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ism, which confusu and baffles the judgment while in the part of everyone connected with the Office to do his 
operation, here, in the I"atent Office, is its perfect minill- duty faithfully, and to recognize the ruling authority. 
ture representation, which I may handle, turn upside I The new Commissioner is well liked in the Office; and, 
down, and examine with the utmost facility. Just over i so far, he finds his duties agreeable, and I may safely 
the way, I can hear the constant tapping of a wondrous I predict for him a successful official cllreer. He feels a 
little instrument; and I peer wistfully around the cur- f deep interest in the success of a patent bill which will 
tained partition, hoping to see what is going on. I am 

I 
knock off the rough corners of our present system. In 

confronted by the words, "No admittance," and my the main he is believed to be friendly to the bill reported 
curiosity is hightened� for surely .some mystery is being at the. last se�sion, and proposes to en.graft n�on it 
enacted here. Is tIllS "the DeVil and Dr. Faustus?" i some Important change�, whereby questIOns of mter­
If not, what else can it b.? At the Patent Office, this ference may be more readily settled and thus give more 
seeming enigma is made plain as day; the apparatus is stabilit.y to patents after their issue, or in other words, to 
simply a machine for taming down the electric fluid, put all estoppel upon the right of one inventor to contest 
ftnd employiug its swift wings for the transmission of that i the patent of another on a question of priority (except in 
which concems the business and bosoms of men. And i cases of fraud), unless this claim is set np within a 
thus, from the day when General Jackson, while I reasonable time after the patent has issued; leaving the 
journeying through the \Vcst, on his way to assume the question of the yalidity of the patent thus granted pro­
�ffice of Chief Magistrate, undertook to bring on the perly in charge of courts of competent jurisdiction. Such 
model of an old saddle-tree, and get out a patent for it, to a provision is much needed, as I believe there is now a 

accommodate an old soldier-from that day until the question of interference pending between an applicant 
present hour, this noble edifice has been the depository and a patent of some eight years' standing. 

PATENT CASES. 
Cauatic Alkali. -We have received the record of the 

case tried before Judge Grier, Oct. 27th, Itt Philadelphia, 
in which the Pennsylvania Salt Manufacturing Company 
were the complainants, aud T. Conrow and Isaac Bar­
ber were the defendants. The plaiutifi\; alleged that 
George Thompson was the true, original and first inven­
tor of an improvement in devices for putting up caustic 
alkalies, not known 01' used at the time of his applica­
tion for a patent, which was issued on the 21st day of 
Odober, 1856, to Thompson, and on the 26th day of 
January, 1857, transferred to the complainants. 011 
the 1st day of Fcbruary, 18i;9, re-isslllld Letters Patent 
were made to Thompson for the improvement, and he 
again transferred his right to the complainants. They 
complained that the defendants have infringed upon their 
rights, as they are using the Improyement in the eastern 
district of Pennsylvania, without authority from them. 
A motion was made in the case, asking for an injunction 
restraini ng the defendants from selling caustic alkalies, 
packed in tin cans, called "Condenscd Lye." After 
argument, the Court granted the p;'ayer of the bill, and 
an injunction was issued to restrain from �clling said im-
provement. 

Gates. -Bcfore Judge Grier, the case of Robert 'Wood, 
complainant, C. ,\Vhite and several others, defendants, 
for infringing the patent for a gate, was decided on Oct. 
31st. The complainant alleged that he was the assignoe 
of the patent granted to H. E. Wesche, on Feb. 12, 
1856, for an improvement on gates. MI'. 'Vood brought 

of t,he ingenuity of our inventors, who, in spite of all the A very important patent case was argued before the 
contumely which would-be-wise men have undertaken to Commissioner of Patents on the 27th ult. Thaddeus 
h�itp upon them, have done more to· advance the material I Hyatt, the original patentee of his peculiar illuminated 
mterests of the country than any other class of our citi- , tile or load-sustaining grating (now becoming so exten­
zens. "Upon the records of the Office we find the hQllored I sively used in large cities for lighting vaults and base­
numes of Eliphalet Nott, Whitney, Morse, Hamilton, ment extensions), has asked for a renewal of his pat­
Jennings, .Mott, Hoc, Blanchard, Ericsson, Goodyear, ent for a period of seven yeaFs, as provided for by the 
Winans; and even that ubiquitous citizen, Smith, has section of the act of 1836. The applicant presents a 
taken out a great many patents, along with a host of formidable array of testimony to sustain his claim, and 

h. I . . . suit against the defendants asking for a special injuno-
ot eld w lOse names would fill a dozen sheets hlce thl8. IS confrontedby remonstrants who scmpleil not to bestow , . . . .' . . 

0 ' , " . .  I hon agamst them restrallllllg them from uSlIlg saId de-
n entenng the Patent Otllce-one of the grandest upon him some pretty chOIce eomphments. The at ten- l . f

' . 
. I . I J" . . . . ; sIgn 01' gates. After argument the Court allowed Ihs m-

alC utectura e HICCS to be found III the world-a sen- tlOn of the lIon CommissIOner was called by one of the II ' 
. f " 

• . " junction to issue upon the filin" of an auditional affidavit. 
satlOn 0 mystery crowds upon the mmd. We mquire ,counsel to the" stupendous audacity" of the apphcant. i __ :. __ _ •• �:...__ - "_' '._, 
for the official custouian of the innumerable mysteries ' The case, fer the most part, was ably eonductcd; and 

I' 
A BEETLE IN A TRAVELER'S EAR. 

which surround us; we find him to be the Hon. Wm. its more spicy passages afforded considerable amuse- The whole interior of the tent became covcred with 
D. Bishop, late member of Congress from Connecticut ment to the spectators present. At the time of my I a host of small black beetles, evidently attracted by the 
-a State abounding in ingenious men. lIe is a proper writing, the case hai not been decided; and it is impossi- ! glimmer of the candle. They were so annoyingly de­
arbiter of their claims before this interesting burelLU; for, ble to foreshadow, with any degree of certainty, the' termined in th�ir chOIce of place for peregrinating, that. 
united to other qnalifications which fit him for the hon- result. There are some interesting points involved in it scemed hopeless my trying to brush them oft' the clothe3 
orable sphere in which he is now pla�ed, he possesses a this case which will inyite examination. I forbear to or bedding, for as one was knocked aside, another cams 
mechanical clemcnt in the constitution of his mind touch upon them at present. on, and then another, till at last, worn ont, I extinguish­
which enables him to see through every invention brought I observe that an extract in the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, i cd the cantlIe, and with difficulty-trying to overcome 
to his notice. It is not, howcycr, the Commissioner's page 288 (copied from the Baltimore Sun), mentions that i the tickling annoyance occasioned by these intruders 
duty to examine all applications made for patents; as- the Commissioner of Patents would not put in an esti- crawling up my sleeves and into my hair, or down by 
sociated WIth him in the discharge of lJis duty, there is mate, as usual, for printing the agncnltural report. This back and legs-fell off to sleep. Rep<:>se that night was 
a Chief Clerk, S. T: Shngert (1L faithful officer), twelve is an error. An estimate will be put in, and the respon- not destined to be my lot. One of these hOITid little 
Chief Examiners, twelve Assistant Examiners, and a sibility of adopting or rejecting it will rest solely with insects awoke me in his struggles to penctrate my car, 
bel"y of clerks and mcss€ngers employed in various sub- Congress. but just too late; for in my endeavor to extract him, I 

--,----- .... _-----
ordiuate departments of the OiHee. Each Chief Examiner MARE'S NESTS IN PORKOPOLIS. aided his immersion. He went his coursc, struggling up 
and his assistant have a room set apart for their own Acotemporaryattempts to "corner" us in tile follow- the narrow channel, until he got arrested by want of 
special use; they regularly examine a classified list of ing style:- passage-room. This impediment evidently enraged him, 
applications, and may b3 regarded as the executione,. .. of Do HOGS IIAYE HonNs ?-'l'he prussiate of potash is for he began with exceeding vigor, like a rabbit at a hole, 
the Patent OlTIee. .Many an honest inventor, with an made in large quantities in Cincinnati, from hoofK, to dig violently away at my tympnnum. The queer sen­
enthusiasm peculiar to his species,. has had his hopes sud- horns, and other refuse of slaughtered grunters. -Sci- sation this amusing measure excited in me s\1l'passed 
1 I " '11 ." . , entijic American. d I � I I (en y gUl otineu· by these inquisitorial officials, escription. le tine ined to act as our donkey's once Begging your pardon, Mr. Scientific, allow us to re-

whose duty, when faithfully discharged, is a most del- mark that swine do not wear" horns" in this region. did, when beset by a swarm of bees, who buzzed about 
cate and responsible one, for it requires a discriminating Please add that to your scientific information.-Cincin- their ears and stung their heads and eyes until they were 
and well-balanced juJgment to guard against too much nat> Gazette. so irritated and confused that they galloped about in the 
liberality on the one hand, or injustice on the other. We had frequently heard of the" horned hoss," and most distracted order, trying to knock them off by trcad­
The mind of the Exammer works towards its conclusion it seems probable from the above quotation that, while I ing on their heads, or by rushing under bushes into 
in two different channels or modes of thought; the re- undertaking to muckle a piece of Cincinnati hog, the I houses, or through any jungles thcy could find. I�deed 
suIt intended to be reached in each case being the same. idea floated through onr imagination that they were i I do not know which was the worst off. The bees killed 
One Examiner (this is the minority class) carefully ex- chiefly made up of hoofs and horns. \Ve are happy to some of them, and this beetle nearly did for me. 'What 
amines the applicant's papers, and h,wing obtained the know that they are like other people's hogs. to do I knew not. Neither tobacco oil, nor salt, could 
requisite knowledge of the points claimed, starts on his AIm Cow Hlr;ES �fIXED W�TfI. MORTAR?-COW hi�es be found; I therefore tried melted bntter; that failing I 

taken from the hides m tannerIes IS employed for makmg . . " ' 
excursion of inquiry, hopiug he may discover une'luivo_ plastering mortar, to give it a sort of fibrous quality.- apphed the pomt of a penkmfo to IllS back, wlllch did 
cal evidence of a want of novelty which will justify the Scimt:fic Amel·ican. more harm than good; for though a few thrusts kept 
rejection I()f the application. Another Examiner, pur- . Cow hIdes '.' !s." also someti�es "em�loyed" in faeilita- him quiet, the point also wounded my ear so baaly, that 
�uing towards the same end, hopes he may be able to tmg the acqUIsitIOn of �he: rudl.ments o. grammar, among i inflammation set in, and seyere suppuration took 1,lace 

very dull scholars. - Cmc"mat� Gazette. ' . . ' 
discover something new in the applicant's model, . . . . 

I 
and all the facml glands extendmg from that point down 

'We are of the oplllion that cow hIdes work better IIltO t th . t f h h Id b whereby he may pass the case for issue-prompted by . . ' 0 cpom 0 t e s ou er ecome contorted Hnd drawn 
boots and snoes than they do IIltO mortar for pla5termg 'd d t' f b b d tht' feeling that, if there is any rea�onable doubt on his aSI e, an a s l'mg 0 0 us reorated the whole length 

. d h 'JI . walls. Our cot€mporary, however, never saw any such I f th t 
. It th . f' I h mm, e WI turn It rather in favor of the inventor . . • 0 a regIOn. was e most pam 11 t ing I ever re-

paragraph as the above III the SCIENTIFIC A MERICAN, 
I
' b t h d d b ' than against him; for it is unquestionably better and must have found it in some other journal. \'Ire I 
mem

ld 
er 

t
o ave en ure

h
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f 

ut, mol' 
I
e 

d
annoymg still, I 

that a dozen patents should be granted for what is . . , . . . coo no open my mout or severa ays and had to 
don't feel wlllmg to shoulder other people s blunders If we I � d b th I F I

' 
not new than that one inventor should be de- . • . . lee on ro a one. or many mont IS the tumor made 

can help It. We find the type sufficlCntly treacherous II, d f d h I b h '  prived of hiB just and equitable rights. A pat- . ,  . me ea, an ate a 0 e etween t at ol1fice alld the 
d f h . Id' hI our own office WIthout belllll held responsible for the S· th f l' 'd ent grante or w at IS 0 IS wort ess; but if one ranks thev la in other offices. 

D?Se. IX or seven mon s a �er t liS acci ent happened, 
inventor isdcprived of his just rights at the Patent Office p 

• � ___ •• ... 
bits of the beetle, a leg, a wmg, or parts of its body, 

he would scarcelyexpeci to recover them from an outside A NEW ANTHIIA.CITB FURNAcE.-The Reading Times came away in the wax. It was not altogether an un-

tribunal. 8ay� that a large anthracite furnace, situated on tne mixed evil, fOT the excitement occasioned by the beetle's 
In reference to the condition of the I"atent Office, I canal, one mile above Douglasville, will be oompleted in operations acted towards my blindne"s as a counter-irri­

may with propriety state that on no former occasion have about a week. It is capable of making 100 tuns of iron tant �y drawin� the inflammation from my eyes. In­
de.ed, It operated far better than any other artiticill! a!'. 

1 e\'cr visited it when a better system or more uniformity per week, but will not go into operation at present, or phance.-.Tourney of a Ch,,'s6 on tlte l"mgCllll/i/.-r, Lake 
of [tetion prcvailed. There seems to be a disposition on indeed until some radical challge is made in the tariff. Central Africa. . 
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