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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

M. B.. of S. C.-We do not know of any such instru
ments as you propose. There are dams which will stop 

i the water completely. and which will withstand the 
: strongest freshets Doubtless some that are patented will 
I do so. MakIng the face of the dam an inclined plane will 

provide for the passage of fish up stream so long as a small 
quantity of water runs over; but this plan. we believe 
was never patented. 
J .R .• ofMe.-We think it likely there would be some few 

advantages in having our work published �th pages of 
the size of ordinary books j but only a few of our read
ers, comparatively. would like such a plan: its present 
size and form give general satisfaction. Shall be happy 
to engrave your machine. 
J. W. B .• of Va.-Monuments of all kinds, for grave

yards. made of cast iron, are well known: your plan, 
therefore. is not patentable j they can be made highly or
namental. 

C. C. A .• ofN. Y.-Your wall fence would probably 
answer a good purpose j but it is not patentable ; neither 
is your propeller.-the latter you will find illustrated in 
Vol. 5 (1849) SCI. AM. The effect cannot be greater than 
thd cause: le-action is less powerful than the action.
Look over some book on Natural Philosophy for causes. 

T. B.. of Ala.-We cannot furnish all the back volumes 
of the SCI. AM. '1.'hey are not to be had. It is a matter 
of doubt which is the best harvester or mower: nearly 
all those put in market this year have proved good: some 
persons give McCormick's reaper-price about $160.-and 
Ketchum's and Allen's mowers-price $100 to $130-the 
preference. These machines require 2 to 3 horses. and 
two men. and cut 1 acre per hour. 
J. M,. of N. J .• says: .. I can construct a stove that will 

make its own fire at any desired time in the morning ;

would that be considered an invention '!" In reply to the 
foregoing we would state that mere ideas are not patenta
ble. If you have a new mechanical device for accomp
lishingthe purpose you name. probably it could be pat
ented. Send a model or sketch and we will examine it. 

C. P •• of N. Y.-We will try and give you some infor
mation about extracting silver from its ores at some future 
t ime. $1 received. 

C. S .• of Mass.-We cannot furnish you with the book 
named, on constructing machines j write to A. lIart. Phil
adelphia. 
G. W. T .• ofN. J.-Youcan blue your llannelswiththe 

sulphate of indigo-chemic-which is made by dissolving 
ground indigo in good vitriol; 1 pound of indigo to 6 lbs. 
of vitriol. The back numbers of this volume SCI. AM. 
will give you good receipts on dyeing. 

D. B •• of N J ._IIhe apparatus now used on printing 
presses for" flying," or. in oLher words. taking the sheets 
as they issue from the machine. is not patented. we be
lieve. and therefore you can use the same. 

C. B. B., of N. Y.-¥oucannotpatent the mere idea of 
driving a straw cutter by means of belt and treddle; the 
other portions of your machine you do not sufficiently de. 
scribe to enable us to determine as to patentability. 
J. J. J .• of Mass.-A machine for folding cloth after it 

comes from the loom, has been made. Read carefully 
Mr. Manly's offer. and our remarks. and you will under
stand what he wants. 'the sheet of paper on a printing 
press must go between the type and the cylinder which 
gives the impression. When the population of the earth 
increases to such an extent as to have exhausted all kinds 
of/ue!. it is probable that a company will be formed to run 
a shaft to the North pole and connect it by means of a 
pinion. to the earth. In this way a perpetual motion will 
be transmitted to all parts of the country, and your as
pirations will be reali�ed. 

D. B. T .• of O.-Your seed sower is not new, neither is 
your plan of sealing cans. $2 received. 

E. J. V •• of Yt.-Price ol covers 50 cents. Send your 
numbers to this office, and we could have them bound 
complete for 75 cents. 
J. M. T •• of Pa.-I'here is nothing new in your mode of 

sealing cans. 
C.K.N .• ofN. Y.-You will find an engraving of a 

wind-mill ship on page 113. 1'01.3. SCI. AM. We never 
heard that it went ahead far. against the wind. although 
that was its object. You will perceive that it is f urnished 
with paddle wheels driven by the wind-mill. '.this is an 
application of cold air to wheel propulsion. and is just 
�bout as valuable as the use of hot for the same purpose. 

W. S. T. d Wis.-}�orcing air through water to purify 
it of dust and cinders. on railroad cars. by means ofmech
anbmconnected with the wheel axles. is an old idea. No 
charge for the question. $2 placed to your credit on sub
scription. 
J. R .• ofC. E.-Use Smee's or Daniell's battery far elec

tro-plating ; you willfind it ,ery difficult to deposit brass· 
-we never have been able to make it work satisfa.ctor
ily. 

A. W. B.. of N. C.-We do not know of any premium 
offered for welding copper; it will be an invention of 
some importance if you discover the way to do it. 

A. L. D .. of lIass.-Ifyou get Brewster's Optics. or Dr. 
Dick's works. they will give you full explanations for 
making cameras. 

H. H. D .• of Ct.-Yourswillmeetwithattcntion in some 

Money received at the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN Office on 
account of Patent Office business for the week ending 
Saturday, Aug. 25, 1855 ,-
G. W. H .. of Ct., $55; J. T., of Pa., $25; T. G., ofR. 1., 

$25; A. L. B., of Me., $22, H. B. S.,of Miss., $30; J.P., 
of N. C., $50; A. F .. of Mass., $30; H. F. P .. of N. Y .. 
$60; S. T.P .. ofN.J.,$35; L. S .. ofN, Y .. $IO; C. W. 
B .. of 0 .. $20; A.K. C., of Ct .. $30; H. S., of Mich .. $40; 
J. W .. of Ct .. $30; H. L., of Mass .. $32; T. C .. ofN. Y. 
$30; D. E . T  .. ofN. H.,$30; D .H. W .. of Mass.,$lO; D, 
G .. o f  Pa" $30; S. G .. Jr .. ofN. Y .. $30; V. S .. ofN. Y .. 
$50; B,.& F .. ofN. Y .. U2; I. C. C .. of Mich .. $25; P. 
& W.,ofN. Y.,$IO; M. & A  .. ofN. Y., $30; H. W .. of 
Mass .. $100; T. G .. of N. Y .. $30; R. S. P., of N. Y., $30; 
J. B .. of lil .. $2.5; Z, G. B .. of 1il .. $30; R. & T .. of N. Y. 
$350; A. H .. of N. Y .. $100, S. B .. of Pa., $6; A. L. F., 
of Ct., $35; W. B. K., of N. H .. $30; C. B., of 0., $110; 
J.P.A .. of Ct .. $30; A. C.K .. of N. Y .. $2'7; 11. R.,of 
N. Y .. $fi5; J. C. H .. ofN.J .. $25; R. G.P .. ofN.J .. 
$25; A. F. A .. of Ct., $25; G. W.lI., ofN. Y., $25, J.lI .. 
of N. Y., $87. 

Specifications and drawings belonging to parties with 
the following initials have been forwarded to the Patent 
Office during the week ending Saturday, Aug. 25:-
J. c. H., of N. J.; R.G. P.,of N. J.; A. F. A., of Ct.; 

G. W.G .. of Mas�; G. W. 11 .. of N.Y.; T, G.,of R.L 
J. T .. of Pa.; G. W.H.,of Ct.; 11. & �'., of N. Y.; ll. B .. 
of lU.; G. G. T., of N. Y.; 1. C. C .. of Mich.; J.lI. W .. 
ofN. Y. (2 cases); A.P.& R.,ofN.Y. (2 cases); W. & 
M., of N. Y.; A. C. K., of N, Y.; J. B., of lU.; C.lI .. of 
0, (2 cases) ;H. N .. of Me. 
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Important Item •• 

BACK NUMBERS AND V OLUMES-We ha ve the following 
numbers and volumes of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. 
which we can supply at the annexedprices:-OfVol
ume 6, 40 numbers, bound, $1.75. Of Volume 6, all.
price in sheets. $2 i bound. $2.75. Of Volume 8, none 
complete. but about 30 numbers in sheets. which will be 
l!Old al50 cenls per set. Of Volume 9, bound, $2,75. Of 
Volume 10, ail except Nos. 17, 26, 26, 2 7, 28, 29, 30, 40, 
41. and at the subscription price. Complete Volumes 
will be ready for dellvery in about two weeks. Price 
$2.75bouns'; $2 in sheets. 

MISSING NUMBERS-Subscribers who have failed to re
ceive some of the numbers during the year. tan have 
such as we have supplied by stating what numbers are 
missing at the time of remitting for the new volume. 

PATENT CLAIMs-Persons desiring the claim of any in 
vention which has been patented within fourteen years, 
can obtain a copy by addressing a letter to this office. 
stating the name of the patentee. and enclosing $1 for 
fees for copying. 

RECEIPTB-When money is paid atthe office forsubscrip
tion. a receipt for it will always be given; but when sub
scribers remit their money by mail. they may consider 
the arrival of the first paper a bona fide acknowledg
ment of the receipt of their funds. 

GIVE INTELLIGIBLE DIRECTIoNs-We often receive let 
ters with money enclosed. requesting the paper sent for 
the amountd'the enclosure but no name d' State given. 
and often with the name of the post office also omitted. 
Persons should be careful to write their names plainly 
when they address publishers. and to name the post of
fice at which they wish to receive their paper, and the 
State in which the post office i,s located. 

BINDING-We would suggest to those who desire to have 
their volumes bound. that they had better send their 
numbers to this office. and have them executed in a uni
form style with their previous volumes. Price of bind
ing 75 cents. 

INFALLIBLE RULE-It is an established rule cf this office 
to stop sending the paper when the time for which iswas 
prepaid has expired. and the publishers will not deviate 
from that standing rule in any instance. 

FOREIGN ::5uEscRIIlERs-Our Canada and Nova Scotia 
patrons are solicited to compete with our citizents for 
the valuable prizes oflered on the next volume. [It is 
important that all who reside out of the States should 
remember to send 25 cents additional to the published 
rates for eaC'.h yearly subscriber-that amount we are 
obliged to pre-pay on postage.] 

Terms of Ad.vert�. 
! lines. for each insertion, 
8 " 

12 .. 
:W .. 

$1 
$2 
$3 
$4 

Advertbements exceeding 16 lines cannot be admitted. 
neither can engravings be inserted in the advertising col
um n s at any price, 

[(T" All advertisements must be paid for before insert
ing. 

IMPORTANT TO INVENT· 
ORS. 

TilE UNDERSIGN!>U having had TEN years' 
practical experience in soliciting P A'i' RNTS in this 

and foreign OOtID. tries, beg to give notice that they con· 
tinue to ofier their :services to all who may de.-;il'e to se· future number. Accept our thanks. cure Patents at home or abroad. 

J. B .. of Va.-Address W. n. Douglas & Co .• Middle- 'W��:
r �:;:�st��;:n:r�p�;:�s ,!:.
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�� , town. Ct •• for Hydraulic Ram; and J. Hall & Co .• Jersey average .fIfteen;, or one-thfj'd of all the Patents issued each 

I City. N. J .• for cement pipe. Cannot inform you as to week. are on case,,; whiC'h are prepared at our Agency. 
gas pipe�. 
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��:s���l)er:�1�:���: H. F. T .. of N. Y.-An apparatus for raising or lower- which d bl to prepare a lications on the 

shortes{��ti��� ;hil� tte experience �F a 10flJ; practice, ing the shaft on steamboats. J;O as to adjust the dip of the and Hlcilitles which few others possess. we are able to 

WELCH & GRIFFITHS' SAWS-PATENT 
Ground.-Having purchased from Mr. Wm. South-

fu�
l
��l�h

a
:e

n
��:�id�

d
!l��

c
���,

a
�<!.

o
!,�

e
!r�

a
fu� 

sole �roprietors of this patent. We will reward any per
son gIVing information of infringements on the same. 'l'his 
islthe only machine ever invented that will grind a saw 
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ber. and keep an edge longer than another saws made. and 
are not liable to become untrue. All our Saws are made 
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saws. We respectfuijy inform all manufacturers of lum
ber, that no saw will De sent from this establishment but 
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use. Orders received at our Warehouse. 62 Congress st .• 
lIoston. WELCH & GRIFFITHS. 51 6" 

BRICK MACHINE, 8TEAM ENGINE, &c .. for 
Sale-One of.!!"'. R Smith's recently improved yat

ent Brick Machines and Pulverizer. capable of making 
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made by.Pool & Hunt.-all new and in perfect order. hav-
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entowner being about to relinquish the business. would 
also sell or lease the yard, with a good supply of claJ: and 

j��;�
n
d. tD�s�<k:Ni!��e�i\ld�site tools. 11 �r:ss 

THE NEW BRICK MACHINE has received im· 
portant improvements this "fear. 'J.'he speed is in

creased to 2.000 per hour-not a brIck lost from any diffi
culty in the slipping-the pulverizer. of the simplest con
struction. takes the clay as fRbi as three men can shovel 
in. at the same time freeing it of stone. The whole is driv
en by a sman portable engine. which cost but $625. A vis
it to my yard on Locust Point will satisfy any one that it 
is the cheapest and most efficient mode of making bricks. 
Price of the machine and pulverizer. $450-a smaller one 
worked by a horse. which makes 1,000 per hour. $!:l50. For 
further particulars in a pamphlet giving full instructions 
on brick burning address �'RANCIS H. SM1Tll, 

I,'+'- Baltimore. 

NOTICE.-J_UMBER nEAUJ:RS, FARMERS, 
and olhers.-A. L. ARCHAMBAULT'S Portable 

titeam J!Jngines. for driving portable. circular. and up
and-down Saw Mills.'£hrashlng Machines. &c. Also for 
loading and discharging cargoes. pile driving. raising ma
terials for Bridges. Buildings. &c. l!Jngines. always on 
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tory 15th street. above Willow. Philadelphia. P .:::!I. These 
�r�l!�isf:�io��

en in use since 1849. and have giv�y j:n-

RARE CHANCE FOR AN INVE8TllfENT-For 
. sixty dollars I will assign my interest in the invention 

ot the Odometer. illustrated in the Scientific American of 
!July 21. 1855. for which I have taken measures to seCUTe 
a patent for any two states in the Union. Massachusetts 
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JUST PUBLISHED':""Concise information relative 
to Patents and Patent Law. designed forthe use of in

ventorsand others. Mailed on receipt of two three-cent 
stamps by JOHN PH1N, C. E" Itochester, N. Y. I" 

A RECEIPT WILL BE SOLD fur manumcturing 
an article to stop its importation from }�ngland. Ad-

dress J, W" box 1952, Philatlelphia Post Office. I" 

IMPORTA'lIT TO ]<'RUT GROWERS, House 
keepers, &c.-The art of Preserving Vegetables and 

Anim<1.1 suLmtances, or, New Iteceipt.:l for Canning and 
Bottling, .Fruits. Vegetables. &c .. for::;1. Address D.A. \' ID 
LA)(E. Smith'lS Lauding, Atlantic Co,. N. J, 1* 

l\Vln�CHANICS ATTEND-1'he Mechanics and in. 1'.11 ventors of Louisville and vicinity are informed that 
subscriptions to the Scientific American are received at 
the Hall of the Kentucky Mechanics Institute. Louis. ville. M. M. GlU';EN, Sec·y. 

To MIJ,U�RGj.-§MUT AND GRAlN S)WARA· 
tors.-Patented Oct. 24.. 1854. Warranted 8uperior 

to any machine for the same purpose in the United !:;tates 
�mbraC'ing an entire new feature not before used in any 
Smut MaC'.hine . Mahines sold on trial and fully guaran
teed (references expected. ) Orders solicited ; �anufac
tured and for sale liy the mventor. at Uhrichsville. Tus-
carora, Co., Ohio. JOHN D. BEDWELL, 51 3" 

IMPOU'I'ANT TO QUARltll\fEN, Stone Cutters 
Contractors. and Builder.s-Porter's Patent Spring 

ltamlller Stone Dressing Machine. The Porter titone 
Dressing Machine Co .• having purchased the patent for 
the above invention. are now prepared to sell rights to use 
the same. and to fU�IJi.sh Machines. and erect them at any 
pJace within the United States. This machine maybe 
seen in :practical operation at the works of the Company 
in the CIty of New York. on 14th street. between 9th and 
10th avenues. where parties interested in the business of 
�alI��1 :��[�:� :h:m��iv����fo rt�:tHi�r' �FheiM!�
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kind rf stone. and will perform the labor of from twenty
five or fifty men at a total expense of from $8 to $12 per 
day. It produces a finely fil1ished surface. leaves a per· 
fect arris. and cuts molding8 with rapidity and beauty. Its 
operation is precisely that of the mallet. and chhel in the 
hands ofthe workman. It combines great power with the 
nicest delicacy. and has received the uniform and decided 
approval of practical men. In addition to its regular 
work, it will be tried on any stone. and subjected to any 
test,tliat parties examininglt may desire. To those who 
are unable to visit the Machine pers nnally. a circular with 
ellgravin�s and a full description will be sent m applica-
�o�aH��eN!'�YO�k.

rter ti::t�B� CApLW :LL �P�e��' 
47 3eow 

-�---------------

JA�F." F. STARR1;TT & .. ON, Pattern and 
• Model Maker�. No. 352 West 27th street. near 11th 
A venue. � ew }: or k. Machine Patterns and Inventors. 
Models of every de:Jcription made LO order with dhpatch 

45 5eow· 

o.;jT \TIO;V,\HY >iTgAM ENGINE. .. FOR SALE� Horizontall�ngine.s with hon bed frame". and J ud
son's .P atent Valve .... good. �tron.�. sub:\tanlial. plain finish
ed, that will do J;ood senrice. say from 4: hor:,e power. $215 
�n��o

o
b�

e ��;ii�d �i��·n:ed�I.S' !��:!:� and fixtures 
28e3wtf S. C.HILLS, 12PlaLt st" New York. 

----------------�� 

A GOOD DRAUGHTSMEN WANTED,whois 
handy in the use of tools. and can take eflicient 

charge of a few workmen. 28 Platt st, 4gtf 

WROUGHT mON PWE-Boiler Flue., Globe 
Val ves. Cocks. Steam Gauges Gauge Cocks. Oil 

Cups, and every variety Qf tittingR and fixtures for steam, 
water. and gas, manuiactured and sold by JAMES O. 
MORSE & CO., No. 79 John st., N. Y. 49 12" 

THE ARTISAN JOURNAL-A Monthly Record of 
the progress of Civil and Mechanical Engineering, 
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numbers and volumes b:r CHAS. H. HASWELL. Von
sulting and Superintending Engineer,: Bowling Green. 
New York . Drawing s and specifications of Steam Ma. 
chinery. in all its branches. furnished upon application. 

I41amlf 

IiO:!AFETY RAILROAD nSA WBRIIlGES AND � Self-Locking Switches. (Patented.) -'llhis invention 
will secure to the traveling communIty perfect safety 
while journe-ying on railroads. The apparatus is so ar· 
ranged that sImultaneously with the opening of a draw. 
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time signals. attached to the switch bars are made to in
dicate that the draw is open. The self-locking switches 
can be used separately at any of the turn-outs of a rail. 
road. and there by prevent the constantly recurring acci
dents occasioned by neglect of bolting switch levers. as 
theRe switches bolt and unbolt themselves when moved 
by the draw of a bridge or the lever at a turn-out. For 
:;:�!el���;i; o[oriJ�\(��i,l�iJt�
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Margaretta st. near Front, Philadelphia. 49 4* 

VENTILATION-The undersigned has devised and 
patented the only system by which a spontaneous 

ventilation can be effectually carried out in buildings. 
vessels. railroad car". &c .• and will sell to parties desirous 
If.1tUT\

afN� (5o��r�C:::d��easonable price·
49
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EXUmI'l'ION OF THE MARYLAND INSTITUTE, 
Baltimore.-The Eight Annual Exhibition by the 

.. Maryland Institute. for the promotion of the Mechanic 
Arts." will be opened on Tuesday. 2d of October next. 
Goods will be received for exhibition and competition at 
any time prior to September 27th. and for exhibition 
merely, as late as 1st of October. The co-operation of the 
manufacturers. mechanics. artists. and the community 
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be of American manufacture; the only exception to thb 
rule being in favor of rare specimens In the department 
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Actuary of the Institute. at the II all, 
JOSHUA VANSANT, 

494t Chairman of Exhibition Committee. 

'J'HE EUROPEAN MINING JOURNAL, RAIL-
war and Commercial Gazette. A weekly newspa-
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collated Synopiis. with numerous nlustrations. of all 
New Inventions and Imp'rovement.-; in MeC'.hanics and 
Civil Engineering. Office 26 Fleet street. London. Price 
$6.50 per annum. 3Gtf 

POWER PJ...,.M'ERS-Person15 wanting Iron Planers 
. of superior wormanship. and that always give satis
faction. are recommended to the New Havcn Manufactur· 
ing Company. Xc",," Haven, Conn. 40tf 

lATHE'", PLANERS, and all kinds of Marhinist .. 
� Tools of the best de�cription on hand and made to 

ordet by SHRIVER & BROS., Cumberland, Md., (on 
Baltimore and Ohio R. R .• midway between Baltimore 
and the Ohio River.) 43tf 

A
NJ)REWS �. JE8UT'-Commission Merchants. 

_ 
Cotton and Woolen Machinery. Steam .Hngines. 

Machinis�' '1'ools. 11eltinJ;. &c .. Importers and Dealers in 
Manufacturer:s' Articles; No' 07 Pine l:itreet, N. Y. 23 ly 

NEW HAVEN MFG. CO.-MaehinistB' Tools, Iron 
Planers. Engine and Hand Lathes. Drills. l!olt Cut

ter.". Gear Cutters. Chucks. &c .• on hand and :finishing. 
These Tools are of l'lllperior quality. and are fhr sale low 
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Co.'� New Haven. Conn. 40 tf 

IIAR1H!iiON'S GRAIN MILLS-I.ate,t Patent.
$1000 rcward offered by the patentee for their 

equal. A supplv constantly on hand. Liberal Commill
I:;ions paid to agentl:!, ror further information addre�s 
New Haven Manufacturing Cn .• New Haven. Conn., or 
to S. C. HILLS, our agent, 12  Platt street, New York.Bt 
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wheels at pleasure. would be of some value, provided it give the most correct C'ounsels to inventors in re.gard to 
V

ER(�NES' El�ECTnO-CIIE1\nUAL DATl:IS,- \. ���!��\:h]u�i�!IO;a�i�:I:; 5!:e�0�
g�np����i worked well & did not interfere with the uperation of the the,pa��ntability of inventions placed before us for ex- 200 6th Avenue. Profesmlr Vergnes discovered. llome Ca!les. Refers to Messrs. Munn & Co .• Scientific Ameri-engine. ViTe do not remember any practical plan for al- alp�i��f�l�onsultations respeC'ting the patentability ofin- !�r��e�1����1�' �u::�os�.�;�
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li� l!�t can. 16 ly'',t: 
I tering the dip of each wheel independently. $1 received ventions are held free of charge. with inventor�. at our bilver. arsenic, etc .• by means of electro.chemical baths; ---
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