.; W. H., of Pa.; B. S. S., of Mass.; M. B. W., 
of Conn.; W. C., of Mass.; J. L. J., of Conn.; J. S. F., of Nevada Ter� 
rltory; C. B. B., of Mass.; S. D. T., of Mass.; J. T., of Ind.; E. A. C., 
oC France; J. S., of 111.; G. M., oC Conn.; R. S. H., of Iowa; A. J. M., 
of N. Y. (2 eases); S. and S., of Ill.; T. S. M., of Ohio; J. R. P., of 
Conn.; R. E., of N. Y. I. S. U., of N. Y. 
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